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Oil or Wax: Does Authenticity Matter2 2 "%
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The problem, and a first approach
e Read sources 1 and 2. Is Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi talking about Shabbat candles, or Chanukah candles?
e Then read source 3.

1. Talmud, Shabbat 21a-b
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Rav Huna said: The wicks and oils which the Sages said one may not use on Shabbat, one may not use on Chanukah
— whether Shabbat or weekday...
Rav Chisda said: One may use them for a weekday, but not for Shabbat...
Rabbi Zeira cited Rav Matna, or some said Rabbi Zeira cited Rav: The wicks and oils which the Sages said one may
not use on Shabbat, one may use on Chanukah — whether Shabbat or weekday... When Ravin came [from Israel], the
Sages said it before Abbaye in the name of Rabbi Yochanan and he did accept it.

2. Talmud, Shabbat 23a
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: All oils are good for the lamp, and olive oil is best. Abbaye said: At first the master

[Rabbah] sought sesame oil, saying that this had a more enduring light. Once he heard Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi's

statement, he sought olive oil, saying that this had a more clear light.

3. Tosafot Shabbat 23a wen
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It appears that this is regarding Chanukah lights, for the reason with which he concludes, that it produced more light.

But for Shabbat lights it is clear that olive oil is the most choice for the mitzvah.

4. Candles.org

Most early Western cultures relied primarily on candles rendered from animal fat (tallow). A major improvement came
in the Middle Ages, when beeswax candles were introduced in Europe. Unlike animal-based tallow, beeswax burned
pure and cleanly, without producing a smoky flame. It also emitted a pleasant sweet smell rather than the foul, acrid
odor of tallow.

Approach 2: The Miracle was with olive oil
e Read sources 5 and 8. Does the Rama prefer wax candles or olive oil2

5. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 673:1
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All of the wicks and oils are kosher for Chanukah lighting, even if the oil is not drawn after the wick and the flame does
not link well to those wicks.
Rama: But olive oil is the most choice for the mitzvah. And if olive oil is not found, the mitzvah is with oil that provides
pure and clean light. And in these lands, the practice is to use a wax candle, for its light is clear like that of oil.



6. Mordechai, Shabbat 268
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The Maharam would light [*on Shabbat] with olive oil in small metal lamps, because if it were clay, he would need

new ones each night as per Sofrim 20, “One may not light with an old lamp.” And he would place it above 3 tefach

and below 10 tefach...

7. Maharil, Chanukah 3
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[Maharil] would attach the shamash above all of the lights; the sign is “to place the lowly above.” Another sign is “the

Serafim stand above /0", meaning the 36 [1"7] Chanukah lights aside from the shamashim, from which we light. These

are the Serafim which stand above /o. He lit with olive oil.

8. Kol Bo 44
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The most choice for the mitzvah is olive oil, because the miracle was with that.

9. Food and Drink in Medieval Poland http://www.reenactor.ru/ARH/PDF/Dembinska.pdf
In both Western Europe and Poland, pork lard was the primary cooking fat. Where the French may have used olive oil,
Poles used hemp or poppy seed oils instead.

10. Regional Cuisines of Medieval Europe https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regional_cuisines_of_medieval_Europe
Olive oil was among the ubiquitous ingredients around the Mediterranean, but remained an expensive import in the
north where oil of poppy, walnut, hazel and filbert was the most affordable alternative...

11. Mishneh Berurah 673:4
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Wax — But the mitzvah is more to use oil than to use wax candles, for via oil the miracle occurred.

Approach 3: Ner vs. Avukah
e Read Source 12. What bothers Maharal about a wax candle? What kind of oil does he want?

12. Maharal, Ner Mitzvah pp. 24-25
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And because | have seen popular practices which shock me, | should mention them, and the wise and understanding
person who is careful with mitzvot will contemplate and choose that which appeals to him. First: Most people make wax
candles to light, other than those who are careful to light olive oil because it memorializes the miracle which occurred
in the Beit haMikdash. For it appears that [a wax candle] is entirely disqualified for Chanukah lights, for it is not called
a ner at all. The only thing called a neris when oil is placed in a vessel and a wick is inserted, for this is called ner—
not when they wrap wax around a wick. The same is true when they wrap fat around a wick; this is not a ner, only an
avukah...

