DESPERATION AND FRUSTRATION: AVRAHAM'S SEARCH FOR A SUCCESSOR

. WHO IS AVRAHAM? AND WHAT IS GOD’S ROLE IN HIS LIFE?

1. Genesis 11

26 When Terah had lived 70 years, he begot Abram, Na-
hor, and Haran.* 27 Now this is the line of Terah:? Terah
begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begot Lot. 28
Haran died in the lifetime of his father Terah, in his native
land, Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 Abram and Nahor took to
themselves wives, the name of Abram’s wife being Sarai and
that of Nahor’s wife Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the fa-
ther of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren, she
had no child. 31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson
Lot the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the
wife of his son Abram, and they set out together from Ur
of the Chaldeans for the land of Canaan; but when they
had come as far as Haran, they settled there.© 32 The days
of Terah came to 205 years; and Terah died in Haran.

A. Genesis

4:1-2/5:3 Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she con-
ceived and bore Cain, ... She then bore his brother Abel. ...
When Adam had lived 130 years, he begot a son in his like-
ness after his image, and he named him Seth.

6:10 Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

B. Genesis

2:4 Such is the story of heaven and earth when they were
created. ...

6:9 This is the line of Noah ...

11:27 Now this is the line of Terah ...

25:19 This is the story of Isaac, son of Abraham.

37:1-2 Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father
had sojourned, the land of Canaan. 2This, then, is the line
of Jacob:
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C. Nahum Sarna, The JPS Torah Commentary, Genesis 11:31

Haran is situated some 550 miles northwest of Ur, about 10 miles north of the present-day Syrian-Turkish border on the

left bank of the Balikh River. The name means “route, journey, caravan,” and it doubtless derives from the city’s location

as an important station along the main international trade routes from Mesopotamia to the Mediterranean Sea. From the

Mari archives it is clear that in the eighteenth century B.c.. Haran was a center of seminomadic Amorite tribes. ... The

reason for Terah’s detour is not given, but it may have had to do with Haran as a focus of the international donkey caravan

trade and with the fact that both it and Ur were centers of the moon-god cult.

Genesis 12

1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native
land and from your father’s house to the land that I will
show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, And I will
bless you; I will make your name great, And you shall be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you And curse him
that curses you; And all the families of the earth Shall bless
themselves by you.” 4 Abram went forth as the LORD had
commanded him, and Lot went with him. Abram was sev-
enty-five years old when he left Haran. 5 Abram took his
wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that
they had amassed, and the persons that they had ac-
quired in Haran;® and they set out for the land of Canaan.

D. John Drane, The World of the Bible p. 53

Closer examination of the stories about
Abraham reveals a pattern of life that reflects
this semi-nomadic pastoral existence that is so
well documented elsewhere. Abraham is clearly
represented as one of the more successful
nomads: he is the owner of large flocks and has
considerable wealth at his disposal. Even the food
he eats provides evidence for his prosperity: when
a meal has to be prepared in haste to feed some
unexpected visitors, it includes ‘cakes ... a calf ...
curds and milk’?!' This menu is remarkably similar
to the sort of food that was expected by Sinuhe, an
Egyptian aristocrat who lived in Canaan for a while:

‘Bread was made for me as daily fare, wine as daily
provision, cooked meat and roast fowl, beside the
wild beasts of the desert ... and milk in every kind of
cooking’

TALE OF SINUHE

19. Joshua 24:2
20. Exodus 3:13-15
21. Genesis 18:6-8
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Like other well-to-do semi-nomads, Abraham and
later members of his clan generally camped near
to smallish settlements,?* sometimes staying for
long enough to become farmers,* and at times

of particular stringency they could even become
city-dwellers for a while.?* As the story unfolds,
his descendants Isaac and Jacob gradually adopt
a more settled existence until Jacob is persuaded
to migrate permanently to Egypt?**and adopt a

far more urbanized lifestyle altogether. Abraham
could also command large numbers of men, and
was able to call on the services of what was in
effect a private army, which he used to great
effect in rescuing his nephew Lot from captivity.?
The many kings mentioned in that connection
correlate well with the description of the political
organization described in a letter from Mari (a
north Mesopotamian city-state) dating from shortly
after 1800 sc:



Genesis 12

6 Abram passed through the land as far as the site of She-
chem, at the terebinth of Moreh. The Canaanites were then
in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I
will assign this land to your offspring” And he built an al-
tar there to the LORD who had appeared to him. 8 From
there he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east;
and he built there an altar to the LORD and invoked the
LORD by name. 9 Then Abram journeyed by stages to-
ward the Negeb.F 10 There was a famine in the land, and
Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine
was severe in the land. ... 17 But the LORD afflicted Phar-
aoh and his household with mighty plagues on account of
Sarai, the wife of Abram. ... 13:1 From Egypt, Abram went
up into the Negeb, with his wife and all that he possessed,
together with Lot. 2 Now Abram was very rich in cattle, sil-
ver, and gold. 3 And he proceeded by stages from the Negeb
as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been for-
merly, between Bethel and Ali, 4 the site of the altar that
he had built there at first; and there Abram invoked the
LORD by name.

E. Rashi

By stages: he stayed here a month or more, then travelled
on and pitched his tent in another place. Yet all his journeys
were towards the Negeb to proceed to the South of the land
of Israel ...
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