
DESPERATION AND FRUSTRATION: AVRAHAM’S SEARCH FOR A SUCCESSOR 
I.  WHO IS AVRAHAM? AND WHAT IS GOD’S ROLE IN HIS LIFE? 

 
1. Genesis 11 

26 When Terah had lived 70 years, he begot Abram, Na-
hor, and Haran.A 27 Now this is the line of Terah:B Terah 
begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begot Lot. 28 
Haran died in the lifetime of his father Terah, in his native 
land, Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 Abram and Nahor took to 
themselves wives, the name of Abram’s wife being Sarai and 
that of Nahor’s wife Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the fa-
ther of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren, she 
had no child. 31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson 
Lot the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the 
wife of his son Abram, and they set out together from Ur 
of the Chaldeans for the land of Canaan; but when they 
had come as far as Haran, they settled there.C 32 The days 
of Terah came to 205 years; and Terah died in Haran. 
 

 אי קרפ תישארב רפס .1 

 רוֹח֖נָ־תאֶ םרָ֔בְאַ־תאֶ ד֙לֶוֹיּ֙וַ הנָ֑שָׁ םיעִ֣בְשִׁ חרַ֖תֶ־יחִיְוַֽ וכ

 םרָ֔בְאַ־תאֶ דילִ֣וֹה חרַתֶּ֚ Bחרַתֶּ֔ תדֹ֣לְוֹתּ ה֙לֶּאֵ֙וְ זכ A׃ןרָֽהָ־תאֶוְ
יּוַ חכ ׃טוֹלֽ־תאֶ דילִ֥וֹה ןרָ֖הָוְ ןרָ֑הָ־תאֶוְ רוֹח֖נָ־תאֶ  ןרָ֔הָ תמָָ֣
 חקַּ֨יִּוַ טכ ׃םידִּֽשְׂכַּ רוּא֥בְּ וֹתּ֖דְלַוֹמ ץרֶ֥אֶבְּ וי֑בִאָ חרַתֶּ֣ ינֵ֖פְּ־לעַ
־תשֶׁאֵֽ םשֵׁ֤וְ ירָ֔שָׂ ם֙רָבְאַ־תשֶׁאֵֽ םשֵׁ֤ םי֑שִׁנָ ם֖הֶלָ רוֹח֛נָוְ םרָ֧בְאַ
 ירַ֖שָׂ י֥הִתְּוַ ל ׃הכָּֽסְיִ י֥בִאֲוַֽ ה֖כָּלְמִ־יבִֽאֲ ןרָ֥הָ־תבַּ הכָּ֔לְמִ ר֙וֹחנָ
 טוֹל֤־תאֶוְ וֹנ֗בְּ םרָ֣בְאַ־תאֶ חרַתֶּ֜ חקַּ֨יִּוַ אל ׃דלָֽוָ הּלָ֖ ןי֥אֵ הרָ֑קָעֲ
 וּא֨צְיֵּוַ וֹנ֑בְּ םרָ֣בְאַ תשֶׁ֖אֵ וֹת֔לָּכַּ ירַ֣שָׂ ת֙אֵוְ וֹנ֔בְּ־ןבֶּ ן֙רָהָ־ןבֶּ
 ןרָ֖חָ־דעַ וּאבֹ֥יָּוַ ןעַנַ֔כְּ הצָרְאַ֣ ת֙כֶלֶ֙לָ םידִּ֗שְׂכַּ רוּא֣מֵ םתָּ֜אִ

 הנָ֑שָׁ םיִתַ֣אמָוּ םינִ֖שָׁ שׁמֵ֥חָ חרַתֶ֔־ימֵיְ וּי֣הְיִּוַ בל C׃םשָֽׁ וּבשְֵׁ֥יּוַ
יּוַ  ׃ןרָֽחָבְּ חרַ֖תֶּ תמָָ֥
 

A. Genesis 

4:1–2/5:3 Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she con-
ceived and bore Cain, … She then bore his brother Abel. … 
When Adam had lived 130 years, he begot a son in his like-
ness after his image, and he named him Seth. 
6:10 Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