Approach 4: The Mikdash
e Read sources 13-14. What do they present as the role of the chanukiah in celebrating Chanukah?
e Read source 15. What does Ramban say is the role of the chanukiah?




13.Talmud, Shabbat 21b
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What is Chanukah? Our sages taught: On the 25t of Kislev, there are eight days of Chanukah, when we neither
eulogize nor fast. For when the Greeks entered the Sanctuary, they contaminated all of the oil in the Sanctuary, and
when the monarchy of the house of the Chashmonaim mustered strength and defeated them, they searched and could
find only one jug of oil marked with the seal of the kohen gadol. There was only enough to kindle for one day, but a
miracle occurred and they kindled from it for eight days. The next year, they established them and made them Yamim
Tovim, with Hallel and thanks.

14.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Megilah v'Chanukah 3:3
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Because of this, the sages of that generation enacted that these eight days, from the night of the 25t of Kislev, should
be days of joy and Hallel, and they light lamps in the evening at the entrances of houses on each night of the eight
nights, to demonstrate and reveal the miracle. And these days are called “Chanukah”, and one may neither eulogize
nor fast on them, like the days of Purim. And lighting lamps on them is a rabbinic mitzvah, like reading the megilah.

15.Ramban, Commentary to Bamidbar 8:2
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| also saw in Midrash Tanchuma Behaalotcha 5 and Bamidbar Rabbah 15:5, “G-d told Moshe: Go tell Aharon, ‘Do
not fear; you are designated for greater than this. The korbanot will endure as long as the Beit haMikdash stands, but
the lamps will always shine toward the face of the menorah, and the blessings | have given you for blessing My children
will never cease.” It is known that when there is no Beit haMikdash, and the korbanot cease due to its destruction, then
the lamps also cease! However, they hinted here only to the lamps of the Chanukah of the Chashmonaim, which continue
even after the destruction, in our exile...

16.Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Shoresh 1
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The first shoresh: One should not include in this count of mitzvot those which are rabbinic. Know that this should not be
worth calling to your attention, as it is clear. Since the Talmud says, “613 mitzvot were stated to Moshe at Sinai,” how
could we say that a rabbinic enactment should be included in the count? But we have called it to your attention because
many have erred with this, counting Chanukah lights and reading the megilah among the commandments...

17.Raavad, Comment to Rambam’s Hilchot Berachot 11:15
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And if one will say that all rabbinic mitzvot have a/because they are comparatively optional, then what about the lights

of Chanukah? Perhaps because there is no set amount to light... Or because this blessing was established for the lights

in the Beit haMikdash, which are biblical, and so they made it like the blessings for biblical mitzvot...

The Challenge: What about Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi?
e Read Source 18. According to Rabbi Feinstein, why doesn’t Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi care about authenticity?




e What other reconciliation of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi and zecher /'mikdash might we suggest, based on
Sources 19-20¢

e What other reconciliation of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi and pirsumer nisa might we suggest, based on Sources
21-222

18.Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Dibrot Moshe Shabbat | He’arah 23
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It appears that this is because the olive oil accepted for the menorah is pounded, which is almost entirely non-existent

in our day, for people do not use it. This was specially produced for the menorah. Therefore, we lack the olive oil which

is accepted for the menorah. This is why Rabbah thought there was no status or advantage in regular olive oil for

Chanukah lighting.

19. Rashi to Menachot 66a amonR
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Ameimar counted days, but not weeks — He said: Today’s count is not a requirement, for there is no omer, but it is only
a memorial for the Mikdash. Therefore, counting days suffices.

