
THE MISHNA AND THE BIRTH OF THE RABBIS 
1. mAvot 1–2 
[Mishnayot 1–15] Moses received the Torah at Sinai and 
transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the elders, and the el-
ders to the prophets, and the prophets to the Men of the 
Great Assembly. … Shimon the Righteous was one of the 
last of the men of the great assembly. … Antigonus of 
Sokho received it from Shimon the Righteous. … Yose b. 
Yoezer of Ẓeredah and Yose b. Yoḥanan of Jerusalem re-
ceived it from them. … Joshua b. Peraḥiah and Nittai the 
Arbelite received it from them. … Judah b. Ṭabbai and 
Shimon b. Sheṭaḥ received it from them. … Shemaiah 
and Abtalion received it from them. … Hillel and Sham-
mai received it from them.  
 
[Mishnayot 16–2:1] Rabban Gamaliel used to say: appoint 
for thyself a “rav,” avoid doubt, and do not make a habit 
of tithing by guesswork. Shimon, his son, used to say … 
Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel used to say. … Rebbi said. 
… 
 

 ב–א קרפ תובא הנשמ .1 

 ,עַשֻׁוֹהילִ הּרָסָמְוּ ,ינַיסִּמִ הרָוֹתּ לבֵּקִ השֶׁמ ]בי–א תוינשמ[
 ישֵׁנְאַלְ הָוּרסָמְ םיאִיבִנְוּ ,םיאִיבִנְלִ םינִקֵזְוּ ,םינִקֵזְלִ עַשֻׁוֹהיוִ
 תסֶנֶכְ ירֵיָשְּׁמִ היָהָ קידִּצַּהַ ןוֹעמְשִׁ ... .הלָוֹדגְּהַ תסֶנֶכְ
 ... .קידִּצַּהַ ןוֹעמְשִּׁמִ לבֵּקִ וֹכוֹס שׁיאִ סוֹנגְיטִנְאַ ... .הלָוֹדגְּהַ
 םיִלַשָׁוּריְ שׁיאִ ןנָחָוֹי ןבֶ יסֵוֹיוְ הדָרֵצְ שׁיאִ רזֶעֶוֹי ןבֶ יסֵוֹי
 וּלבְּקִ ילִבֵּרְאַהָ יאתַּנִוְ היָחְרַפְּ ןבֶּ עַשֻׁוֹהיְ ... .םהֶמֵ וּלבְּקִ
 ... .םהֶמֵ וּלבְּקִ חטָשָׁ ןבֶּ ןוֹעמְשִׁוְ יאבַּטַ ןבֶ הדָוּהיְ ... .םהֶמֵ
  .םהֶמֵ וּלבְּקִ יאמַּשַׁוְ ללֵּהִ ... .םהֶמֵ וּלבְּקִ ןוֹילְטַבְאַוְ היָעְמַשְׁ
 
 ,רמֵוֹא היָהָ לאֵילִמְגַּ ןבָּרַ ]א הנשמ ב קרפ-זט תוינשמ[
 רשֵּׂעַלְ הבֶּרְתַּ לאַוְ ,קפֵסָּהַ ןמִ קלֵּתַּסְהִוְ ,ברַ ךָלְ השֵׂעֲ
 לאֵילִמְגַּ ןבֶּ ןוֹעמְשִׁ ןבָּרַ ... רמֵוֹא וֹנבְּ ןוֹעמְשִׁ :תוֹדמָאֹ
 ... רמֵוֹא יבִּרַ ... רמֵוֹא
 

2. mYadayim 4:4 
The Sadducees say: we complain against you, Pharisees, 
because you say that the Holy Scriptures defile the hands, 
but the books of Homer do not defile the hands. 

 ד הנשמ ד קרפ םידי הנשמ .2 

 םתֶּאַשֶׁ ,םישִׁוּרפְּ ,םכֶילֵעֲ וּנאָ ןילִבְוֹק ,םיקִוֹדצְ םירִמְוֹא
 סירִמֵוֹה ירֵפְסִוְ ,םיִדַיָּהַ תאֶ ןיאִמְּטַמְ שׁדֶקֹּהַ יבֵתְכִּ ,םירִמְוֹא
 .םיִדַיָּהַ תאֶ אמֵּטַמְ וֹניאֵ
 

3. bEruvin 68b 
It was taught in a beraitta: if one lives [in the same alley-
way] with a non-Jew, a Saducee, a Boethusian – they pro-
hibit [the use of the eruv]. 
 

