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Megillat Esther, Week 2: Introduction / Party Time! ,‘ *

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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What are the themes?

1. Talmud, Megillah 13a
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"And he altered her and her maids for the best in the women's residence." Rav said: He fed her Jewish food. Shemuel

said: He fed her the necks of pigs. Rabbi Yochanan said: Seeds, as in Daniel 1:16 "And hameltzartook their patibaga...

and gave them seeds."

2. Talmud, Megillah 12a
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Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai's students asked him: Why did the Jews of that generation deserve destruction? He replied,

"You tell me!" The students said: Because they benefited from that wicked person's feast.

3. Talmud, Shabbat 88a
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‘And they stood at the bottom of the mountain’ — Rav Avdimi, son of Chama bar Chasa, said: This teaches that Gd

overturned the mountain atop them, like a barrel. He said to them, ‘If you accept the Torah, good. If not, there will be

your grave.’

Rav Acha bar Yaakov said: This is a great response to the Torah [and its obligations]!

Rava said: Despite this, they again accepted it in the days of Achashverosh. ‘The Jews upheld and accepted’ — They

upheld that which they had already accepted.

4. Talmud, Berachot 57b
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There are three great Writings: One who sees Tehillim should anticipate piety, Proverbs should anticipate wisdom, Job

should worry about suffering.

There are three minor Writings: One who sees Song of Songs in a dream should anticipate piety, Ecclesiastes should

anticipate wisdom, Lamentations should worry about suffering.

One who sees the book of Esther — a miracle has been done for him.

5. Talmud, Megillah 12a
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“And at the conclusion of these days, etc.” Rav and Shemuel debated: One said he was a wise king, the other said he
was a foolish king.
e The one who said he was a wise king said he did well, drawing near the distant first, for he could always
appease the residents of his city.
e The one who said he was foolish said he should have drawn the residents of his city near first, for if the others
would rebel, these would stand with him.

6. Talmud, Megillah 13b
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“And their law is different from that of any other nation” — They do not eat of ours, they do not marry of ours, and they
do not marry theirs to us.

“And they do not practice the king’s laws” — They spend the entire year in ‘Today is Shabbat’ ‘Today is Pesach’.

“And it is not worthwhile for the king to let them be” — For they eat and drink and mock the throne. And even if a fly
would fall into the cup of one of them, he would throw out [the fly] and drink it, but if my master the king would touch
the cup of one of them, he would throw it on the ground and he would not drink it.

A Question of Authorship
7. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a
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The Great Assembly wrote Yechezkel, Trei Asar, Daniel and the Book of Esther.

8. Talmud, Megillah 7a
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Esther sent to the Sages: Record me for generations! They sent to her: “Have | not recorded for you shalishim” — Three,

not four.” Until they found a text in the Torah, “Record this as a memorial in the book” — ‘Record this’ which is written

here and in Deuteronomy, ‘A memorial’ which is recorded in the Prophets, ‘In the book” which is written in the megillah.

The Structure of Chapter 1

1:1-8 Achashverosh throws two parties
1:9-12 Command and refusal

1:13-20 Getting advice

1:21-22 Royal decrees

1:1-8 Achashverosh throws two parties

9. Midrash, Esther Rabbah 1:15
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Rabbi Yehudah said: “In the third year” of work on the throne, when the work on the throne was complete...

10. Malbim to Esther 1:2
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Now it reports how immediately, at the start of his reign, he grabbed hold to such an extent that his heart led him to
alter the throne which had been in Babylon, moving it to Shushan and making Shushan the capital and royal city. Thus
he showed 1) his strength, thinking immediately to reign without limits, to such an extent that he did not fear that his
subjects would rebel against him for changing the royal throne, and 2) his greatness and power, for when a regular
person becomes king, it is his honour fo sit on the throne of past kings, and not on a throne he makes for himself, which
would actually reduce his honour. But he exalted himself so much that he established a new throne for himself... And it
adds that the did not demonstrate this power after holding the throne for a long time, but immediately in those days...

11.Talmud, Sanhedrin 94a
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Rav and Shemuel debated: One said he was a wise king, the other said he was a foolish king.

o If he was a wise king: he thought, “If | tell them, ‘It's better than your land,” they’ll say | am lying.”

e If he was a foolish king: [if they are equal], then what would be the advantage of that land?



