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Shoftim 16:22-31 / 17: Shimshon’s Death / Introduction to Disaster

R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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16:22-31 Shimshon's End
1. Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim 16:25, 16:26
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Shimshon went along with it with joy and desire; this was an opportunity for him... And it appears that Shimshon
knew the building from before this.

2. Talmud, Sotah 10a
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Shimshon said before Gd: Master of the Universe, remember for me the twenty years | judged Israel, and | never said
to any of them, “Bring my staff from one place to another.”

3. Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim 16:28
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Shimshon was a man of strong drives, and the strongest of his drives was the desire for payback and sevenfold
revenge.

4. Malbim to Shoftim 16:22
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It said this with a strong verb, because it grew unusually quickly. Otherwise we would be troubled: How were the

Philistines not careful to shave him from time to time, knowing his strength depended on his hair2

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 16:22
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It would be inappropriate to think that Shimshon’s strength was in the hair of his head, naturally, and that therefore it

left when the hair left, and his strength returned when it started to grow again. But his strength was miraculous, when

he kept his nezirut.

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 98:14, commenting on Bereishit 49:17-18
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“May Dan be a serpent on the road” — As the serpent is found among women, so Shimshon ben Manoach was found
among women. As the serpent is bound by [the charmer’s] oath, so Shimshon ben Manoach was bound [when the
Judeans took an oath]... As the serpent’s strength is all in its head, so Shimshon... As the serpent’s venom harms
posthumously, so “And the dead he killed when he died, etc.”... And yet you say “And his brothers and entire family
descended and carried him away and brought him up and buried him... in the plot of his father Manoach”2! But
Yaakov prayed for mercy for this.

7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 16:30
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This was a positive aspect of the Philistines; they did not degrade him posthumously, but they allowed them to honour
him in his death.
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8. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sotah 1:8
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One text says “And he judged Israel for 40 years” [meaning: it says twice that he judged for 20 years?] and one text

says, “And he judged Israel for 20 years.” Rabbi Acha said: This teaches that the Philistines feared him for 20 years

after his death, as they feared him for 20 years during his lifetime.

9. Prof. Yael Shemesh (Bar llan University), X9»%3 n17a8n7, https://www.biu.ac.il/js/JS1)/2-2003/Shemesh.pdf
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Shimshon's suicide is the only scriptural case in which the stated goal for suicide is revenge: “And | will avenge one of
my two eyes from the Philistines.” Based on this, suicide is not the goal, but rather a means and side effect of the
suicidal person’s desire to kill others... Shimshon, unlike the other biblical suicides, takes this drastic step not out of
concern for the future... but because of his rage toward those who had tortured him.

10. Malbim to Shoftim 16:2
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For he instructed them to tell the people of Aza that Shimshon had entered. He personally spread the word that
Shimshon was in the city, only he did not tell them that he, himself, was Shimshon.

11.Radak to Shoftim 16:20
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He forgot in his sleep that which he had told her... Or the meaning of “And he did not know” is that he knew that his

strength had left him, but he did not know that Gd had left him, for he thought that even though his strength had left

him, Gd would help him this time lest he fall into the hands of the Philistines.

12. Ralbag to Shoftim 16, Lesson 22
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He was suited for this due to his seduction by these lowly things, and therefore he asked to die with the Philistines,

since he did not deserve a greater miracle then...

13. Rabbi Shemuel Eidels, Maharsha to Sotah 10a
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One could also say, based on our Talmud's idea that he was punished with his eyes for rebelling with his eyes, that

he said that it was enough for him to be punished with one of his two eyes. For the other, he said to give him revenge.

Introducing Perakim 17-18: The End, or the Beginning?
14. Outline of Perakim 17-18

17:1-6 The origin of Pesel Michah
17:7-13 Michah buys a Levi

18:1-6 Shevet Dan visits the area
18:7-10 Dan'’s Reconnaissance in Layish

18:11-26 Dan raids Michah
18:27-31 Dan Triumphant
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15. Ralbag to Shoftim 17:1
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| think that this was already in the early days, when there was no judge. This was during the period of subjugation,

before Otniel ben Kenaz or before Ehud or before one of those who followed them...

16. Rashi to Shoftim 17:1
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Even though these two portions are recorded at the end of the book, the stories of Michah and Pilegesh b'Givah

occurred at the start of the Shoftim, in the days of Otniel ben Kenaz. It says (18:31), “And they placed the idol of

Michah... as long as the House of Gd was in Shiloh,” so we learn that all through the period of Shiloh, Michah’s was

there...

17.Factors 18:31; 19:12; Timeline; Conquest period; Moshe’s grandson; Pinchas; 5:17

18.The other way The book; “There was no king in Israel”; Yehonatan ben Shaul; Yehonatan ben Gershom