  .Aתישארב רפס 

 ר֙הַתַּ֙וַ וֹתּ֑שְׁאִ הוָּ֣חַ־תאֶ עדַ֖יָ םדָ֔אָהָ֣וְ ג:ה/ב–א םיקוספ ד קרפ
 יחִ֣יְוַֽ ... לבֶ֑הָ־תאֶ ויחִ֖אָ־תאֶ תדֶלֶ֔לָ ףסֶתֹּ֣וַ ... ןיִקַ֔־תאֶ דלֶתֵּ֣וַ
 ארָ֥קְיִּוַ וֹמ֑לְצַכְּ וֹת֖וּמדְבִּ דלֶוֹיּ֥וַ הנָ֔שָׁ ת֙אַמְוּ םישִֹׁ֤לשְׁ םדָ֗אָ
  ׃תשֵֽׁ וֹמ֖שְׁ־תאֶ
־תאֶוְ םחָ֥־תאֶ ם֖שֵׁ־תאֶ םינִ֑בָ השָֹׁ֣לשְׁ חַנֹ֖ דלֶוֹיּ֥וַ י קוספ ו קרפ
 ׃תפֶָֽי
 

B. Genesis 

2:4 Such is the story of heaven and earth when they were 
created. … 
6:9 This is the line of Noah … 
11:27 Now this is the line of Terah … 
25:19 This is the story of Isaac, son of Abraham. 
37:1–2 Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father 
had sojourned, the land of Canaan. 2This, then, is the line 
of Jacob: 
 

  .Bתישארב רפס 

 ... ם֑אָרְבָּֽהִבְּ ץרֶ֖אָהָוְ םיִמַ֛שָּׁהַ תוֹד֧לְוֹת הלֶּאֵ֣ ד קוספ ב קרפ
 ... חַנֹ֔ תדֹ֣לְוֹתּ הלֶּאֵ֚ ט קוספ ו קרפ
 ... חרַתֶּ֔ תדֹ֣לְוֹתּ ה֙לֶּאֵ֙וְ זכ קוספ אי קרפ
 ... ם֑הָרָבְאַ־ןבֶּ קחָ֖צְיִ תדֹ֥לְוֹתּ הלֶּאֵ֛וְ טי קוספ הכ קרפ
יּוַ ב–א םיקוספ זל קרפ  ץרֶ֖אֶבְּ וי֑בִאָ ירֵ֣וּגמְ ץרֶ֖אֶבְּ בקֹ֔עֲיַ בשֵֶׁ֣
 ... בקֹ֗עֲיַ תוֹד֣לְתֹּ ׀ הלֶּאֵ֣ ׃ןעַנָֽכְּ
 



C. Nahum Sarna, The JPS Torah Commentary, Genesis 11:31 

Haran is situated some 550 miles northwest of Ur, about 10 miles north of the present-day Syrian-Turkish border on the 
left bank of the Balikh River. The name means “route, journey, caravan,” and it doubtless derives from the city’s location 
as an important station along the main international trade routes from Mesopotamia to the Mediterranean Sea. From the 
Mari archives it is clear that in the eighteenth century b.c.e. Haran was a center of seminomadic Amorite tribes. … The 
reason for Terah’s detour is not given, but it may have had to do with Haran as a focus of the international donkey caravan 
trade and with the fact that both it and Ur were centers of the moon-god cult. 
 
Genesis 12 

1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native 
land and from your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, And I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, And you shall be a 
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you And curse him 
that curses you; And all the families of the earth Shall bless 
themselves by you.” 4 Abram went forth as the LORD had 
commanded him, and Lot went with him. Abram was sev-
enty-five years old when he left Haran. 5 Abram took his 
wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that 
they had amassed, and the persons that they had ac-
quired in Haran;D and they set out for the land of Canaan. 
 

