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Grand Re-Opening? Calculating the Costs and Benefits of Extending Stay-AtHome Orders ;Ei‘ ’§
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For the Zoom link for our session on this fopic on Sunday May 3, please email coordinator@shomayim.org
For more from our Shavuaton, go to www.torontotorah.com/pandemic

The Benefit
1. Talmud, Bava Kama 60b
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Our Sages taught: If there is a plague in the city, draw inward, as Shemot 12 says, “And you, do not leave the entrance
of your homes until morning”...

2. Rabbi Akiva Eiger's letter to Rabbi Eliyahu Gutmacher during a cholera epidemic in 1831
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In my view, it is true that gathering in a small space is inappropriate, but it is possible to pray in groups, each one very
small, about 15. They should begin with first light and then have another group, and each one should have a designated
time to come pray there. The same for minchah... And they should be careful that people beyond the aforementioned
quota not push their way into the synagogue, perhaps via a guard from the police to oversee this. Once they have
reached the number, they should not allow others to enter until that group is finished. Set this request before the
magistrate, and that | have written this instruction for you. And if they refuse, it would be good to arrange it with the
local authorities. You will certainly succeed if you mention my name, that | have instructed you not to have large
gatherings in the synagogue in a small space, and that | have advised you of these arrangements, and have cautioned
you to recite Tehillim and pray for the king as well, may Gd protect him.

3. Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg (20" century Israel), Tzitz Eliezer 15:40:6-7
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It was so obvious to halachic authorities that there is such a duty [to pay for an ill person’s treatment] upon all of those

around the ill person, to the point that they debated the case in which the community had spent for this without asking

the ill person — is the ill person obligated to repay them for their expenditures, since they were obligated to do this...

4. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein (215! century Israel), Shiurei Torah I'Rofim Il 165, citing Rabbi Yosef S. Elyashiv
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But by law we must save the greatest number of ill people, and to invest financially in emergency care and a NICU,
and not in a transplant unit. But one cannot close, or fail to open, a transplant unit, because communal needs are also
considered “life-saving”. If the transplant unit would be closed, it would cause low morale, and people would refuse to
live there...

5. People are getting COVID-19 by community transmission, but Ontario knows little about how, 4/29/20
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/contracting-covid 1 9-ontario-1.5548087
Despite six weeks of workplace closures, physical distancing and stay-athome messages, people are still contracting

COVID-19 in Ontario communities, and public health officials don't have a firm handle on why or how it's happening.
Roughly half of Ontario's new cases of the coronavirus are among residents and staff of long-term care homes, along
with other frontline health workers. But for the remaining cases, the sources of infection are often unspecified.
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6. ‘Flatout incorrect’: Scientists debunk Sask. Biologist's claims, 4/27 /20
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/u-of-r-biology-prof-draws-ire-of-sask-scientists-1.554 1748

An associate professor of biology in Saskatchewan has raised the ire of other scientists after he claimed that most people
in the province had already contracted the novel coronavirus and recovered from it, rendering the COVID-19 lockdown
unnecessary... In a widely shared video posted on April 8, Buttigieg said the Saskatchewan Health Authority (SHA) has
demonstrated "gross ineptness" in its handling of the pandemic because it has been unwilling to conduct or approve
antibody testing. "Why are they not listening to alternate hypotheses and alternate theories2" Buttigieg said in an April
13 interview with CBC News. Buttigieg said antibody tests are a simple way to evaluate if his theory that most people
in Saskatchewan have already had the virus is correct... “The outcome of this test is going to show that the vast majority
of the population has already had the virus, meaning that social isolation is 1) not necessary and 2) didn't work as well
as we thought it would," Buttigieg wrote in an April 2 post on Facebook.

Experts consulted by CBC agreed that if 60 per cent to 70 per cent of the population had COVID-19 antibodies, that
should stop the virus from spreading as widely or as quickly. It's a concept known as herd immunity. But Hassan Masri,
a Saskatoon-based physician and associate professor of medicine at the University of Saskatchewan, said Buttigieg's
claim is "just wishful thinking" and that COVID-19 studies from around the world have shown no comparable rates of
infection. “It is not an evidence-driven claim at all," he told CBC News. "The claims are flat-out incorrect ... But also,
they're misguided in their timing, spreading mistrust among society."

