THELIGHT OF TORAH
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1. bShabbat 21b

It was taught in a beraitta: the mitzvah of Hanukkah is ner
ish u-beito. The mehadrin is one light for each and every
person. And the mehadrin min ha-mehadrin, Beit Sham-
mai says: on the first day one lights eight and, from that
point, decreases. Beit Shammai says: on the first day one
lights one and, from that point on, increases.

Ulla said: Two Amoraim in the West [i.e., Israel] disagreed.
R.Yoseib. Avin and R. Yosei b. Zevida. One said Beit Sham-
mai’s rationale was to count remaining days, and Beit Hil-
lel’s rationale was to count the days already observed. The
other said that Beit Shammai followed the paradigm of the
bulls of the festival [of Sukkot], while Beit Hillel believed
that one always increases sanctity and never decreases.

Rabba bar bar Hana said in the name of R. Yohanan: there
were two elders in Zidon. One followed Beit Shammai and
one followed Beit Hillel. One gave a reason for his actions,
to correspond to the bulls of the festival, and one gave a
reason for his actions - that one always increases sanctity
and never decreases.

2. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Megillah and Hanukkah 4:1

How many candles should one light on Hanukkah? The
mitzvah is that a single candle should be lit in each and
every house, regardless of whether there are many mem-
bers of the household, or merely one person [lives] there. A
person who performs the mitzvah in a beautiful and con-
scientious manner should light candles for every member
of the household, whether male or female. A person who is
even more conscientious in his performance of the mitzvah
than this and observes the mitzvah in the most desirable
manner should light candles for every member of his
household, a candle for each individual, whether male or
female, on the first night. On each subsequent night, he
should add a candle.
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3. Tosafot, Shabbat 21b s.v. ve-hamehadrin min...

It seems to Ri that Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel were only
discussing ner ish u-beito in order to increase the beautifi-
cation [of the mitzvah] because it is clear that when he adds
or subtracts it is for the days remaining or observed. But, if
he had a ner for every member of his household, even if he
added every day it would not be clear [to the observer] for
he might just think that that is how many people are in the
home.

4. Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 671:2

How many lights should one kindle? On the first night, he
kindles one [light]. From then on he continues to add one
each night, until on the last night they are eight. And even
if the household members are many, they should not kindle
more.

Rama: And some say that every one of the household mem-
bers kindles (Maimonides) and such is the widespread cus-
tom. And they should take care to each place their lights in
a unique place, so that it will be apparent how many lights
they are kindling. (Abraham Kara of Prague)

5. Be'er Hetev, Ibid., 3

And it is unique that Sephardim follow Tosafot and Ashke-
nazim follow Rambam, which we do not find anywhere
else.

6. Darkhei Moshe, Ibid., 1

The Mahara mi-Prague writes that because we light in-
doors and it is known how many live in the house, we need
not worry others will be confused as to how many are in
the house and thus, even according to Tosafot, our practice
is correct.
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7. Rif, Shabbat 9b (Rif Pagination)

It was taught in a beraitta: the mitzvah of Hanukkah is ner
ish u-beito. The mehadrin is one light for each and every
person. And the mehadrin min ha-mehadrin, Beit Sham-
mai says: on the first day one lights eight and, from that
point, decreases. Beit Shammai says: on the first day one
lights one and, from that point on, increases.

The rationale of Beit Shammai is to correspond to the bulls
of the festival, others say it’s to count the days remaining.

The rationale of Beit Hillel is to count the days that have
been observed, others say it is to increase in holiness and
never to decrease.

Rabba bar bar Hana said in the name of R. Yohanan: there
were two elders in Zidon. One followed Beit Shammai and
one followed Beit Hillel. One gave a reason for his actions,
to correspond to the bulls of the festival, and one gave a
reason for his actions - that one always increases sanctity
and never decreases.

8. Mishnah Berurah 671, 5

If you only have nine candles [for the whole of Chanukah]
you should light two on the second night. But if you have
ten candles, even still you should only light two on the sec-
ond night but on the third night refrain from lighting two
and just light one.
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