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Megillat Esther, Week 6: A Nation in Exile / Mordechai the Power Player? / A Vegetarian ; ]
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com L! h:..":

The Jews as a nation in exile
1. “Yehud” Daniel 2:25, Ezra 5:8

2. Rashi to Esther 2:10
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So that they will say that she is from a degraded family and they will send her away, for if they would know that she
was from the family of King Shaul, they would keep her.

3. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Esther 2:9
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Some say Mordechai acted incorrectly, ordering Esther not to identify her nation; he feared that the king would not take
her as a wife if he would know she was from the exile. And others say [Mordechai] knew prophetically or from a dream
that salvation would come for Israel through her. And it appears right in my eyes [to say] that Mordechai did this so that
she could guard the Torah of Gd in secret, so she would not eat non-kosher meat and she would observe Shabbat and
the servants wouldn't realize it. For if it would become known, perhaps the king would compel her, or kill her, for she
was taken against her will.

4. Rabbi Chaim ibn Attar (18th century Morocco), Rishon |'Zion 2:10
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And it appears that two reasons compelled Mordechai to instruct Esther not to say.
First: When he saw that Esther was taken by the empire, and it is known that Israel of that time were captives and of
low esteem. Mordechai was concerned for Esther’s honour, that she not be degraded in the eyes of Achashverosh
because of her low status as part of the captivity. But [her low status] would not prevent Achashverosh from doing as he
lusted with her, due to her beauty — but he would not marry her, because of the low status of her nation. And we say in
Ketuvot 51b... The Talmud says of Esther that she knew Achashverosh would not marry her, because she would not be
suited for monarchy...
Therefore, he instructed her not to tell, so that even if Achashverosh would take her for relations, she would not remain
in this low position. Especially within the words of the Sages, that Achashverosh hated Israel, it is obvious that he would
not make her the queen and would not place the crown of monarchy upon her head.
| also say that Mordechai knew well that Esther was not taken to the palace for nothing. For Mordechai knew the
righteousness of this righteous woman, and Gd forbid that Gd should bring her to this, other than for a great need, as
developed in the end. As he said to her, “And who knows if for a time like this, etc.” Therefore he strategized, felling
her not to tell, for that reason.
Second: Mordechai wished to hide his relationship with Esther so that he would know what was done with her...

5. Mordechai and Esther https://www.ancient.eu/Marduk/ https://www.ancient.eu/ishtar/
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6. Mordechai in Israel? Ezra 2:2

7. Talmud, Megillah 13b
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Bigtan and Teresh were farsiyim, and they spoke the fursi tongue... And they did not know that

Mordechai was from those who sat in the Lishkat haGazit, and he knew seventy languages.

8. The exile of Yehoyachin/Yechanyah Melachim 11 24:11-15

9. Talmud, Megillah 10b
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“Instead of thorns a cypress will ascend, and in place of nettles a myrtle will ascend (Isaiah 58:13)” - “In place of
thorns” is wicked Haman, who made himself an idol... “A cypress (6ro0sh) will ascend” is Mordechai, who is called the
head (rosh) of all spices, as Shemot 30:23 says, “And now take for yourself besamim rosh: Mor dror” which is rendered
in Aramaic is Marei deichi....

10. Names Daniel 1:7

Mordechai at the palace gate: A false note?
11.GPS Esther 2:11, 2:19, 2:21, 4:2, 5:9, 6:12

12.Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Esther 2:9
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And we know that Mordechai was among the leaders of Israel, for he was third among the nobles who ascended with
Zerubavel. And when he saw that the Beit haMikdash was not built, he came to Elam and he was at the king’s gate at
the palace, which reflects great stature. Ad Daniel placed his colleagues in charge over the kingdom of Babylon (Daniel
3:30). And he was at the king's gate, and if Mordechai had not been among the king’s servants before the event with
Esther, the servants would not have let him walk before the yard of the women'’s house.

13. Malbim to Esther 2:19

W"OW AMA K27 7121 ,10°22 ANK IRYAY M2V 12 WY AT 02w TARD VOWN? MDD 7Y T W WY MR T2YN1 DTN
LT17 D2 R3O0 W AR T20) T WYY

Mordechai was elevated to sit at the king’s gate upon the seats of justice as one of the nobles. They did this for him

because they found her in his house. She then assumed that they would give him greatness and honour of they would

know that she was cousin...

14.Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 1:1 with Yedid Nefesh commentary
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Rabbi Chiya Rabbah said to Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta in the yeshiva of Rebbe: Thus is the redemption of Israel, at
first bit by bit, and as it goes along it increases... So at the start “And Mordechai sat at the king’s gate”, and then “And



Haman took the garb and the horse,” and then “And Mordechai returned to the king’s gate,” and then “And Mordechai
went out before the king in royal garb,” and then, “The Jews had light and joy.”

Yedid Nefesh: “And Mordechai returned to the king's gate” — He returned to his sackcloth and fasting. This is parallel
to the darkness of morning, a situation in which the darkness returns for a time, and then illumination continues.

15. Yoram Hazony, The Dawn, pg. 29

The narrative relates that by the time of the festivities surrounding the coronation of the new queen, and probably long
before then, Mordechai had been in the habit of “sitting in the king’s gate” (2:19), the receiving area of the citadel, in
which the supplicants of the empire waited for an audience with the king or tried to obtain one when they had business.....
Of course, those who make it their business to “sit” in the king’s gate are no more than inert than those today who have
a “seat” in parliament, and the obvious inference is that Mordechai was by this time a known figure, deeply involved
in the intrigues of the court....

The seeds
16. The original Daniel 1:8-16

17.Talmud, Megilah 13a
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"And he altered her and her maids for the best in the women's residence." Rav said: He fed her Jewish food. Shemuel

said: He fed her the necks of pigs. Rabbi Yochanan said: Seeds, as in Daniel 1:16 "And hameltzartook their patibaga...

and gave them seeds."

18. Rashi to Daniel 1:21
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According to the view that Hatach is Daniel and he was called Hatach because he was cut down [A-+c], we must say
that this was Cyrus |, from before Achashverosh. According to the view that it was because all of the throne's matters
were cut [A-+] on his word, this was Darius I, who followed Achashverosh. During the days of Darius |, when Daniel
was thrown into the lions' den, he did not descend from greatness; see Daniel 6:29.

19. Rabbi Moshe Isserless (16t century Poland), Rama Orach Chaim 695:2, citing 13t-14th century Kol Bo
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Some say one should eat seeds on Purim, to remember the seeds that Daniel and his friends ate in Babylon. (Kol Bo)



