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Introduction To The Thought of Rav Kook #1
Who Was Rav Kook And Why Is He So Hard To Understand?

1)Simcha Raz, An Angel Among Men pg. 4

The boy Avraham Yitzhak invented a new game in order to entertain himself and his friends in
Cheder. During the break, the small children would set themselves up in rows with their bags
on their shoulders, as if they were preparing to go on a long journey, and he, little Avraham’lke
would conduct them. They would ask each other: “To where are we going?” and he would
respond “To Eretz Yisrael.” His face shined happily.

2)Yitzhak Mirsky, An Intellectual and Spiritual Biography, pg. 75-76
Bengis noticed that young Kook would, during his Talmud study, repeatedly glance down at
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glances at Maskilic literature or newspapers and Bengis reported his fears to the Netziv who
told him to leave Kook alone, saying, “he’s a Zaddik.” Unable to restrain himself, Bengis

eventually stole a glance at Kook’s mysterious paper, “and what did | find? Pieces of paper,
handwritten with the Name of G-d.” Duly humbled, Bengis reported his find back to Netziv.
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