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How to write in a siddur
1. Words and phrases for special meaning and concentration

2. Defeating the “blob of text” phenomenon
e Mizmor I'Todah
e Al haTzaddikim
e Hallel haGadol (Tehillim 136)
e Avinu Malkeinu
e Tachanun - the shomeir lines
e Emet ve’'Emunah

3. Wake-up calls
e Shema
e Seasonal insertions in shemoneh esreih
e Special requests in shemoneh esreih

4. Lines that require explanation

5. Food for thought notes
e MY TPRXA MPTY YT NYAMYA D¥2 MWTA AWy 117123 5919 1727 X179
e .1MAR M2V 1071 AR
e NV PR D1 XYY 11°NAY D173 19Wwa YRNn

6. Some sefarim which may help
e Commentaries to Tehillim
e Avudraham
e The World of Prayer (Rabbi Elie Munk)
e HaSiddur v'haTefillah (Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz)
e Yesodot haTefillah (Rabbi Eliezer Levi)
e B’Rumo shel Olam (Rabbi Dov Kook)
e Try different siddurim!

Elokai Neshamah
7. Talmud, Berachot 60b
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One who goes to sleep on his bed says from “Shema Yisrael” to “v’Hayah im shamoa”, and “Baruch haMapil...” When
he awakens, he says, “Elokai, the soul You have placed in me is pure...”

8. Tosafot to Pesachim 104b ko/
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This is shocking; why doesn't the blessing of “Elokai, neshamah” open with “Baruch”, since it was not originally adjacent
to another [blessing], as we say in Berachot 60b, “When he awakens, he says, “Elokai, the soul”! And this is also
difficult with “You were He before the world was created,” and Tefillat haDerech, which end, but do not start, with
“Baruch”! And one could say it's because these are not blessings, but only appreciation and prayer.

_Q;\:‘ bt 17



9. Rabbi Dov Kook, b’Rumo Shel Olam, pg. 6
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It seems that all of the elaboration of the wondrous blessing of “Healer of all flesh, who performs wonders,” which

addresses the body’s function, introduces the realization in the adjacent blessing, which deals with elaboration in matters

of the soul.

10. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Olat Ra”ayah pg. 66-68
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11.The Chafetz Chaim'’s lessons, m2°2nm1 978 B 21 7517 w175 pp. 35-36
e The pauper’s wasted loan
e You're going fo need this later



