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The Tower and the Ladder:
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'Etemenanki,’ is another name for the structure.

1 Based on an article by Prof. Yehuda Elizur

- Where is the Real “Place”?
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10) And Jacob went out from Beersheba and 1) And the whole earth was of one language,
went toward Haran. and of one speech.

11) And he lighted upon the place, and tarried 2) And it came to pass, as they journeyed from
there all night, because the sun was set; and the east, that they found a plain in the land
he took one of the stones of the place, and of Shinar; and they lived there.
put it under his head, and lay down in that 3) And they said one to another, Come, let us
place to sleep. make bricks, and burn them thoroughly. And

12) And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up they had brick for stone, and slime had they
on the earth, and the top of it reached to for mortar.
heaven; and behold the angels of God 4)  And they said, Come, let us build us a city
ascending and descending on it. and a tower, whose top may reach to heaven;

13) And, behold, the Lord stood beside him, and let us make us a name, lest we be
and said: I am the Lord, the God of scattered abroad upon the face of the whole
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac. earth.

The land whereon thou liest, to thee will 1 5) And the Lord came down to see the city and
give it, and to thy seed. the tower, which the sons of men built.

14) And thy seed shall be as the dust of the 6) And the Lord said, Behold, the people are
carth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the one, and they have all one language; and this
west, and to the east, and to the north, and they begin to do; and now nothing will be
to the south. And in thee and in thy seed shall restrained from them, which they have
all the families of the earth be blessed. schemed to do.

15) And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 7) Come, let us go down, and there confuse
thee whithersoever thou goest, and will bring their language, that they may not understand
thee back into this land; for I will not leave one another’s speech.
thee, until I have done that which I have 8) So the Lord scattered them abroad from
spoken to thee of.' there upon the face of all the earth; and they

16) And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he left off the building of the city.
said: 'Surely the Lotd is in this place; and I 9) Therefore is the name of it called Babel;
knew it not.' because the Lord did there confuse the

17) And he was afraid and said: 'How full of awe language of all the earth; and from there did
is this place! this is none other than the house the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face
of God, and this is the gate of heaven.' of all the earth.

18) And Jacob rose up early in the morning and
took the stone that he had put under his
head, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil
upon the top of it.

19) And he called the name of that place Beth-
el, but the name of the city was Luz at the
first.

20) And Jacob vowed a vow, saying: 'If God will
be with me, and will keep me in this way that
I go, and will give me bread to eat, and
raiment to put on,

21) so that I come back to my father's house in
peace, then shall the Lord be my God,

22) and this stone, which I have set up for a
pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that
Thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth
unto Thee.'
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