The Cost

7. April 28 Update

https://nowtoronto.com/news/april-28-coronavirus-updates-toronto-news/

Citing a University Health Network report, Ontario's health minister Christine Elliott said today that 35 cardiac care
patients may have died after heart surgeries were cancelled to free up beds for an anticipated surge in COVID-19
patients. “That’s not something any of us want to hear," she said during the province's daily press briefing. "l don’t want
to call it collateral damage because they are deaths and that is very concerning and sad to all of us."

8. Rabbi Dr. Avraham Steinberg, HaRefuah KaHalachah VI 5:3:1
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The community and the collective are not only a collection of individuals, but an independent entity, of its own nature

and with its own rules and with the community’s collective needs, sometimes even at the expense of the individual. And

even though an individual is not nullified opposite the community, still, the community must make a special calculation

of its own in different circumstances.

9. Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli (20t century Israel), Amud haYemini 17
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It appears to me that one may learn the basis for this from discretionary war, which is for profit or to expand the control
of Israelite reign or for the sake of the economy, and for this one may endanger individuals... And that which people
commonly say, that war has special legal status, has no basis, for why not learn from it... And that which people say,
that war has special legal status because it is governed by the Sanhedrin, is incorrect. Is the Sanhedrin empowered to
permit biblical prohibitions2 One must say that the basis is that anything related to the welfare of the community, or
removal of harm, is called “life-saving”, for anything involving the welfare of the community has some relationship to
life-saving...

10. Talmud, Gittin 45a
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Mishnah: One may not redeem captives for more than their value, due to tikkun ha’olam [repair of the world].
Gemara: Does tikkun ha‘olom refer to the burden upon the community, or to a concern that the captors may capture
and bring more captives?

11.Rabbi Moshe Sofer (18t-19t century Pressburg), Chatam Sofer Choshen Mishpat 177
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If a community is pressed, and especially when the nations are in control of “the enemies of Israel”, then communal
strain is included as a life-saving situation, as written by Rosh Bava Batra and Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 251, at the
end.

12.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Matnot Aniyim 7:1, 5
[15 A0 WK 170NN 7. 7 777 DR IN5N MND NARIW ,NAWR TNIT 70 0N OR ,’be MR 71 993 DY TPTX ]ﬂ”? AWy NXn
,)111°2 10212 AWYR TARY,INAMA T2 MXA 17021 NIRRT 7Y 7701 7 DART 992 " 1M ,DAWR TMIT T PRI IMONn 27 PO AR i)
L.0¥7 PPV IRDN NS
There is a commandment fo give fzedakah to paupers as suits them, if the donor can afford it, as it is said, “You shall
surely open your hand for him [...his deficit, which is lacking for him]”... If the pauper requests his deficit and the donor
cannot afford it, he gives as he can afford. How much? Ideally, up to 1/5 of his assets. 1/10 is average. Less is stingy...

13.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Matnot Aniyim 9:12
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One who dwells in a land for 30 days is compelled to give tzedakah to the [weekly] kupah with the citizenry. One who

dwells there for three months is compelled to give to the [daily] famchui. One who dwells there for six months is compelled

to give clothing for the local needy. One who dwells there for nine months is compelled to give tzedakah for burial...

