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Shemuel, Week 73: 17:15-27 — David and Yosef; Remarkable Confidence S %
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17:15-20 David and Yosef e

1. Bereishit 37:13-20 (tr. JPS 1985, c/o sefaria.org)

iy NY) TOR 12 X X Ry T 2 N0 (77) 23 2 RN 072N A0PWR) 197 0pWa 0°YA IR Xivg A1 82X MmN ()

TR Y MR (T0) WRIN M) KD WIRT ONYN T2 YN 13T WK AREN (1) 0w K32 120 poyn 302w 127 12w 1NET

(M) 072 DRYRN VIR 0K Q0P T2 ARDT 1271 D MR CAYRY *3 TR WO R MR () :°Y7 07 19K °7 X3 17T Updn "IN

3T 127 7RV (D) X2 A1P7 NINOOD Y2 737 YR DX UK 1mNn (0°) (inong? InR 192107 2798 2797 07921 PR IR RN
PRI P AR IR MNTR 7Y M0 1R8] N1N2T TOX3 7Y

Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at Shechem. Come, | will send you to them.” He answered, “l am

ready.”

And he said to him, “Go and see how your brothers are and how the flocks are faring, and bring me back word.” So

he sent him from the valley of Hebron. When he reached Shechem, a man came upon him wandering in the fields. The

man asked him, “What are you looking fore”

He answered, “I| am looking for my brothers. Could you tell me where they are pasturing@”

The man said, “They have gone from here, for | heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers

and found them at Dothan.

They saw him from afar, and before he came close to them they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here

comes that dreamer! Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast

|II

devoured him.” We shall see what comes of his dreams!
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2. Two key articles
e Rabbi Amnon Bazak, ('R p7r) 0o 77— P
e Prof. Yonatan Grossman, mamai DX PR 7R 717 MmO 0ow1 PAR? A0 Mmow *M0°0aw 001, Megadim 24 (5755)

3. Points of comparison

o 17:42 39:6
o 17:15 37:2
e 16:513 37:4-8
e 17:13 37:12

e 17:17-18 37:14

o 17:2527 37:15-17
o 17:28 37:19-20
o 18:27 41:45

e 18:13-16 41:45-46
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4. Prof. Yonatan Grossman, "121 2ow2 18 21 mimbw s 19902w 2v0»i, Megadim 24 (5755)
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Sometimes agency acts as a means of education for the agent personally. It helps him develop his personality, and it

adds substantively to his spiritual world. The agent must internalize the agency experience and its lessons, which prepare

him for an additional role, more advanced, a decisive role which he must take on along his path.

5. Shaul’s signs
e 2 men in Tzeltzach tell you the donkeys have been found (10:2)
e 3 men going to Gd in Beit El, with 3 goats, 3 loaves and wine, give you 2 loaves of bread (10:3-4)
e Prophets meet you at Gd’s hill, a Plishti site, with instruments, and you become a prophet (10:5-4)



Radak Abarbanel Malbim
Metamorphosis Prophet Prophet and King King of a Diverse Nation
2 men in Tzeltzach e Family: Donkeys are Found | People who are like graves
3 men in Beit El Place of Prophecy King: 3 Types of Ruler | People who bring korbanot
Prophets at Gd’s hill Becoming a Prophet Man of Gd People who become godly

6. Rabbeinu Nisim, Derashot haRan 11
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In my opinion it is this: They wanted basic justice between parties to come from the throne, as in Shemuel | 8:4-5, which
| take to mean that they thought that national order would function best when it flowed from the throne, as opposed to
from the Shofeit. Therefore they said, “You have aged and you can no longer judge,” and your children are not suited
to cause Divine benefit to be manifest upon us for they do not follow your ways. Therefore, it would be appropriate for
us fo have a king, and for our judgment to happen through him. Thus they said, “Place a king upon us to judge us, like
all of the nations”...
Had they asked for a king in general, saying, “Place a king upon us,” or had they asked for the sake of battle, there
would have been neither guilt nor sin in this, but a mitzvah. Their sin was only in saying, “Place a king upon us to judge
us, like all of the nations,” wanting their judgment to flow from the throne, not from judges of Torah. We see this in 8:6,
in which it did not say, “As they said: Place a king upon us” alone... And therefore Gd said to Shemuel, “They did not
reject you, but they rejected Me from reigning over them,” for they chose natural running of their affairs, as opposed to
Divine control.

7. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, ("8 ) nva1 737 — 19 po1
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Among other things, Yosef and David share the trait of ambition. Yosef dreams dreams of great power, and David's
inferest in the prize promised to the one who will strike the Philistine... testifies to his faith that he can achieve it. It would
be logical to assume that this trait was also nourished by the objective attributes of the two — being wise and attractive.
But there is also an evident difference between Yosef's conduct toward his brothers and David’s conduct. Yosef brought
the bad speech of his brothers to his father, causing their envy and hatred, especially after he had received the coat of
stripes from his father. This reality did not prevent him from telling his brothers about his dreams, the clear import of
which was that they would bow to him and that Yosef would rule over them. With this conduct, Yosef exacerbated his

situation even more... And he was punished with a long period of captivity in Egypt.



David, on the other hand, never entered into confrontation with his brothers, and never revealed to them, at any stage,
a negative attitude toward them. Even when Eliav rebuked him ungratefully with false charges, he was not dragged into
confrontation, but he replied modestly, “What have | done now? These are just words.”

17:21-27 Remarkable Confidence

8. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:27
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That which we have said, that the one who would strike him would receive great wealth and the princess, is not a

reward for the result of his deed for the honour of his nation and his Gd. It is only for striking [Goliath], for one who

demonstrates such might, killing a cruel, mighty person like this — aside from any benefit caused for his nation — deserves

to marry the princess on his own merits, as a mighty person, an incomparable man of chayi/, and he deserves any

honour and glory and wealth because of his great might.

9. Talmud, Taanit 4a
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Three asked inappropriately; two received a proper answer, and one received an improper answer. These are: Eliezer
servant of Avraham, Shaul son of Kish, and Yiftach of Gilead.

10. Rabbi Yisrael Rosen, 9729-17 39731 — 13 12 P80y, Megadim 12 (Tishrei 5751)

11.Rav Amnon Bazak, 'a pbm ,nowx 77
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We have already mentioned that Shaul was the one who should have fought Goliath; the personal prize from Shaul

emphasized his personal stake in this, that someone should perform the task in his place.

12. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:26
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13. Ralbag to Shemuel | 17:26
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14. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:22
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15. Malbim to Shemuel | 16:23
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It told with this how Gd caused David to come to Shaul, which was the first cause for all that happened to him until he
became king, as was destined for him.

16. Malbim to Divrei haYamim Il 32:1
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