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Irrational Love for the Land of Israel
Rabbi Sammy Bergman- sbergman@torontotorah.com »
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1. Talmud, Ketubot 112a-112b
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When Rabbi Zeira ascended to Eretz Yisrael he could not find a ferry to cross the Jordan River. He took hold of
a rope that was strung across as a makeshift bridge and crossed the Jordan. A certain Sadducee said to him: Hasty
people who put your mouths before your ears, when you said at the time of the giving of the Torah: “We will do”
before “we will hear” (Exodus 24:7), you remain hasty to this day. Why couldn’t you wait a little longer to cross
the river on a ferry? Rabbi Zeira said to him: This is a place where Moses and Aaron did not merit entering; who
is to say that | will merit seeing this land? I hurried across before anything might occur to prevent my entrance
into Eretz Yisrael.
Rabbi Abba would kiss the rocks of Akko, which was on the coast of Eretz Yisrael. Rabbi Hanina would repair
its stumbling blocks, i.e., any potholes in the land, so that travelers would not fall and consequently speak ill of
Eretz Yisrael. Rabbi Ammi and Rabbi Asi would stand and pass from a sunny spot to a shady one, and from a
shady spot to a sunny one, so that they would always sit in comfort and never have cause to remark that they were
uncomfortable in Eretz Yisrael. Rabbi Hiyya bar Gamda would roll in the dust of the land, as it is stated: “For
Your servants take pleasure in her stones, and love her dust” (Psalms 102:15).

2. Rabbi Yissachar Tamar (20" century Israel), Alei Tamar on Yerushalmi Shviit 4:7
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And in the city of Acre there is one gate on the border of the Land of Israel they call it the Hasmonean gate it is
said that there is a Hasmonean tomb there. It appears that near this gate which was on the border of Israel there
was a dome, and this was called “the dome of Acre”.

3. Rabbi Yosef Chaim (19t Century Baghdad), Ben Yehoyadah on Ketubot ibid.
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Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi who were in Isreal specifically taught their students in the shade. Even though if the
sun reached them they would not care so much because due to time the heat of the sun is not harmful and they
would not be affected by it! Nevertheless, they felt that some of the students would be harmed by the heat of the
sun and then say in their mouths that this place is not good and we will take get up to sit in another place that has
shade. Therefore, Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi would move from the place the sun reach to another place in the
shade so that none of the students would say that this is place is not good and would be found to be slandering a
piece of land in the Land of Israel
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And from this a person should learn a lesson to keep his mouth and tongue from uttering any bad word to condemn
even one cubit from the Land of Israel, whether from the air or from cold or heat and or the fruit and the
architecture and so on and even when it is in ruins and in the hands of the Gentiles so they won’t be included in
the slanderers of the Land of Israel!

4. Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki (11 Century France), Rashi on Avodah Zarah 43b
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“that was swept up and settled”- the name of a place in Neherde’a. There are those who say that Yechonyah and
those who were exiled with him took the stones of Jeruslalem with them and its dirt and built it there. That is the
meaning of “swept up and settled”, swept up here and settled here as it writes: “you servants desired its stones
etc.

5. Rabbi Yehuda HaLevi (12t century Spain), Tziyon Halo Tishali
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Who will make me wings and I will wander away, wander to the | 902
crevices of my heart between your parts?

I will fall on my face on your land and desire your stones and love
your dust,

Certainly, as | stand on the tombs of my forefathers and wonder in
Chevron upon your choices tombs.
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6. Talmud, Sotah 14a (William Davidson Edition Translation)
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Rabbi Samlai taught: For what reason did Moses our teacher greatly desire to enter Eretz Yisrael? Did he need to
eat of its produce, or did he need to satisfy himself from its goodness? Rather, this is what Moses said: Many
mitzvot were commanded to the Jewish people, and some of them can be fulfilled only in Eretz Yisrael, so I will
enter the land in order that they can all be fulfilled by me.

7. Devarim 11:12 (JPS Tanakh 1985)

(D) MY NION TV MWD DOw A2 PR DY THR ARR UT RN TR vk

It is a land which the LORD your G-d looks after, on which the LORD your G-d always keeps His eye, from
year’s beginning to year’s end.

