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The blessings of sheva berachot!
e Rabbi Chelbo/Rav Huna/Rabbi Abba bar Zavda/Rav - Betulah and almanah both require berachot
o Q: But Rav Huna says there is no berachah for an almanah!
o ATl:Rav Huna said there is a berachah if it is his first marriage, but otherwise not.

= But Rav Huna learned the requirement of ten for sheva berachot from Boaz/Ruth; it was a
second marriage for both!2

o A2:Rav Huna said 7 days if it is a first marriage for one of them, and otherwise 1 day

* Q: But on 5a we said to arrange wedding dates to ensure that he will gladden her for 3 days;
where did 3 come from?

= Al:Ifit's not the first marriage for either, then 1 day of berachot, 3 of simchah

= A2: Ifit's his first marriage, then 7 days of berachot, 3 of simchah

(7b) Q: But a braita says 7 for betulah and 1 for almanah - isn’t the latter case even if

it is his first marriage?

e A: No; the 1 for almanah is where both have been married before.

e Q: So list all possibilities: betulah 7, bachur/almanah 7, almon/almanah 12

e A: It gave the clear cases - betulah is always 7, almanah is at least 1.

The Problem
His Status Her Status Sheva Berachot?
Rav Huna/Rav 2 First Yes
Rav Huna/Rav 2 Second Yes
Rav Huna 2 Second No
Solution 1
His Status Her Status Sheva Berachot?
Rav Huna Second First Yes
Rav Huna First Second Yes
Rav Huna Second Second No
Solution 2
His Status Her Status Sheva Berachot?
Rav Huna Second First 7
Rav Huna First Second 7
Rav Huna Second Second 1
Challenge 1
His Status Her Status Simchah
Braita 2 [ 3
Challenge 2
His Status Her Status Sheva Berachot?
Braita 2 First 7
Braita 2 Second 1

! Note: “Widow” references in the gemara include all second marriages
2 See Bava Batra 91a linking Boaz and lvtzan of Shoftim 12:8-10
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1. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Ishut 10:12
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And the Sages also enacted that all who marry a betulah should rejoice with her for seven days. He does not go to
work and he does not trade in the market; they eat, drink and rejoice. Whether he is a bachur or not. And if she is a
beulah then there are no fewer than three days; this is an enactment of the Sages for Jewish women, to be glad with the
beulah for three days, whether he is marrying for the first time or not.
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Regarding the fact that for sheva berachot, a betvlah who marries a man who has been married before and a woman
who has been married before with a bachur are the same, to have seven days, but for rejoicing they are not the same:
One could say that sheva berachot are to increase the joy of the chafan. A bachur who has not married before is
happier. When a befulah marries a man who has been married before, too, he is happier, for she is a betulah. And
when both have been married before, the joy is not the same, and one day suffices for sheva berachot.
But for simchah and days of feasting, these were enacted for her benefit, as we say, “The sages were diligent for the
benefit of Jewish women, for him to rejoice with her, etc.” Therefore, for a betulah, who requires greater persuasion, he
must rejoice with her all seven days, even if he has been married before. But where she has been married before, she
does not need such persuasion, and three days of rejoicing suffice for her, and whether he is a bachur or he has been
married before, three days suffice, no more.
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The Rambam'’s view is that the law of sheva berachot and the law of simchah are two separate laws. The law of joy is

that he must make her glad; it depends on her, and whether she is a betuloh or a beulah. The law of sheva berachot

does not depend on this at all... It is called a “wedding house” all seven days...

4. Rambam Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Berachot 2:9
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How long do they recite the berachah? If both have been married before, they recite the berachah only on the first day.

And if a bachur marries a woman who has been married before, or a betviah marries a man who has been married

before, we recite the berachah all through the seven days of feasting.