 בי קרפ תישארב רפס 

֖ ךָתְּדְלַוֹמּֽמִוּ֥ ךָצְרְאַמֵ ךָ֛לְ־ךְלֶ םרָ֔בְאַ־לאֶ ה֙וָהיְ רמֶאיֹּ֤וַ א
 לוֹד֔גָּ יוֹג֣לְ ךָ֙שְׂעֶאֶֽוְ ב ׃ךָּאֶֽרְאַ ר֥שֶׁאֲ ץרֶ֖אָהָ־לאֶ ךָי֑בִאָ תיבֵּ֣מִוּ
 ךָיכֶ֔רְבָ֣מְ ה֙כָרֲבָֽאֲוַ ג ׃הכָֽרָבְּ הֵ֖יהְוֶ ךָמֶ֑שְׁ הלָ֖דְּגַאֲוַ ךָ֔כְרֶבָ֣אֲוַ
יּוַ ד ׃המָֽדָאֲהָ תחֹ֥פְּשְׁמִ לכֹּ֖ ךָ֔בְ וּכ֣רְבְנִוְ ראֹ֑אָ֖ ךָלְלֶּקַמְוּ  ךְלֵֶ֣
־ןבֶּ םרָ֗בְאַוְ טוֹל֑ וֹתּ֖אִ ךְלֵֶ֥יּוַ הוָ֔היְ ו֙ילָאֵ רבֶּ֤דִּ רשֶׁ֨אֲכַּ םרָ֗בְאַ
 ם֩רָבְאַ חקַּ֣יִּוַ ה ׃ןרָֽחָמֵ וֹת֖אצֵבְּ הנָ֔שָׁ םיעִ֣בְשִׁוְ ם֙ינִשָׁ שׁמֵ֤חָ
 רשֶׁ֣אֲ ם֙שָׁוּכרְ־לכָּ־תאֶוְ ויחִ֗אָ־ןבֶּ טוֹל֣־תאֶוְ וֹתּ֜שְׁאִ ירַ֨שָׂ־תאֶ

 הצָרְאַ֣ ת֙כֶלֶ֙לָ וּא֗צְיֵּוַ Dןרָ֑חָבְ וּשׂ֣עָ־רשֶׁאֲ שׁפֶנֶּ֖הַ־תאֶוְ וּשׁכָ֔רָ
 ׃ןעַנָֽכְּ הצָרְ֥אַ וּאבֹ֖יָּוַ ןעַנַ֔כְּ
 

D. John Drane, The World of the Bible p. 53 

 

 

 



Genesis 12 

6 Abram passed through the land as far as the site of She-
chem, at the terebinth of Moreh. The Canaanites were then 
in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I 
will assign this land to your offspring.” And he built an al-
tar there to the LORD who had appeared to him. 8 From 
there he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; 
and he built there an altar to the LORD and invoked the 
LORD by name. 9 Then Abram journeyed by stages to-
ward the Negeb.E 10 There was a famine in the land, and 
Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine 
was severe in the land. … 17 But the LORD afflicted Phar-
aoh and his household with mighty plagues on account of 
Sarai, the wife of Abram. … 13:1 From Egypt, Abram went 
up into the Negeb, with his wife and all that he possessed, 
together with Lot. 2 Now Abram was very rich in cattle, sil-
ver, and gold. 3 And he proceeded by stages from the Negeb 
as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been for-
merly, between Bethel and Ai, 4 the site of the altar that 
he had built there at first; and there Abram invoked the 
LORD by name.  
 