14.Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 5:4
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Once Rabbi Chama bar Chanina and Rabbi Hoshia Rabbah were strolling among those synagogues of Lod. Rabbi

Chama bar Chanina said to Rabbi Hoshia, "How much money my ancestors sank here!" He replied, "How many lives

your ancestors sank here! Were there no people exhausting themselves in Torah2"

Rabbi Avun decorated the gates of the great study hall. Rabbi Mana came to him, and Rabbi Avun said, "See what |

have done!" He replied, "'And Israel forgot its Maker, and built palaces.' (Hosheia 8:14) Were there no people

exhausting themselves in Torahe"

15. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20t century USA), Igrot Moshe Even haEzer 1:65

X"OWN 10 KR 2 waw 37PN W0 R D2vna 19 170K 2RI AW 227200 P1W2 7790 R NUNWIY AWK
XN RN TWOR LY MWY? IR MOWW M ARY O°10P7 0772777 O3 XX A¥YY P71 R? 7100 11V RIT MOww 7N pIX KT 037

L2 WD AR PNAR W 09T LT DY 2w ThvaR AwoR ORI 00797091 ANyt Ay mwys

Regarding a woman who became irrational after the birth of her two children, such that the doctors forbid further
pregnancy. May she use contraception?
Certainly, his honour is correct; irrationality is dangerous not only for herself, but also for her small children. Even one
whose irrationality does not currently incline toward harm could still change, wanting to harm herself or her children,
Gd forbid, and one cannot stand guard for this. Therefore, one should permit her...

16. Rabbi Natan Zvi Friedman (20t century Israel), Netzer Mata’ai | 8:1
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If the deduction [teaching that we violate Shabbat to save lives] is from “’And he shall live by them’ — and not die by
them,” this includes healing the emotionally ill, for Devarim 30 speaks explicitly, “to love Hashem your Gd, to listen to
His voice and adhere to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days.” As long as he is a shoteh, he is exempt
from all of the Torah’s mitzvot...
And so is clear within the other exegesis brought in Yoma, from Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya, who learns the law of
overriding Shabbat to save lives from Shemot 31, “And the Children of Israel shall observe Shabbat” — Desecrate one
Shabbat for him, so that he will observe many Shabbatot. It is explicit that the license to save lives is to enable future
fulfillment of mitzvot, for if we would not overturn the debris for him, he could not fulfill mitzvot in the future. If so, in a
case where he is physically healthy but emotionally ill, and today he cannot fulfill mitzvot because a shofeh is exempt
from all of the mitzvot, it is a mitzvah to desecrate Shabbat for him, so that he will observe many Shabbatot. This is
simple and clear, according fo this exegesis.

17.Talmud, Nedarim 80b-81a
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If a spring is owned by a certain town, and there is a choice between their lives [in access to the spring] and the lives
of others, their lives come before those of others. Their animals precede the animals of others, and if there is a choice
between their laundry and that of others, their laundry comes before that of others. If there is a choice between the lives
of others and their laundry, the lives of others precede their laundry. Rabbi Yosi said: Their laundry precedes the lives
of others.
But if Rabbi Yosi says [lack of] laundry involves pain, doesn’t the entire body [for drinking] certainly involve pain? Yes,
but laundry is greater per Rabbi Yosi, for Shemuel said: A dirty head leads to blindness, dirty clothes lead to depression,
a dirty body leads to boils and sores.

18. Rabbi Isser Yehudah Unterman (20th century England, Israel), HaTorah v'HaMedinah 4 pp. 26-27
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Even though dirty clothes can trigger depression, still, this is not at all “imminent danger” and it is not even considered

potential danger, but something which could evolve into danger...

19. China’s divorce rafes rise as couples emerge from coronavirus quarantine, 4/6/20
https://globalnews.ca/news/6767589/china-divorce-rates-coronavirus/

In China, where the COVID-19 outbreak first began, divorce rates are rising after couples were forced into mandatory
lockdown together to prevent the virus’ spread. Divorce filings started to rise in the country as couples began to emerge
from quarantine.

According to reports from Miluo, a city in Hunan province, in mid-March, “staff members [didn't] even have time to
drink water” because so many people were lined up to file for divorce. “On March 16, we went through 18 pairs of
divorce registration procedures and obviously felt that the number of divorces had surged in the near future,” Yi Xiaoyan,
director of the city’s marriage registration centre, told reporters.

20. Talmud, Megilah 15a
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“And as | am lost, | am lost.” As | am lost from my father’s house, so | shall be lost from you.
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