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Thus saith the Lord: The people that were left of the sword Have found grace in the wilderness, Even Israel, when I go
to cause him to rest. 'From afar the Lord appeared unto me.' 'Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; Therefore
with affection have I drawn thee. Again will I build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel; Again shalt thou
be adorned with thy tabrets, And shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. Again shalt thou plant vineyards
upon the mountains of Samaria; The planters shall plant, and shall have the use thereof. For there shall be a day, That
the watchmen shall call upon the mount Ephraim: Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion, Unto the Lord our God.'
For thus saith the Lord: Sing with gladness for Jacob, And shout at the head of the nations; Announce ye, praise ye,
and say: 'O Lord, save Thy people, The remnant of Israel.' Behold, I will bring them from the north country, And gather
them from the uttermost parts of the earth, And with them the blind and the lame, The woman with child and her that
travaileth with child together; A great company shall they return hither. They shall come with weeping, And with
supplications will I lead them; I will cause them to walk by rivers of waters, In a straight way wherein they shall not
stumble; For I am become a father to Israel, And Ephraim is My first-born. Hear the word of the Lord,
O ye nations, And declare it in the isles afar off, and say: 'He that scattered Israel doth gather him, And keep him, as a
shepherd doth his flock." For the Lord hath ransomed Jacob, And He redeems him from the hand of him that is stronger
than he. And they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, And shall flow unto the goodness of the Lord, To the corn,
and to the wine, and to the oil, And to the young of the flock and of the herd; And their soul shall be as a watered
garden, And they shall not pine any more at all. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, And the young men and the
old together; For I will turn their mourning into joy, And will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.
And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, And My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, Saith the
Lord.  Thus saith the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, Lamentation, and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her
children; She refuseth to be comforted for her children, Because they are not. Thus saith the Lord:
Refrain thy voice from weeping, And thine eyes from tears; For thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; And they
shall come back from the land of the enemy. And there is hope for thy future, saith the Lord; And thy children shall
return to their own border. I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself: "Thou hast chastised
me, and I was chastised, As a calf untrained; Turn thou me, and I shall be turned, For Thou art the Lord my God. Surely
after that I was turned, I repented, And after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh; I was ashamed, yea, even
confounded, Because I did bear the reproach of my youth.' Is Ephraim a darling son unto Me? Is he a child that is
dandled? For as often as I speak of him, I do earnestly remember him still; Therefore My heart yearneth for him, I will
surely have compassion upon him, saith the Lord.
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Questions:
1) When was this nR121 given and when was it presented? And to whom?

2

) Who is the focus of this prophecy? Whom is it about?
3)  Why so many passages with the introductory 7178 15?

4)  Why is this the n7van on Mwn wr1?
First Declaration (1-5):
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1. Which desert? Who is going to calm them down?
Who is saying the first phrase here? What is 05 nank? Why the image of “pulling” with Ton?
Why 11a8? And why is the nation called 587w’ n1na? What is a qn?

Note the repeated My , 1y ,mp. The first thing they will do is plant vineyards...on 1w »n?

IS

Who are the 0% here? Why will their reaction be to encourage everyone to go up to 198 — WwpbhR 'n HR?

Second Declaration (6-8)
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6. How does apy’ rejoice n wr12? Are they already saved or are they praying to be saved?
7. Who is he bringing back? From where? Why mention the lame and blind?

8.  Why will they return weeping and beseeching? Why mention p»1a8 — and why is he the 7131 of 'n?

Third Declaration (9-13)
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9. Who is the audience of this passage? Why the mixed metaphor of grain and then sheep?
10. Which redemption is referenced here?
11. Why the mention of 7n¥» w111 ,137? What does nar7T mean in this context?
12.  Why the repeated mention of the n»1n2? How is’n going to elate them and relieve them of their mourning?

13. What does w91 mean here? Why mention the 0»n3?
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Fourth Declaration (14-16)
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Why does God'’s response to 5r7 “merit” a separate 719?
14. Why is9m1 crying and why specifically her, among the matriarchs? Who are her sons who are “ no more”?
15. Why should she stop crying? Which n»wa is referenced and what is the reward?

16. What is the meaning of Jn"nxY mpn v?

Fifth Declaration (17-19)
MIPDR FTIT TN MR A IO () TN DN 2 TN 9 T XD D3y oW AR TIA b ARy i ()

DN METIN O
17. Why are pmar’s “wanderings” relevant here? Why the metaphor of 1% 8 %3p?
18. In whose voice is this verse articulated? Why?
19. This is a rhetorical question — what is it? Is it “Is Ephraim not my dear son?” Or “Is Ephraim (still) a dear

son to me?”

Note that our custom is to end the /770977 here — but it is in the middle of a declaration. ..why end here? There are but
two verses left and they are most impactful:
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Set thee up waymarks, Make thee guide—posts; Set thy heart toward the high—way, Even the way by which thouwentest; Return, O

virgin of Israel, Return to these thy cities. How long wilt thou turn away coyly, O thou backsliding daughter? For the Lovd hath

created anew thing in the earth: A woman shall court a man.
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