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Thus Spoke Zarathustra — On Redemption

To redeem those who are the past and to recreate all ‘it was” into ‘thus
I willed it!" — only that would I call redemption!

[...]

‘It was™ thus is called the will's gnashing of teeth and lonelest
misery. Impotent against that which has been — it is an angry specta-
tor of everything past.

The will cannot will backward; that it cannot break tme and time’s
oreed — that 1s the will’s loneliest misery.

Willing hiberates; what does willing plan in order to nid itself of its
misery and mock its dungeon?

[...]

“Can there be redemption, if there is eternal justice? Alas, the stone “it
was" 15 unmoveable; all punishments too must be eternal!” Thus preached
madness.

‘™Mo deed can be annihilated; how could it be undone through
punishment? This, this is what i1s eternal about the punmishment called
existence, that existence must also eternally be deed and zuilt again!

Unless the will were to finally redeem itself and willing became not-
willing = ", but my brothers, vou know this fable song of madness!

Away from these fable songs I steered you when I taught vou: “The will
1% a creator.”

All *it was” 1s a fragment, a riddle, a grisly accident = until the creating
will says to it: “But T will it thus! I shall will it thus!”

But has it ever spoken thus? And when will this happen? Is the will
already unharnessed from its own folly?

Has the will already become its own redeemer and joy bringer? Has it
unlearned the spirit of revenge and all gnashing of teeth?

And who taught it reconciliation with tme, and what 1s higher than
any reconciliation?

That will which is the will to power must will something higher than
any reconciliation —

but how shall this happen? Who would teach it to also will backward?™
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