20. Tosafot to Succah 29b J39wa
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It appears that the reason is because the first day is biblical outside the Beit haMikdash, and the other days are rabbinic,
to remember the Beit haMikdash, as found in Succah 44a. Therefore, the essential ‘taking’, meaning having four species,
and each person taking a set, was enacted for the other days to model it on the biblical mitzvah. The same is true for
hadar, to beautify the mitzvah. But the [disqualification of] deficient or borrowed species was not enacted.

21.Rashi to Megilah 18a s»19921
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Even if they don’t understand what they are hearing, they ask those who are listening, “What is this reading, how did
the miracle happen2” And those people inform them.

22.Rabbi Shimon Sofer, Hitorirut Teshuvah 1:153
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Apparently, one who lives among the nations must light outside the entrance to his home, or in a window close by, so
that the miracle will be publicized among the nations, for they will ask what it is and so the story and the essential
miracle will become known to them. This is a biblical text: “And | will be elevated and sanctified and known before the
eyes of many nations.” Many passages show that Gd cares about the desecration of His Name among the nations and
the sanctification of His Name among them.

Preferred Oils?e
23. https://oukosher.org/halacha-yomis/halachically-all-oils-are-acceptable-for-chanukah-candles-but-it-is-preferable-to-
use-olive-oil-does-gelled-olive-oil-which-is-solid-until-ithave-the-same-preferred-status-as-liquid-olive-oil /2category

A. It is preferable to light the menorah with olive oil for three reasons: the light from olive oil is pure and clear, the oil is
easily drawn into the wick, and finally (and perhaps most significantly), on Chanukah we commemorate the miracle of
the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash that burned for eight days, and that Menorah had to be lit with olive oil.
Gelled olive oil would not have been acceptable for use in the Bais Hamikdash because as a solid, it does not constitute
“olive oil”, which is a Biblical requirement for the Menorah. As such, gelled oil should not be the preferred choice for
lighting the Chanukah menorah as well. Nevertheless, Rav Shmuel Vosner (Shevet Haleivi 7:143) maintains that



gelled olive oil may be used /ichatchila (without reservation) for Chanukah, since it melts and becomes oil almost as
soon as the candle is lit. Though gelled oil would not be acceptable for use in the Bais Hamikdash, it is adequately
similar to liquid olive oil, and may be used for Chanukah. Rav Nissan Karelitz disagrees on this last point and maintains
that the preferred oil for Chanukah is limited to oil that was kosher for the Menorah in the Bais Homikdash.

24. https://oukosher.org/halacha-yomis/are-all-grades-of-olive-oil-equally-acceptable-for-the-chanukah-menorah/

A. As is previously noted, olive oil is the preferred choice for the Chanukah menorah. A primary reason is because we
are commemorating the miracle that occurred in the Bais HaMikdash, and only olive oil was acceptable for the Menorah
used in the Temple. The Gemara (Menachos 86a) describes the process by which oil was produced for the Menorah in
the Bais HaMikdash. It was cold-pressed, unrefined and uncooked. Since the miracle in the Bais HaMikdash occurred
with unrefined, cold-pressed olive oil, it stands to reason that the oil used for the Chanukah candles should also be cold-
pressed and unrefined. On a practical level, Rav Elyashiv noted, this means that the Chanukah lights should be lit with
virgin or extra virgin olive oil exclusively, as other grades of olive oil, such as “pure”, “light”, and “pomace” are all
refined with a heating process. By the same token, it is preferable to use edible olive oil for the Chanukah candles, as
inedible olive oil could not be used in the Bais HaMikdash (Ashrei Halsh, Vol.3, Ch. 34:13: Peninei Chanuka, Ch.7,
pp- 138-140).

If only cooked olive oil or inedible olive oil are available, Rav Elyashiv ruled that the cooked olive oil takes precedence
over inedible oil. Cooked olive oil is olive oil, albeit it could not be used for the Menorah in the Bais HaMikdash. In
contrast, olive oil which is not edible loses its identity and is not treated as olive oil (Peninei Chanukah ibid, notes 151-

153).