8. Rabbi Yehuda Halevi (12t century Spain), Kuzari Essay 2:21-22 (tr. Hartwig Hirschfeld)
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Thus does the knowledge of the 'Sabbath of the Lord' and the 'Festivals of the Lord' depend upon the land which
is the 'inheritance of the Lord," and has, as thou didst read, the other names of 'His holy mountain' (Psalms 99:9,),
'His footstool," (Psalms 99:5) 'Gate of heaven' (Genesis 28:7). For the law shall go forth from Zion' (Micah 4:2).
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[Thou didst also read] how the Patriarchs endeavoured to live in the country whilst it was in the hands of the
pagans, how they yearned for it, and had their bones carried into it, as did Jacob and Joseph. Moses prayed to see
it, and when this was denied to him, he considered it a misfortune. Thereupon it was shown to him from the
summit of Pisgah, which was to him an act of grace. Persians, Indians, Greeks, and children of other nations
begged to be allowed to offer up sacrifices, and to be prayed for in the holy Temple; they spent their wealth at the
place, though they believed in other laws not recognized by the Torah. They honour it to this day, although the
Shekhinah no longer appears there. All nations make pilgrimages to it, long for it, excepting we ourselves, because
we are punished and in disgrace. All the Rabbis tell of its great qualities would take too long to relate.
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21. Al Khazari: Let me hear a few of their observations.
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22. The Rabbi: One sentence is: All roads lead up to Palestine, but none from it. Concerning a woman who refuses
to go there with her husband, they decreed that she is divorced, and forfeits her marriage settlement. On the other
hand, if the husband refuses to accompany his wife to Palestine, he is bound to divorce her and pay her settlement.
They further say: It is better to dwell in the Holy Land, even in a town mostly inhabited by heathens, than abroad
in a town chiefly peopled by Israelites; for he who dwells in the Holy Land is compared to him who has a G-d,
whilst he who dwells abroad is compared to him who has no G-d. Thus says David: 'For they have driven me out
this day from abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, Go, serve other G-ds' (I Samuel 26:19), which means
that he who dwells abroad is as if he served strange G-ds. To Egypt they ascribed a certain superiority over other
countries on the basis of a syllogism in the following way: If Egypt, with regard to which a covenant was made,
is a forbidden land, other countries are still more so. Another saying is: To be buried in Palestine is as if buried
beneath the altar. They praise him who is in the land more than him who is carried thither dead. This is expressed
thus: He who embraces it when alive is not like him who does so after his death. They say concerning him who
could live there, but did not do so, and only ordered his body to be carried thither after his death: While you lived
you made Mine inheritance an abomination, but in death 'you come and contaminate my country' (Jeremiah 2:1).
It is told that R. Hananyah, when asked whether it was lawful for a person to go abroad in order to marry the
widow of his brother, said: His brother married a pagan woman; praised be G-d who caused him to die; now this
one follows him The sages also forbade selling estates or the remains of a house to a heathen, or leaving a house
in ruins. Other sayings are: Fines can only be imposed in the land itself; no slave must be transported abroad, and
many similar regulations. Further, the atmosphere of the Holy Land makes wise. They expressed their love of the
land as follows: He who walks four yards in the land is assured of happiness in the world to come, R. Zéra said
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to a heathen who criticized his foolhardiness in crossing a river without waiting to reach a ford, in his eagerness
to enter the land: How can the place which Moses and Aaron could not reach, be reached by me?

9. Rabbi Elazar Azkari (16™ century Israel), Sefer HaCharedim, Mitzvot of the Land of Israel Chapter
2
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Every Jew must love Israel and travel to her from the ends of the world with great yearning like a son the bosom
of his mother. For the beginning of our affliction which was set for us to weep for generations of because we
despised it as it is said (Tehillim 106:24) the despised the land of desire and in the redemption of our souls may
be soon it is written “that your servants wanted her stones and loved her dust”.
It’s known that the main reward of a mitzvah is for the great joy as it writes (Devarim 28:47), since you don’t
serve G-d with joy, if so one who dwell in the land of Israel must be constantly happy in its love. But he must
also be fearful and concerned as Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai writes (Tikkunei Zohar 10:25:2) and mitzvah
performed without love and fear isn’t a mitzvah. Therefore it says in Tractate Derech Eretz “be joyful and fearful
of mitzvot™.

10. Rabbi Meir Simcha of Dvinsk (19'" century Lithuania), Letter from “Kol Yisrael” 5687 Volume 6
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Love of the land [of Israel] is not love of the homeland when the Frenchman loves his homeland and respects the
capital of his country Paris because it is a national emotion. Love of the land is a branch of the commandment of
love of G-d, for He who loves G-d loves the house and abode of G-d, and the Land of Israel is the place that
Hashem chose as his abode as it writes (Tehillim 132:13) “For Hashem chose Zion, he desired it as a dwelling
place”.

11. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook (20t Century Israel) Orot Chapter 1
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The Land of Israel is not an external thing, an external acquisition to the nation, only a means for the purpose of
the national unity and the strengthening of physical or even spiritual fitness. The Land of Israel is an intrinsic
aspect bound in a living connection with the nation, tied up in its inner qualities with its existence.
And therefore it is impossible to understand the content of the virtue of the sanctity of the Land of Israel, and to
bring out the depth of its preciousness, with any rational human logic but only with the Spirit of G-d which is
upon the nation as a whole, in the natural spiritual imprint in the soul of Israel, which sends her light in natural
colors in all the ways of the healthy feeling, and she is her supreme sunrise according to the same measure of the
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supreme holy spirit, and shines its celestial light through that trait of the celestial spirit, which fills life and
supreme pleasure in the hearts of the holy ideals and the depths of Jewish thought.

12. Rabbi Yissachar Tamar (20t century Israel), Alei Tamar on Yerushalmi Shviit 4:7

0°72°7 737 ,N1I2Y NPNIR DW 1R ORI PIARD TR DR AR 210 2XK DU 2100 770172 77R2 INWRY TR 07 19°0)
DRI PIRY T2ART TR 7291 KX I0YN ORI PIR O AT TR 2R TR T1ORT 01 IR P arnmpae swrhw M7
PIXOIT 737 DRI PR OV WRW TWI9R YW PAW O1NIRR WhWwn M7 AR 22w MPtNa AR 0TI 292 Py Py mvpw
17 23w ATV 1M DR PIRYD 7200 720RT K17 70 0K MPNT YW 0272 03 OY2a0 19IN2 2°Wn 292 1IN PRI PIRD

1270 X202 7Y 3TN A7INT AYO0I2Y 1125 779 11091 TPIAR NMIXTY 737 1200 PRI TR Va0 e
And one told me that his wife visited Soviet Russia with her relatives and brought with her chocolate from Eretz
Yisrael in a package of Hebrew letters, and behold the third generation children of Communism kissed the
packaging paper out of love that it is chocolate and paper of the Land of Israel. And now, go out and learn how
the love for the Land of Israel is deeply ingrained in the hearts of Jews and even in their babies and even the third
generation of communism that heard only a faint rumor heard about the Land of Israel. The spark of the Land of
Israel awakens inadvertently and naturally even in the hearts of the babies and if so is the love and affection for
the Land of Israel 1 am sure in with Hashem’s help that even the third and fourth generation of the dispersed of
Israel will return here to desire her stones and lover her for building and planting Torah and supporting until the
Mashiach...
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Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the late Rabbi, participated in the laying of the foundation for the Neve Israel
neighborhood. He saw the road leading to the field was full of stones. And although he was old and weak, he
himself cleared about fifty stones and his lips whispered “Clear, clear the path, remove its stones. And from it the
other participants of the celebration saw and did as he did and thus the way was cleared of the stones. It’s know
that the Rabbi may his memory be blessed commanded that during his Eulogy they should recite his praises except
for one praise: “Woe upon, an old Jew of the Land of Israel”.
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I would like to point out here what | was told that the Honorable Rabbi of the Land of Israel from Sadigura, from
here in Tel Aviv, used to come to the Great Synagogue on the Independence Day of the state and say praise in
public, and when those praying dance in front of the street of the synagogue, he would participate in the circe and
dance with joy and He had a special joy for the Rebbe that day, and when one of his followers entered into a
conversation with him, he told him that when he lived in Vienna, the Nazis may they be wiped out entered there
and their first job was to abuse Jews. And as a rabbi of the Jews they chose him to be a sweeper of the city streets.
They gave him a big broom to sweep and in the course of the work he said: “Lord of the Worlds I will get another




broom and sweep the streets of the Land of Israel. And again they put a Nazi flag in his hand and forced him to
set the Nazi flag in a tall building. And again during the act, he said: “Master of the World | should have the
privilege of raising the Israeli flag in a high place in the Land of Israel. When he got to immigrate to Eretz Israel,
he wanted to keep his word, but it was impossible for him to stand in the street and sweep the street in front of
everyone. What did he do? On Independence day, He got up at 3:00 in the morning and took a big broom and
swept his streets. Then he took the flag of Israel on Independence Day and set it on the roof with the joy and
enthusiasm that G-d received his prayer. And hence his joy and enthusiasm on the day of the rebirth of the State
of Israel, a lover of his country and wise will hear a thing and add a lesson.




