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Tefillah, Week 5: How to write in your siddur
R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com Lo I

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 2:4
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One who prays and finds himself at 'shomeia fefillah’ may assume he had proper intent... Rabbi Chiyya the Great
said: | never concentrated properly; once | tried to concentrate, and then | began to wonder who goes before the king
first, the duke or the exilarch. Shemuel said: | count clouds (other editions: birds). Rabbi Bun bar Chiyya said: | could
bricks. Rabbi Matniyah said: | am grateful to my head, for when | reach Modim it bows on its own!
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Why use a siddur

2. Tosefta Shabbat 13:4
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Even though blessings contain the letters of the Name and many matters of Torah, one may not save them; they are

burned where they are. Therefore they said: Those who write blessings are as those who burn Torah.

3. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 93:2
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4. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 185:1
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5. Rabbi Dovid halevi, Taz Orach Chaim 90:5
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6. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 49:1
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7. Rabbi Yosef Teomim, Pri Megadim, Orach Chaim 53 Mishbetzot Zahav 15
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In some communities they write a special siddur for the chazan to use, and this is appropriate; it is appropriate even
for individuals to pray from a siddur...

8. Rabbi Moshe Isserless, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 132:2
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9. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Rabbi Moshe Isserless, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 100:1
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10. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 96:9
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The acharonim wrote that it is also appropriate to hold an open siddur during repetition of the amidah, so that one's
ears will be open to that which the chazan says.

11.Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 96:2
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One may hold a book of prayers in his hand when praying; he will not be distracted since he holds it for prayer...

12.Rabbi Moshe Isserless, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 96:2
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13. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 95:5
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Our problems: Fixed text; Blob of text; Familiarity
14. Mishnah Berachot 4:4
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Rabbi Eliezer said: One who makes his prayer 'fixed' - his prayer is not a proper plea.

15.Talmud, Bava Batra 164b-165a
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One is not saved from three sins daily: Thoughts of immorality, examination of prayer, and [almost] harmful speech.

16. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:51
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Should you pray with movement of your lips and your face to the wall but think about your commerce... you will be

close to those regarding whom it is written, 'You are close to their mouths, but far from their innards.'

Writing in a siddur?

17.Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Yechaveh Daat 4:26
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18. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Rabbi Moshe Isserless, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 90:23
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One should not pray opposite clothes with designs... and if one happens to pray opposite a garment or wall with a

picture, he should close his eyes.

Rama: Therefore, one may not draw pictures in the books from which we pray, lest that prevent concentration.

19. Alternatives: http://lauramiller.typepad.com/lauramiller /2009 /03 /how-to-write-in-a-book. html


http://lauramiller.typepad.com/lauramiller/2009/03/how-to-write-in-a-book.html

