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17:12-14 Family Re-introductions

1. Professor Ruth Walfish, 1>-1u 8" nwa wn v, Megadim 32 (5760)

NI ARG .0°P757 1°2 DPNNDD ARNWI 0T 5y NRN J™M-1"n 027D P2 AXIRA AR Sy TV ,12110 WP DX WY 7013w %19
N0 12 PRI AW 17070 NPHINIR TIT VORI LR

Before we attempt to resolve the aforementioned difficulty, we will examine the strong bond between Chapters 16 and

17, via a literary comparison of the chapters. After demonstrating the bond, we will suggest an alternative approach to

explain and resolve some of the conflicts.

2. Bereishit 37:36, 39:1
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And the Medanim sold him to Egypt, to Potiphar...
And Yosef was brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar acquired him...

3. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:12
YU X972 CWIR 12 TIT R¥AI KD DRTT TA09R2 TR [X 00 TOURT PR MYRY Nw 9y WS 007p0 7T IV 1909 XY 070
1Y DIXW *10% NITRNA TAY TITW NN [2 737977 DX X297 TIT 7pDI MITAT 1N MIRTTY 2V W Dpn DX MRV DR XOXATY 15T
207 DOYIIR MR TV 1727 DY 1NMYNT R SNWHDT IV ¥Aw RD TR 2293 XU 1D
TP WORAW NN ON2 597 PRIND 0T TANYNY KX RAXAW D7°1°2 271 7777 1200 L7777 PNIOR WK 12 T ANWRIT T9RWR 5y 20wn
TIRYW I AW 27031 PY21 IPT AR 77 OX U192 ,0PAR IR NIWH N°22 1IRWI O DOI0pM AR 20917MT IREY 0°12 NN 17
APT 70 R 0°12 AN 12 797 QAR WU L7010 AN ,103Pn DR MW IS an°22 0an
Before it came to tell about David, it first responded to two questions which someone analyzing this might ask her: (1)
How was David not found among the warriors in this battle? Isn't it the nature of a warrior to present himself in the place
where he can show his strength? And why was David absent from the battlefield? (2) Since David was continuously
before Shaul, and he carried [Shaul’s] equipment, how did he not hear of the Philistine, and how was he not awakened
by his words until after forty days?
It answers the first question, “And David was the son of this man from Ephrat,” for it was already customary among
them that an army going to war was divided up by family, and the man who had eight sons would have the older ones
go to war, and the younger ones would stay in the house to serve their father. Especially if the father was aged, and
someone with assets, such that he needed most of them to reman at home to serve him and guard his cattle. And this
was the case here, for their father Yishai had eight sons, and was elderly.

4. Professor Robert (Uri) Alter, P2 ™20 mianR (1988) pp. 172-173 (as cited by Prof. Walfish)
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These two texts are not only a function of David’s nature, but also of the way we are expected to understand his selection
as king. In the first telling, his selection is absolute; this is an unequivocal Divine choice... granted to him like a present,
or a lot... In the second telling, David, with a courageous act, guarantees himself the first step along the path from the
sheep to the royal crown...

17:15-20 A Familiar Errand

5. Talmud, Sotah 42b
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“And the Philistine ventured forth, rising early and late in the evening” — Rabbi Yochanan said: To keep them from

Shema in the morning and evening. “And he stood there for forty days” — Rabbi Yochanan said: Parallel to the forty

days in which the Torah was given.




6. mary
e Radak - 127 (collateral)
o Tehillim 119:122 - 2107 7729 21 (protection)
e Shabbat 56a — n217yn (mixture)

7. Talmud, Shabbat 56a
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Anyone who went to the wars of David’s house wrote a bill of divorce for his wife, as it says, “...And you shall take

arubatam.” What is arubatam? Rav Yosef taught: That which is mixed (me‘oray) between him and her.

8. Bereishit 37:13-20 (tr. JPS 1985, c/o sefaria.org)
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Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at Shechem. Come, | will send you to them.” He answered, “I am

ready.”

And he said to him, “Go and see how your brothers are and how the flocks are faring, and bring me back word.” So

he sent him from the valley of Hebron. When he reached Shechem, a man came upon him wandering in the fields. The

man asked him, “What are you looking fore”

He answered, “I| am looking for my brothers. Could you tell me where they are pasturing®”

The man said, “They have gone from here, for | heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers

and found them at Dothan.

They saw him from afar, and before he came close to them they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here

comes that dreamer! Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast

devoured him.” We shall see what comes of his dreams!”

9. Two key articles
e Rabbi Amnon Bazak, ('R pom) oo 117 -1 o
e Prof. Yonatan Grossman, m1mni X 11X 58 717 m*hwn 0ow31 1PhR? A0 mhw *M90aw 2°1oni, Megadim 24 (5755)

10. Points of comparison

o 17:42 39:6
o 17:15 37:2
e 16:513 37:4-8
e 17:13 37:12

e 17:17-18 37:14

o 17:2527 37:15-17
o 17:28 37:19-20
o 18:27 41:45

e 18:13-16 41:45-46
e language

11.Prof. Yonatan Grossman, 121 2a3w2 118 o1 nimhw s119902w 2%0», Megadim 24 (5755)
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Sometimes agency acts as a means of education for the agent personally. It helps him develop his personality, and it
adds substantively to his spiritual world. The agent must internalize the agency experience and its lessons, which
prepares him for an additional role, more advanced, a decisive role which he must take on along his path.

12. Shaul’s signs
e 2 men in Tzeltzach tell you the donkeys have been found (10:2)
e 3 men going to Gd in Beit El, with 3 goats, 3 loaves and wine, give you 2 loaves of bread (10:3-4)
e Prophets meet you at Gd’s hill, a Plishti site, with instruments, and you become a prophet (10:5-6)

Radak Abarbanel Malbim
Metamorphosis Prophet Prophet and King King of a Diverse Nation
2 men in Tzeltzach e Family: Donkeys are Found | People who are like graves
3 men in Beit El Place of Prophecy King: 3 Types of Ruler | People who bring korbanot
Prophets at Gd's hill Becoming a Prophet Man of Gd People who become godly

13. Rabbeinu Nisim, Derashot haRan 11
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In my opinion it is this: They wanted basic justice between parties to come from the throne, as in Shemuel | 8:4-5, which
| take to mean that they thought that national order would function best when it flowed from the throne, as opposed to
from the Shofeit. Therefore they said, “You have aged and you can no longer judge,” and your children are not suited
to cause Divine benefit to be manifest upon us for they do not follow your ways. Therefore, it would be appropriate for
us fo have a king, and for our judgment to happen through him. Thus they said, “Place a king upon us to judge us, like
all of the nations”...
Had they asked for a king in general, saying, “Place a king upon us,” or had they asked for the sake of battle, there
would have been neither guilt nor sin in this, but a mitzvah. Their sin was only in saying, “Place a king upon us to judge
us, like all of the nations,” wanting their judgment to flow from the throne, not from judges of Torah. We see this in 8:6,
in which it did not say, “As they said: Place a king upon us” alone... And therefore Gd said to Shemuel, “They did not
reject you, but they rejected Me from reigning over them,” for they chose natural running of their affairs, as opposed to
Divine control.

14.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, ('S p9m) novx 717 — 30 pr2
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