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Shoftim 17: Introduction to Disaster
R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Introducing Perakim 17-18: The End, or the Beginning?
1. Outline of Perakim 17-18

17:1-6 The origin of Pesel Michah
17:7-13 Michah buys a Levi

18:1-6 Shevet Dan visits the area
18:7-10 Dan’s Reconnaissance in Layish

18:11-26 Dan raids Michah
18:27-31 Dan Triumphant

2. Ralbag to Shoftim 17:1
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| think that this was already in the early days, when there was no judge. This was during the period of subjugation,

before Omiel ben Kenaz or before Ehud or before one of those who followed them...

3. Rashi to Shoftim 17:1
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Even though these two portions are recorded at the end of the book, the stories of Michah and Pilegesh b’Givah

occurred at the start of the Shoftim, in the days of Omniel ben Kenaz. It says (18:31), “And they placed the idol of

Michah... as long as the House of Gd was in Shiloh,” so we learn that all through the period of Shiloh, Michah’s was

there...

4. Factors 18:31; 19:12; Timeline; Conquest period; Moshe’s grandson; Pinchas; 5:17
5. The other way The book; “There was no king in Israel”; Yehonatan ben Shaul; Yehonatan ben Gershom

6. Malbim to Shoftim 21:24-25
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But from our Sages’ statement about “son of crooked rebellion,” that Shaul’s wife pursued him for Shaul was reluctant
(ashamed?) to grab her from the dances, it seems that this event happened after Shimshon died, before another shofeit
was appointed, as it says, “In those days there was no king in Israel.” And this would justify recording these sections
after Shimshon’s story, for so it happened chronologically. And when it said the statue was there as long as the House
of Gd was in Shiloh, it meant the statue stood from then until the destruction of Shiloh.
This is also indicated by Jerusalem Talmud Berachot 9:3, that Yehonatan was made the officer over the treasury in
Solomon’s days, and he was the aged prophet in Beit El. [But] per Seder Olam, he lived more than 400 years!

7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 103b
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Why did they not list Michah [among those who do not enter olam haba)? Because his bread was available for

travellers... The ministering malachim wished to push him, but Gd told them, “Leave him be, for his bread is available

for travellers.” And for this, the people of Pilegesh b’Givah were punished.
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8. Abarbanel to Shoftim 17:1
Eairhyl ,Dﬂ’.m?)ﬂb?ﬂ DLW 1Y TN 1IN D7 ,1502 2 1NN 1T 112 2°ATIP oD O LR 0171957 99°0 211727 KD
.. DOUDWIT ORI D°2°INT IR 2°0°NN DIRW O7°1R°2 1PW ORI IV T anntwn

TIORW PINR 1P DAY VAN WAPDY 17291 20D PIVW MR L0 N NN IDINA NIPHON pishriv Al aththiit Ml 7at 1D 03 oom
LW DAY 202 17190 222WR? 12VW A2 2INIAW 11T QY ,02IN2 7203 N1 NWAY DR 22NW907

And after listing those [events] it told of these things. Even though they preceded, they are last in the book because the

matters of the shoftim and their wars are listed together, and after their conclusion it listed the matters of Israel, which

occurred in their day, which are not about enemies or judges...

We could also resolve matters and doubts in another, more correct way, saying that the matter of Michah'’s idol and

Pilegesh b'Givah both occurred after the Philistines bound Shimshon and while he was in exile among them, even

though the text [first] completed his story by writing that Shimshon died.

9. Looks good to me! Shoftim 17:6, 19:1, 21:25

10. Prof. Yechezkel Kauffmann, Shoftim, pg. 268
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The author tells his story in an ironic tone. Michah speaks like an [irrational] idolatrous fetishist, “You have taken the

god | made.” The kohen is described as a frivolous careerist. The people of Dan are fistfighters, lawless and thieving.

17:1-6 The origin of Pesel Michah
11.Radak to Shoftim 17:5
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Our Sages said that the word “Elohim” regarding Michah is always mundane, other than one that is holy: “As long as
the House of Elokim was in Shiloh.”

12.Ralbag to Shoftim 17:3, 17:5
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These were forms with which people erred in those days, thinking they had the ability to tell the future by awakening

the forces of intuition. It appears that this is why he made it at first, and not for idolatry. This is indicated by her

statement, “| have dedicated the money to Gd”... And they called it “House of Gd” thinking that the Shechinah would

be manifest there.

13. Prof. Yechezkel Kauffmann, Shoftim, pg. 268
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The religious faith displayed here includes an idolatrous slant... Michah and his mother revere Gd. They bless in the
Name of Gd. The mother consecrates a large sum of money to Gd. Michah has a house of Gd. He gives one of his
sons the role of priest, but he is happy when he succeeds in establishing in his house of Gd a kohen of the tribe of
Levi, and he is confident that Gd will benefit him now. And not only this, but the faith displayed here is monotheistic.
There is no mention of serving foreign gods. Baal and Astarte are not mentioned here...

14.Rashi to Shoftim 17:3
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Some say this woman was Delilah, for it says, “1100 silver”, but this is an error; Michah was many years before
Shimshon...