 ב דומע חס ףד ןיבורע תכסמ ילבב דומלת .3 

 וּלּאֵ ירֵהֲ — יסִוֹתּיְבַוּ ,יקִוּדּצַ ,ירִכְנׇּהַ םעִ רדָּהַ :איָנְתַהָוְ
 .וילָעָ ןירִסְוֹא
 

4. Josephus, War of the Jews, II, 8 
For there are three philosophical sects among the Jews. The followers of the first of which are the Pharisees, of the second, 
the Sadducees, and the third sect, which pretends to a severer discipline, are called Essens. 
 
5. Justin, Dialogue with Trypho, 80 
Do not imagine that they are Christians, even as one, if he would rightly consider it, would not admit that the Sadducees, 
or the similar sects of Genisti, Meristi, Galileans, Hellenists, Pharisees, Baptists, are Jews. 
 



6. Luke 11:37–42 
When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. But 
the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal. Then the lord said to him, “Now 
then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish 
people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? But now as for what is inside you—be generous to 
the poor, and everything will be clean for you. “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue 
and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter 
without leaving the former undone. 
 
7. mDemai 2 
[2] One who accepts upon himself to be trustworthy 
(neʾeman), must tithe whatever he eats and whatever he 
sells and whatever he buys, and he may not be the guest of 
an am ha-aretz. Rabbi Yehudah says: even one who is the 
guest of an am ha-aretz can still be considered trustwor-
thy. They said to him: He is not trustworthy in respect of 
himself ! How can he be considered trustworthy in respect 
of others? 
 
[3] One who takes upon himself to become a ḥaver may 
not sell to an am ha-aretz either moist or dry [produce], 
nor may he buy from him moist [produce], nor may he be 
the guest of an am ha-aretz, nor may he host an am ha-
aretz as a guest while [the am ha-aretz] is wearing his own 
garment. Rabbi Yehudah says: he may not also raise small 
animals, nor may make a lot of vows or merriment, nor 
may he defile himself by contact with the dead. Rather he 
should be an attendant at the house of study. They said to 
him: these [requirements] do not come within the general 
rule [of being a ḥaver]. 

 

 ב קרפ יאמד הנשמ .7 

 אוּהשֶׁ תאֶ רשֵּׂעַמְ ,ןמָאֱנֶ תוֹיהְלִ וילָעָ לבֵּקַמְהַ ]ב הנשמ[
 חַרֵאָתְמִ וֹניאֵוְ ,חַקֵוֹל אוּהשֶׁ תאֶוְ ,רכֵוֹמ אוּהשֶׁ תאֶוְ ,לכֵוֹא
 לצֶאֵ חַרֵאָתְמִּהַ ףאַ ,רמֵוֹא הדָוּהיְ יבִּרַ .ץרֶאָהָ םעַ לצֶאֵ
 דצַיכֵּ ,ןמָאֱנֶ וֹניאֵ וֹמצְעַ לעַ ,וֹל וּרמְאָ .ןמָאֱנֶ ץרֶאָהָ םעַ
 :םירִחֵאֲ לשֶׁ לעַ ןמָאֱנֶ אהֵיְ
 
 םעַלְ רכֵוֹמ וֹניאֵ ,רבֵחָ תוֹיהְלִ וילָעָ לבֵּקַמְהַ ]ג הנשמ[
 חרֵאָתְמִ וֹניאֵוְ ,חלַ וּנּמֶּמִ חַקֵוֹל וֹניאֵוְ ,שׁבֵיָוְ חלַ ץרֶאָהָ
 הדָוּהיְ יבִּרַ .וֹתוּסכְבִּ וֹלצְאֶ וֹחרְאָמְ אֹלוְ ,ץרֶאָהָ םעַ לצֶאֵ
 םירִדָנְבִּ ץוּרפָ אהֵיְ אֹלוְ ,הקָּדַ המָהֵבְּ לדֵּגַיְ אֹל ףאַ ,רמֵוֹא
 תיבֵבְּ שׁמֵּשַׁמְוּ ,םיתִמֵלְ אמֵּטַּמִ אהֵיְ אֹלוְ ,קוֹחשְׂבִוּ
 :ללָכְּלַ וּלּאֵ וּאבָ אֹל ,וֹל וּרמְאָ .שׁרָדְמִּהַ
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


