Megillat Esther, Week 8: Who is Haman2 / Mordechai Will Not Bow §
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Who is Haman?

1. Dr. Yoram Hazony, The Dawn pg. 45

Like Vashti’s insubordination, the treachery of his trusted officers leaves Ahashverosh exposed, before the kingdom and
in his own eyes: While he presumes to possess the power to rule the known world, it becomes apparent that he cannot
even tell what is happening in the palace at Susa. And just as Vashti’s rebellion leads him to reassert himself by deposing
and banishing her, so too does the rebellion of the king’s servants lead him to take drastic action to grind them all under
his heel. He responds to the chaos with the imposition of a figure he believes will be able to restore order, and whom
he intends to inspire awe in other would-be conspirators: Haman the Agagite, before whom, Ahashverosh decrees, the
entire political leadership of the empire is expected to pay obeisance.

2. Daniel 6:1-11

3. Talmud, Megilah 16a
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We have learned: Haman was the barber of Kfar Kartzom for 22 years.

4. Talmud, Megilah 13b
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“After these things” — What is “after”2 Rava said: After Gd created the cure for the wound...

5. Talmud, Megilah 12b
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“Memuchan” - This is Haman.

6. Midrash, Pesikta Zutrita to Esther 1:16
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It is written Mumchan, for he was prepared (muchan) for punishment. “Memuchan” was the least of them all. Rabbi
Abba bar Kahana said: We see here that a common person jumps to the front.

7. Malbim to Esther 3:1
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The commentators explained that once Achashverosh forgot that Esther had told him this in Mordechai’s name, and this
king very much wished, especially, to reward those who benefited him, and he found nothing he could do to repay
Esther for saving his life from destruction, so he thought that this would be good for her, to help the officers who counseled
him to take Esther. The first of these sarisim was Mehuman, and he had advised him to seek young girls, and through
this he married Esther. Therefore, he elevated him atop the clouds.
Also, after [Achashverosh] forgot who exposed Bigtan and Teresh, it was easy for Haman, for whom the time was
fortuitous, to introduce into the king’s heart that he had been the one to tell it. Therefore he elevated him, such that
Haman wore a garment that was not his own. This honour was truly due to Mordechai, but this was caused by Gd to
fall upon the head of the wicked one temporarily, until the time would come to return the crown to its rightful owner.
“He elevated... and he raised him” - It is the way of kings not to elevate a common person suddenly, from the lowest
rank to the highest rank. Therefore, he elevated him rank by rank...



Mordechai refuses to bow
8. Who won't bow?2 Bereishit 18:2, 23:7, 33:3, 42:6

9. Talmud, Megilah 19a, based on Esther 8:26
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What did Mordechai see that made him anger Haman?2 “For this” - for he made himself a foreign god.

10. Talmud, Sanhedrin 61b
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One who serves a foreign god out of love or fear: Abbaye says liable, Rava says exempt. ..

Abbaye said: What is my source2 We have learned, “’Do not bow to them’ — Do not bow to them, but bow to people,

who are like you. Even if the person is worshipped, like Haman? It says, ‘And do not worship them.”” Haman was only

worshipped out of fear [and yet it was prohibited]!

What would Rava say? The prohibition is only if it is like Haman, but not like Haman. Haman was himself worshipped

as a foreign god; but not like Haman, in that Haman was worshipped out of fear, and the prohibition is only if it is not

out of fear.

11.  Malbim to Esther 3:2
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Regarding the reason why Mordechai refused to bow to him, commentators have explained that it was because such
bowing would be a form of accepting Divinity. Thus the early nations, believers in illusions, ascribed to anyone who
was found to possess a greater level of wisdom or might or wealth that he was a son of the gods, or that a particular
star or celestial force influenced him. As it said of Nevuchadnezzar (Daniel 2), “And he worshipped Daniel, and said
that offerings should be brought before him.” Therefore, Mordechai refused to do this, as a Jew.

12. Rashi to Sanhedrin 61b
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He made himself a foreign god, as Megilah 19a says, for otherwise Mordechai would not have started with him, and
would have bowed to him.

13. Midrash, Esther Rabbah 7:5
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What did Haman do? He embroidered a form on his clothes and on his chest, and anyone who bowed to Haman was
bowing to the foreign god.

14. Jerusalem Talmud, Sheviit 4:2
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In public, don’t even listen to [a threat] regarding a light mitzvah. Like Lulianus and his brother Pappus, who were given
water in a coloured glass, but they rejected it.

15. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra to Esther 3 fn 2
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One should note that the text says of Haman ‘kneeling and bowing’ together. We have not found this combination in

Scripture, other than regarding Gd alone. We have not even found ‘kneeling’ alone before a human ruler, but only in

honour of Gd or a prophet (or vis-a-vis idolaters, in honour of their deity).



16. Prof. Yoram Hazony, The Dawn pp. 60-61, 67-68

Jews do not refuse to bow before kings or their viziers. Jews refuse to bow before idols. Are we then to understand that
Mordechai believed the vizier somehow to be an idol, that he had made of himself a god?

When the rabbis retold the story of Mordechai’s refusal, they understood that such was indeed the case... If we are to
fully appreciate the Jews' war against the vizier, a war which opens with a man who will not bend, and closes with the
deaths of a substantial part of the fighting power of Persia, we must understand the idolatry against which the war was
fought...

So long as Ahashverosh took decisions through broad consultation with a range of advisers, there was every reason to
hope that the laws and actions of the Persian state would tend towards at least the roughest approximation of a just
setflement among the competing perspectives, interests and fruths in the empire. Haman’s installation, however,
eliminating as it did the action of interests other than his own, in principle suppressed the search for a greater truth on
the part of the state; henceforth it would become defined by the perspectives and desires of a single man, Haman... his
elevation transformed him (and Ahashverosh, as well) into a usurping god, a pretender to knowledge and power he did
not have, an idol...

17. Refusals
e Daniel 1:7-8
e Daniel 3:1-12
e Daniel 6:11

18. Abarbanel, Maayan 6 Tamar 3 (pg. 312)
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The entire statue, head to toe, was of gold, demonstrating that all empires to come after him and reign over the world
would be from his descendants and the Babylonian Empire, and not only the head, but also the arms and thighs and
loins. And so he instructed that they gather from all of the nations and tongues throughout his empire, and that all would
fall and bow before that idol, to hint that they would be humbled and conquered before his reign, eternally. Therefore,
this was performed with music, like a king's coronation...
But Chananiah, Mishael and Azariah did not want to bow to that statue, because they believed truly and enduringly in
the order of the four empires, and they longed for the fifth empire. Therefore, they did not want to accept upon themselves
this eternal empire, which would be the opposite of their belief and tradition.

19. Talmud, Megillah 12a
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Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai's students asked him: Why did the Jews of that generation deserve destruction? He replied,

"You tell me!" The students said: Because they benefited from that wicked person's feast.

20. Talmud, Megilah 12b-13a
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Rabbah bar bar Chanah cited Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi: His father was of Benjamin; his mother was of Judah.
And the Sages said: The families quarreled with each other: Judah said, “I caused Mordechai to be born, as David did
not kill Shimi ben Gera (see Shemuel Il 16).” And Benjamin said, “[Mordechai] came from mel”



Rava said: The Jews said the opposite — See what the Judahite did to me, and how the Benjaminite paid me! What the
Judahite did to me in that David did not kill Shimi, from whom was born Mordechai, who angered Haman. And how
the Benjaminite paid me in that Shaul did not kill Agag, from whom was born Haman, who pained Israell

The Lottery
21. Appearance 3:7,9:24, 9:26

22. Malbim to Esther 3:7
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