DESPERATION AND FRUSTRATION: AVRAHAM'S SEARCH FOR A SUCCESSOR

LOT AS SUCCESSOR ¢ AVRAHAM FRUSTRATED

1. Genesis 13

'From Egypt, Abram went up into the Negeb, with his wife
and all that he possessed, together with Lot. 2Now Abram
was very rich in cattle, silver, and gold. ... *Lot, who went
with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, °so that
the land could not support them staying together; for their
possessions were so great that they could not remain to-
gether. "And there was quarreling [riv] between the herds-
men of Abram’s cattle and those of Lot’s cattle.—The Ca-
naanites and Perizzites were then dwelling in the land.—
8Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you
and me, between my herdsmen and yours, for we are
kinsmen. °Is not the whole land before you? Let us sepa-
rate: if you go north, I will go south; and if you go south, I
will go north.” Lot looked about him and saw how well
watered was the whole plain of the Jordan, all of it—this
was before the LORD had destroyed Sodom and Gomor-
rah—all the way to Zoar, like the garden of the LORD, like
the land of Egypt. "So Lot chose for himself the whole plain
of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they
parted from each other; ?Abram remained in the land of
Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the Plain,*
pitching his tents near Sodom. "Now the inhabitants of
Sodom were very wicked sinners against the LORD. “And
the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had parted from him,
“Raise your eyes and look out from where you are, to the
north and south, to the east and west, *for I give all the
land that you see to you and your offspring forever. I
will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if
one can count the dust of the earth, then your offspring too
can be counted. "Up, walk about the land, through its
length and its breadth, for I give it to you.” *And Abram
moved his tent, and came to dwell at the terebinths of
Mamre, which are in Hebron; and he built an altar there
to the LORD.
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A. Deuteronomy 2

°And the LORD said to me: Do not harass the Moabites or
provoke them to war. For I will not give you any of their
land as a possession; I have assigned Ar as a possession to
the descendants of Lot.— ... “You will then be close to the
Ammonites; do not harass them or start a fight with them.
For I will not give any part of the land of the Ammonites to
you as a possession; I have assigned it as a possession to the
descendants of Lot.—

2. Genesis 15

'Some time later, the word of the LORD came to Abram in
a vision. He said, “Fear not, Abram, I am a shield to you;
Your reward shall be very great” ... "Then He said to him,
“I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chal-
deans to assign this land to you as a possession.” ... *On
that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying,
“To your offspring I assign this land, from the river of Egypt
to the great river, the river Euphrates: “the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, *’the Hittites, the Perizzites,
the Rephaim, ?the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Gir-
gashites, and the Jebusites.”
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3. Genesis 15

'Some time later, the word of the LORD came to Abram in
a vision. He said, “Fear not, Abram, I am a shield to you;
Your reward shall be very great” *But Abram said, “O Lord
GOD, what can You give me, seeing that I shall die child-
less, and the one in charge of my household is Dammesek
Eliezer!” *Abram said further, “Since You have granted me
no offspring, my steward will be my heir” *The word of the
LORD came to him in reply, “That one shall not be your
heir; none but your very own issue shall be your heir” *He
took him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He added, “So
shall your offspring be” °And because he put his trust in the
LORD, He reckoned it to his merit. “Then He said to him,
“I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chal-
deans to assign this land to you as a possession.” *And he
said, “O Lord GOD, how shall I know that I am to possess
it?” *He answered, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a
three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove,
and a young bird” "He brought Him all these and cut them
in two, placing each half opposite the other; but he did not
cut up the bird. "Birds of prey came down upon the car-
casses, and Abram drove them away. ?As the sun was about
to set, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a great dark dread
descended upon him. ®And He said to Abram, “Know well
that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs,
and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred
years; “but I will execute judgment on the nation they shall
serve, and in the end they shall go free with great wealth.
PAs for you, You shall go to your fathers in peace; You shall
be buried at a ripe old age. '°And they shall return here in
the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not
yet complete” “When the sun set and it was very dark,
there appeared a smoking oven, and a flaming torch which
passed between those pieces. *On that day the LORD made
a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I assign
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates: “the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,
Pthe Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, *'the Amorites,
the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
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