12. Malbim to Esther 1:3
R"T? APIA 7°2 TR 2w WX MR AT - 19712 WIRW NIW DINT ,N2237 SN2 IN1091 N1 DIDT OR 1190 T IPWR XX WnD
M PTAN YW TN 2TRAW NN 17900 IR AR DORINPI 1702 42N 1227 N P DRI ANWRAW 1R Anwn awy oo
IRW IRIT I ,79RT NIDPANT WA 2197 DM L1100 20w QW 1P WK NIPTAT CIWY 27007 DR W 2mvnRY 07 07D RaY
L RIXT M PTAY W AONNAR ToNw 0PN A3TAN WY DT MITAT MPTAT W K9T IRY 73301 NP 21X °D N
In order to realize this desire of his, for his reign to be unlimited, he acted cleverly in the third year of his monarchy —
which he planned to reign upon with a mighty hand, thus it says, “of his reign”. He made a party, so that he could
establish his heart’s plot at this party. And immediately, in the order of those invited, he demonstrated his goal. First he
put his nobles, his servants, and the armies of Persia and Media, and after them he seated the partimim and officers of
the lands who had been officers before him, meaning before he conquered those kingdoms. Thus he showed that he
didn’t consider himself appointed at their will and desire, for then the nobles of the great lands would have preceded
the nobles of the small land where he reigned first, and certainly his servants and the soldiers of the army...

13. Talmud, Megillah 12a
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“In the yard of the garden of the house of the king” — Rav and Shemuel: One said: Those suited for the yard in the yard,
those suited for the garden in the garden, those suited for the house in the house. The other said: He put them in the
yard and it didn’t hold them, in the garden and it didn’t hold them, until he brought them in the house and it held them...
“On silver gelilim and marble pillars, beds of gold and silver” — Rabbi Yehudah taught: Those suited for silver on silver,
those suited for gold on gold. Rabbi Nechemiah replied: That would create jealousy at the meall Rather: The [beds]
were of silver, with gold feet.

14.Talmud, Megilah 11b
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“In those days, when the king sat” and then “In the third year of his reign” Rava said: What is “when [the king] sat”2

When his mind was settled. He said: Belshazzar calculated and erred, | will calculate and not err...

Belshazzar said, "Now, certainly, they will not be redeemed! | will take out the implements of the Temple and use them."

Thus Daniel said, "You elevated yourself over the Master of Heaven, and the implements of His house were brought

before you." And it says, “That night, King Belshazzar was killed”...

[Achashverosh] said “He erred; | will calculate and not err.”... When he saw that the seventy were complete and they

were not redeemed, he said, “Now, certainly, they will not be redeemed! | will take out the implements of the Temple

and use them." The Satan came and danced among them, and he killed Vashti.

15. Midrash, Esther Rabbah 1:12
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“On the throne of his reign [1m291]” - It is written 391! He fried to sit on Solomon’s throne and it wouldn't let him.

They told him: A king who does not reign over everything may not sit there. He made himself a throne, resembling it.

16.Talmud, Megilah 12a
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17.The King's Cup https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/895431/



https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/895431/

18.Talmud, Megilah 12a
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(“And drinking from gold vessels, and vessels of different kinds [shonim]”) — Shouldn't it be meshunim? Rava said: A
voice emerged and told them, “[Belshazzar] was destroyed because of the vessels, and you repeat [shonim] with them2”

19. Midrash, Esther Rabbah 1:1, 1:3
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20.Talmud, Megilah 11a
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Three reigned over the curve (of the earth): Achav, Achashverosh and Nevuchadnezzar...

21.Herodotus, The Histories, Vol. 1 133:4, Godley translation

Moreover, it is their custom to deliberate about the gravest matters when they are drunk. And what they approve in their
deliberations is proposed to them the next day, when they are sober, by the master of the house where they deliberate;
and if, being sober, they still approve it, they act on it, but if not, they drop it. And if they have deliberated about a
matter when sober, they decide upon it when they are drunk.

22.Herodotus, The Histories, Vol. 7 4-8, Godley translation

After declaring Xerxes king, Darius was intent on his expedition. But in the year after this and the revolt of Egypt, death
came upon him in the midst of his preparations, after a reign of six and thirty years in all, and it was not granted to him
to punish either the revolted Egyptians or the Athenians.

After Darius' death, the royal power descended to his son Xerxes. Now Xerxes was at first by no means eager to march
against Hellas; it was against Egypt that he mustered his army. But Mardonius son of Gobryas, Xerxes cousin and the
son of Darius' sister, was with the king and had more influence with him than any Persian. He argued as follows:
“Master, it is not fitting that the Athenians should go unpunished for their deeds, after all the evil they have done to the
Persians. For now you should do what you have in hand; then, when you have tamed the insolence of Egypt, lead your
armies against Athens, so that you may have fair fame among men, and others may beware of invading your realm in
the future.” This argument was for vengeance, but he kept adding that Europe was an extremely beautiful land, one that
bore all kinds of orchard trees, a land of highest excellence, worthy of no mortal master but the king.

He said this because he desired adventures and wanted to be governor of Hellas...

After being persuaded to send an expedition against Hellas, Xerxes first marched against the rebels in the year after
Darius death. He subdued them and laid Egypt under a much harder slavery than in the time of Darius, and he handed
it over to Achaemenes, his own brother and Darius' son. While governing Egypt, this Achaemenes was at a later
time slain by a Libyan, Inaros son of Psammetichus.

After the conquest of Egypt, intending now to take in hand the expedition against Athens, Xerxes held a special assembly
of the noblest among the Persians, so he could learn their opinions and declare his will before them all.



