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1) Bava Kamma 79b

MISHNA: One may not raise small
domesticated animals, i.e., sheep and goats,
in settled areas of Eretz Yisrael, as they graze
on people’s crops. But one may raise them in
Syria, despite the fact that with regard to
many other halakhot Syria is treated like
Eretz Yisrael, and in the wilderness of Eretz
Yisrael

One may not raise chickens in Jerusalem, due
to the sacrificial meat that is common there.
There is a concern that chickens will pick up
garbage that imparts ritual impurity and
bring it into contact with sacrificial meat,
thereby rendering it ritually impure. And
priests may not raise chickens anywhere in
Eretz Yisrael, because of the many foods in a
priest’s possession that must be kept ritually
pure, e.g., teruma

Furthermore, one may not raise pigs
anywhere, and a person may not raise a
dog unless it is tied with chains. One
may spread out traps [nishovim] for pigeons
only if this was performed at a distance of at
least thirty ris, which is 8,000 cubits, from
any settled area, to ensure that privately
owned pigeons are not caught in the traps
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2) Rashi, Bava Kamma 79b

DR WK NP9AY 7232 TWNAY °197 - 2997 DX

3) Bava Kamma 15b

Rabbi Natan says: From where is it derived
that one may not raise a vicious dog in
his house, and one may not set up an unstable
ladder in his house? The verse states: “You
shall not bring blood into your house”
(Deuteronomy 22:8), i.e., one may not allow a
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hazardous situation or item to remain in one’s
house. As long as the hazard remains, the
owner is in violation of this verse and
therefore the court may excommunicate him
for failing to remove the danger

4) Rambam, Nizkei Mamon 5:9

The sages also prohibited the breeding of
swine in any place, or of dogs, unless they
are chained. One may, however, breed dogs
in a town near the border. A dog should be
tied up by day and untied at night. The sages
said: "Cursed be the man who breeds dogs or
pigs," because the damage they do is
substantial and frequent
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5) Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 409:3

It is forbidden to raise a wild dog unless it is
chained with an iron chain...
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6) R. Yaakov Emden, Sheilas Yaavetz 1:17

The poskim drew no discussion between
different kinds of dogs [it is forbidden even to
raise a domesticated dog].

.293% 293 12 O°P0T Y R

7) Netziv, Ha-Emek Davar, Bereishis 8:7

Why did Noach specifically send out these
two birds, the raven and the dove? Were there
not many kinds of birds that fly better than
them?

[...]

Because Noach, before the flood, raised
ravens and doves, as was the custom of
noblemen [at that timel]...
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8) Netziv, Harchev Davar, Bereishis 8:7
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9) Bava Basra 8a

It is related that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi once
opened his storehouses to distribute food
during years of drought. He said: Masters of
Bible, masters of Mishna, masters of Talmud,
masters of halakha, masters of aggada may
enter and receive food from me, but
ignoramuses should not enter. Rabbi Yonatan
ben Amram, whom Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi did
not know, pushed his way in, and entered,
and said to him: Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi,
sustain me. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to
him: My son, have you read the Bible? Rabbi
Yonatan ben Amram said to him, out of
modesty: No. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi
continued: Have you studied Mishna? Once
again, Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to
him: No. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi then asked
him: If so, by what merit should I sustain
you? Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to him:
Sustain me like a dog and like a raven, who
are given food even though they have not
learned anything. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi was
moved by his words and fed him
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Rabbi Yohanan said: Even if the Torah had MYAIY P7TRY 0,07 Il KD XK ani 027 mR
not been given, we would nonetheless have — 993707 PN 7 7290 D, AR 01, 2nmn
learned modesty from the cat, which covers 2912 92 70X O0any
its excrement, and that stealing is
objectionable from the ant, which does not
take grain from another ant, and forbidden
relations from the dove, which is faithful to its
partner, and proper relations from the
rooster, which first appeases the hen and then
mates with it

Further Reading on the Halachos of Owning Pets

Rabbi Howard Jachter, “Halachic Perspectives on Pets,” Journal of Halacha & Contemporary
Society, No. XXIII (Spring, 1992 - Pesach 5752)
https://daat.ac.il/daat/english/halacha/jachter 1.htm

Rabbi Zvi Goldberg, “Feeding Your Pet: Barking up the Right Tree,” Kashrus Kurrents Spring -
Pesach (Star-K, 2005)

Dovid Lichtenstein, “Pets -- Is It A Jewish Thing?,” Headlines 3 (Mekor, 2021), 269-282

Coffee and Learn
BAYT



