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e “Theword Tzom in another context means “braid” as used in the Mishna in Chullin 4:6, through
the term tzomes hagiddin or braided sinews. A braid is a collection of individual strands,
unified into a single entity. On Yom Kippur, we celebrate the forgiveness bestowed on Knesses
Yisrael as a gavra, a single communal entity....The simcha that underlies the holiday of Yom
Kippur is particularly associated with this unconditional communal forgiveness.” (Yom Kippur
Machzor, pp XXX)
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