We have created this fiction that yeshi- ]
vah bochurim are just so overwhelmed i
from all their hard work in yeshivah and i
thus react in a certain way during the few
weeks of vacation. And we then debate
which activities are okay and which are
over the line. But here’s the inconvenient
truth: There are no such bochurim.

Perhaps we just don't want to admit this
publicly, but every former and current
yeshivah bochur knows this to be true.

Or at least they should. If a yeshivah
boy is waking up at 10 a.m. during bein
hazmarim, it’s not because he’s burned out
from waking up at 6 a.m. the whole zeman.
It's precisely because he didn’t wake up at
6 a.m. the whole zerman. He feels a void in
his life. Another zeman has passed and he
feels no sense of accomplishment. He has
nothing to wake up for in the morning and
therefore has trouble getting out of bed.
Why do you think those same bochurim
also tend to be the ones who come up with
all kinds of justification to leave the zeman
early? I assure you it’s not because they
just learned so much this past year and
are simply ahoutwcrackifthqleu:;; he needs a break from his work while you
re bored. don’t seem to need the same break for

yours. Those boys exist. Do not fall for the
“soft bigotry of low expectations.”
| Parents, if you're worried about a son
' who's doing nothing over bein hazmanim,
:  don’t listen to those who reassure you that
everything is okay and that this is perfectly
| acceptable behavior. Trust your instincts.
A former yeshivah bochur

ISSUE: 884-766
03 November 2021

28 Heshvan 5782




	Slide Number 1

