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Why Isn’t David Intimidated? (continued)
1. Ralbag to Shemuel | 17:26
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David volunteered to fight the Philistine, knowing what would be done for the one who would strike him. It appears that
even though he relied on Gd, to take His vengeance against this Philistine for he had come to blaspheme against the
camps of the Living Gd, he [also] relied in this upon what Shemuel had promised him, the throne. It is as though he
thought this [fight] would be the means by which to complete the Divine will, leading to the sprouting of his monarchy.
As the king's son-in-law, it would be possible that he would achieve success in [attaining?] the monarchy.

2. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:22
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Hashem caused that “when David came to the circle,” the place of the encampment, at the same time “[he encountered]

the soldiers going out to the battlefield, and they trumpeted” to greet the arms. And so his brothers were not in the circle

of the camp, and David was forced to run to the battlefield, and so he saw the Philistine and was moved to action by

his words.

3. Malbim to Shemuel | 16:23
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It told with this how Gd caused David to come to Shaul, which was the first cause for all that happened to him until he
became king, as was destined for him.

4. Malbim to Divrei haYamim Il 32:1
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“After these things [and truth]” comes to exclude, lest we say that Sancherev came to [Chizkiyahu] because of some sin
for which Gd wished to punish him. Just the opposite, he came after these things and this truth, for all of [Chizkiyahu's]
service was in fruth and with a complete heart, without any false element, and he never strayed from his good path.
This is also included in the term “truth”, indicating that something endures [or: is fulfilled?]. This was only at [Divine]
oversight, so that a miracle would happen via him, and Sancherev would fall upon the mountains of Zion...

17:28-30 Eliav scolds David

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 17:28
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When Eliav, David’s older brother, heard David asking about this and acting as though he wished to fight [Goliath], he

was outraged and he scolded him: Why did you descend here without purpose? And [Eliav] said this because he did

not see the bread and arvbothe brought, and he suspected that David had come to see the battle, without the permission

of his father Yishai.

6. Radak to Shemuel | 17:28
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He understood that David wished to battle the Philistine, and it was unlikely to him that [David] would be saved from his
hand if he would battle with him. Therefore he was outraged at him.
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7. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 17:30
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David increased these questions so that it would become known to Shaul and he would send for him, for David was
reluctant to go to him on his own. He preferred for them to summon him.

8. Two sibling models

Model 1:

Model 2:

9. Talmud, Pesachim 66b
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Rabbi Mani bar Patish said: Anyone who gets angry, even if greatness has been decreed upon him from Heaven, they
bring him down. How do we know this2 From Eliav, as in Shemuel | 17:28... And when Shemuel went to anoint them,
for all of them it said, “Gd did not choose this one,” and for Eliav it said, “And Gd said to Shemuel: Do not look at his
appearance and his height, for | have rejected him.” This shows that Gd had loved him originally.

10. Talmud, Pesachim 119a
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Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni cited Rabbi Yonatan:
David said: | will thank You, for You have answered me;
Yishai said: The stone rejected by the builders has become the top stone of the corner;
His brothers said: This is from Gd;
Shemuel said: This is the day Gd has made.
His brothers said: Please, Gd, save now;
David said: Please, Gd, bring success now;
Yishai said: Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of Gd;
Shemuel said: You are blessed, from the House of Gd.
All of them said: Gd is powerful, and He has illuminated for us.
Shemuel said: Tie the celebration korban with ropes.
David said: You are My Gd, and | will thank You.
All of them said: My Gd, and | will exalt You.

17:31-37 David persuades King Shaul to send him
11. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:31
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They understood from his words that he was a man of spirit, and outrage for Gd was elevated in him, and meant more
to him than wealth and a great dowry.

12. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 17:34
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Because the danger of a battle is evaluated based on the number of fighters, and their quality and strength, and their

desire — if they rouse themselves to fight to seek revenge, then soldiers will be victorious. So he said that he was

experienced in battle, and that he had fought against numerous, tough and bitter-spirited enemies many times...



13. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:32, 17:36
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Even though he was very strong based on his material, he was weak in his form, which dwells in the heart. The heart of
a man who is a true man in his form is of greater strength...
And even if you will say that a man, with his intellect and form, is more dangerous than forest beasts, to this David
responded that since [Goliath] had blasphemed against the camps of the living Gd, he had descended from his human
level to the level of a wild animal or domestic animal, possessing only physical strength, and just as [David] had defeated
the lion and the bear with his special Divine spirit...

14.Rashi to Shemuel | 17:37
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“I know that this did not happen to me for naught, but because in the future a similar thing would happen to me for the
salvation of Israel, and | would rely on it and emerge.” And this is one of two righteous people who were given a sign,
and who cared to examine it — David and Mordechai, as it says, “And each day, Mordechai would walk before the
yard” (Esther 2:11). He said, “It is not for naught that this righteous woman was taken for the bed of this uncircumcised
one, but in the future she will stand for Israel on a day of trouble.”

15.Ralbag to Shemuel | 14:6
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“Let us go, cross to the garrison of these uncircumcised ones” — He hinted with this that because of their low status and
their being set apart, it would be appropriate that Yonatan and his armour-bearer should be aided by Gd to defeat
them...



