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17:48-51 David kills Goliath Rt
1. Radak to Shemuel | 17:50
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“With the sling and with the stone” — From afar, with a sling. When he drew near, with a hand-held stone, without a
sling.

2. Radak to Shemuel | 17:49 (2nd, 3rd, 4th reasons)
...7720 PP X2 RY 0D 0 PR PIRWD PR LITEN DR ONWHDI DR 797 "R 209 "7 DR 720 CNwHET Qv 717 DAnDR 0% WK IR
Rirkamiryiimiehiniyiea 2yw 9122 12ART DR 717 '[’bwer 172 W72 MR 1271 ,17¥N2 av2anI nxn oY WK 1ART 772V 1ARA 2D WO
WP T DR 3"2pn HWAY 277 1 TR N
ZbPﬂ T1X92 7IRTTI JART QPRI ININDY INIPRA T2 VYA QPR TIW IWOR IN
And since David’s war with the Philistine was caused by Gd, and the text says he struck the Philistine upon his forehead,
one need not ask how it happened, for no cause is impossible for Gd...
And perhaps the stone crossed the shield upon his forehead and sank into his forehead. And so in a derash, that when
David cast the stone against the iron upon his forehead, it sank into his forehead. This is one of cases in which Gd gave
the soft power over the hard.
Or perhaps there was a small space exposed in that spot, and there the stone landed, as Gd willed it.

3. Radak to Shemuel | 17:49 (1 reason)
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Some ask how the stone sank into his forehead; didn’t the copper helmet upon his head cover his forehead? It is not
possible that he lacked a shield upon his forehead, for his entire body was covered in shielding! And they say that when
he said, “l will put out your flesh for the birds of the heavens,” he looked upward when mentioning the birds of the
heavens, and that which was on his forehead slipped backward. Then David slung [the stone], striking him on his
forehead. This is a derash.

4. Natural causes for David's success
o His forehead was exposed (Daat Mikra, Radak, Ralbag, Abarbanel, Midrash cited in Radak)
e The stone was very dense and very fast, and well-aimed (Gladwell)
e Bleeding in the brain (Hebrew Wikipedia editor)
e Hypertrophied sinus frontalis due to acromegaly (Dr. Tzvi Rosen)

5. Midrash Shemuel 21:4
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“And he fell on his face, on the ground” so that this righteous one should not be pained; he was six cubits and a zeret
tall.
Or: Why did he fall on his face, on the ground? To bury the mouth which blasphemed...
Or: Why “And he fell on his face, on the ground”2 Because his god, Dagon, was placed on his chest...

6. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Milah 2:1
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One may use anything for circumcision... And the choicest mitzvah is to circumcise with iron...

7. Rabbi Yehoshua Falk, Perishah to Tur Yoreh Deah 264:7
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I've heard an explanation, via the midrash that such was promised to iron from the day when the iron helmet atop
Goliath’s head was split before David.

8. Raavan, “Ot Brit” Yotzer for a brit
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The one who played music well, when the Man in the Middle he split
The five of them were set before him, and they became as one to split him
The iron removed itself when it remembered his path
And the stone sank into his forehead.

9. Rabbi Mordechai haKohen, Siftei Kohen to Shemot 4:24
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When David came to kill Goliath with five smooth stones, (and) they became one stone, and there was a copper helmet
on Goliath’s head...

17:52-58 Aftermath

10. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 17:54
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The text said that David did not go to despoil and pillage as the rest of the nation did. But his spoils were the head of

Goliath the Philistine and his kelim, which [David] took and brought before Shaul. From there, they brought the head

through all of Israel’s cities, to inform the women and children, until they brought it to Jerusalem.

11.Radak to Shemuel | 17:54
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And then he brought it in his hand to the cities of Israel, to inform the women and children and those who were not at
the battle, until they brought it to Jerusalem.

12. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:54
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13. Radak to Shemuel | 17:54
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14.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, (3 pom) nvom 717
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Implements go to his “Ohel” Sword
Radak His home Nov
Abarbanel G-d’s ohel (Nov) G-d’s ohel (Nov)
Malbim His home Eventually moves to Nov
Rav Amnon Bazak First to Nov, then to his home later First to Nov, then to his home later