 בי קרפ תישארב רפס 

 הרֶ֑וֹמ ןוֹל֣אֵ דעַ֖ םכֶ֔שְׁ םוֹק֣מְ דעַ֚ ץרֶאָ֔בָּ ם֙רָבְאַ רבֹ֤עֲיַּוַ ו
 ךָ֔עֲרְזַ֨לְ רמֶאיֹּ֕וַ םרָ֔בְאַ־לאֶ ה֙וָהיְ ארָ֤יֵּוַ ז ׃ץרֶאָֽבָּ ז֥אָ ינִ֖עֲנַכְּהַֽוְ
 ׃וילָֽאֵ ה֥אֶרְנִּהַ הוָ֖הילַ חַבֵּ֔זְמִ ם֙שָׁ ןבִֶ֤יּוַ תאזֹּ֑הַ ץרֶאָ֣הָ־תאֶ ן֖תֵּאֶ
יּוַ ל֖אֵ־תיבֵֽלְ םדֶקֶּ֛מִ הרָהָ֗הָ םשָּׁ֜מִ קתֵּ֨עְיַּוַ ח ֹלהֳאָ טֵ֣  לאֵ֤־תיבֵּֽ ה֑
 ׃הוָֽהיְ ם֥שֵׁבְּ ארָ֖קְיִּוַ הוָ֔הילַֽ חַ֙בֵּ֙זְמִ םשָׁ֤־ןבִֶֽיּוַ םדֶקֶּ֔מִ יעַ֣הָוְ ם֙יָּמִ

 דרֶיֵּ֨וַ ץרֶ֑אָבָּ בעָ֖רָ י֥הִיְוַ י E׃הבָּגְנֶּֽהַ עַוֹס֖נָוְ ךְוֹל֥הָ םרָ֔בְאַ עסַּ֣יִּוַ ט
 עגַּ֨נַיְוַ זי ... .ץרֶאָֽבָּ בעָ֖רָהָ ד֥בֵכָ־יכִּֽ םשָׁ֔ רוּג֣לָ ה֙מָיְרַ֙צְמִ םרָ֤בְאַ
 ירַ֖שָׂ ר֥בַדְּ־לעַ וֹת֑יבֵּ־תאֶוְ םילִ֖דֹגְּ םיעִ֥גָנְ העֹ֛רְפַּ־תאֶ ׀ הוָ֧היְ
 אוּה֠ םיִרַ֜צְמִּמִ םרָ֨בְאַ ל֩עַיַּוַ א ]גי קרפ[ ... ׃םרָֽבְאַ תשֶׁ֥אֵ
 דבֵ֣כָּ םרָ֖בְאַוְ ב ׃הבָּגְנֶּֽהַ וֹמּ֖עִ טוֹל֥וְ וֹל֛־רשֶׁאֲ־לכָוְ וֹתּ֧שְׁאִוְ
־תיבֵּֽ־דעַוְ בגֶנֶּ֖מִ ויעָ֔סָּמַלְ ךְ֙לֶיֵּ֙וַ ג ׃בהָֽזָּבַוּ ףסֶ֖כֶּבַּ הנֶ֕קְמִּבַּ דאֹ֑מְ
 ןי֥בֵּ הלָּ֔חִתְּבַּ ]וֹ֙להֳאָֽ[ הלהא םשָׁ֤ היָהָ֨־רשֶׁאֲ םוֹק֗מָּהַ־דעַ ל֑אֵ
 ם֖שָׁ השָׂעָ֥־רשֶׁאֲ חַבֵּ֔זְמִּהַ ם֙וֹקמְ־לאֶ ד ׃יעָֽהָ ןי֥בֵוּ ל֖אֵ־תיבֵּֽ
 ׃הוָֽהיְ ם֥שֵׁבְּ םרָ֖בְאַ םשָׁ֛ ארָ֥קְיִּוַ הנָ֑שֹׁארִבָּ
 

E. Rashi 

By stages: he stayed here a month or more, then travelled 
on and pitched his tent in another place. Yet all his journeys 
were towards the Negeb to proceed to the South of the land 
of Israel … 

 E.	םש י״שר 

 וֹלהֳאָ הטֶוֹנוְ םשָּׁמִ עַסֵוֹנוְ ,רתֵוֹי וֹא שׁדֶחֹ ןאכָּ בשֵׁוֹי םיקִרָפְלִ
 ץרֶאֶ לשֶׁ הּמָוֹרדְלִ תכֶלֶלָ ,הבָּגְנֶּהַ ויעָסָּמַ לכָוְ ,רחֵאַ םוֹקמָבְּ
 ... לאֵרָשְֹיִ
 

 


