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Session #6: The Fast of Gedaliah

Background Texts
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Questions:

a) Why were they fasting?

b) What were they asking of "1 that they didn’t have?

c) Why does the prophet’s response echo Zekharia (see #3)?

d) Why is the reward if they conduct a “desirable fast” to be “ridden atop the high places of the Land”

and to be fed “the inheritance of Yaakov”?
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Why were the people crying when 81t read from the 7mn?
Why didn’t they think that mwitwX7 was a sad day?
Why didn’t they know about maw?
Why is ovmoait 01 completely elided here?
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i)  Why did the delegation only ask about continuing to mourn/fast during the fifth month? (anaaywn)
j)  Why did the 8%35's opening answer mention the fast of the 5% month and the 7t month (757 ow)?
k) What was the answer to the delegation’s question? (note how similar it is in tone to source #1)

© Yitzchak Etshalom 2020 Veb;(itz@@mi[.com

Pagez


mailto:rebyitz@gmail.com

D0 VRI0T VYRT ORI 172377y noon VYR T2 Yy

The Story: In Melakhim, Yirmiyahu and Yehezqeel
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1) Gedalya was assassinated on “the seventh month” - which likely means on the 1st day of that month
(see Radak below - #6). But in which year? How much times had elapsed from the destruction of
Jerusalem until he was killed?
m) Why did everyone flee to Egypt in response?
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n) How long did it take for the soldiers et al to hear about Gedalyah’s appointment?
0) How long would it have taken a besieged land to produce wine, figs/dates and olives?
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p) What did the settlers in the ruined cities think about their future? Why? .

q) When did this prophetic dialogue take place?
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found in Lachish 1935, dated to c 586 BCE

r) If, as scholars generally conclude, the m1s mentioned here is op*nx 121513, how long must his tenure

have been to produce a bulla?

The Relevant Sugya in Rosh Hashanah
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