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Shemuel, Week 70: 17:1-10 — Goliath and Shaul S
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17:1-3 Renewed war with the Philistines
1. Divrei haYamim | 11:11-14 (Koren Jerusalem Bible tr., from sefaria.org)
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And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Yoshov'am, the son of Hakhmoni, the chief of the captains:
he swung his spear over three hundred slain at one time. And after him was El*azar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, who
was one of the three mighty men. He was with David at Pas-dammim, and there the Pelishtim were gathered together to
battle, where there was a plot of ground full of barley; and the people fled from before the Pelishtim. And they set
themselves in the midst of that plot, and delivered it, and slew the Pelishtim; and the Lord saved them by a great
deliverance.

2. Shemuel I 23:8-12 (Koren Jerusalem Bible tr., from sefaria.org)
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These are the names of David's warriors; The Tahkemonite, Yoshev-bashshevet, chief among the captains; the same was
‘Adino the Etznite: (he raised his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time.) And after him was El'azar
the son of Dodo the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David, when they defied the Pelishtim that were there
gathered together to battle, and the men of Yisra’el were gone away. He arose and smote Pelishtim until his hand was
weary, and his hand did cleave to the sword: and the Lord wrought a greater victory that day; and the people returned
after him only to strip the slain. And after him was Shamma the son of Age the Hararite. And the Pelishtim were gathered
together into a troop, where there was a piece of ground full of lentils: and the people fled from the Pelishtim. But he

stood in the midst of the ground, and defended it, and slew the Pelishtim: and the Lord wrought a great victory.

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 2:5
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“He was with David in Efes (Pas) Damim” — Rabbi Yochanan said: In the red field. Rabbi Shemuel said: From there, the
blood stopped.

4. Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews VI 9:1, Whiston tr. https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-6.html

Now the Philistines gathered themselves together again, no very long time afterward; and having gotten together a
great army, they made war against the Israelites: and having seized a place between Shochoh and Azekah, they there
pitched their camp. Saul also drew out his army to oppose them. And by pitching his own camp on a certain hill, he
forced the Philistines to leave their former camp, and to encamp themselves upon such another hill, over against that on
which Saul’s army lay: so that a valley, which was between the two hills on which they lay, divided their camps asunder.

5. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:1
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This informs that when the spirit of Gd left the head of their king, the might of Israel fell away and the Philistine enemy
— who had just recently fallen before Yonatan alone — now became powerful. Now their heart strengthened them to
battle Israel. Not only that, but immediately upon assembling their camp in the land of the Philistines, they went to the
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https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-6.html

land of Judah and completed their assembly there, as it says, “And they gathered to Socho of Judah,” and they did not
fear to assemble in Judah, as though they had already conquered the land. And immediately after they gathered in
Socho, they moved from there to Efes Damim, to draw close to the camp of Israel. There they camped.

17:4-10 Goliath’s threat/offer
6. Talmud, Sotah 42b
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What does “beinayim [between]” mean? Rav said: Built up [mevuneh] without any defect. Shemuel said: Average
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[beinoni] among his brethren. In the yeshiva of Rabbi Shila they said: Formed like a building [binyan].

7. Abarbanel’s objections
e Justice
e There is no dispute
o Where are the rules?
e The participants are not of equal standing and equipment
e Where are the referees?
e Look at the aftermath

8. Shemuel Il 2:12-17 (Koren Jerusalem Bible tr., from sefaria.org)
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And Avner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish boshe'r the son of Sho u|, Went out from Mahonoylm to le on. And
Yo'av the son of Tzeruya, and the servants of David, went out, and they met together by the pool of Giv'on: and they
sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the pool. And Avner said to Yo'av, Let
the young men now arise, and play before us. And Yo’av said, Let them arise. Then there arose and went over by
number twelve of Binyamin, belonging to Ish-boshet the son of Sha’ul, and twelve of the servants of David. And they
caught every one his fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow’s side; so they fell down together: so that
place was called felgathaTzurim, which is in Giv'on. And there was a very sore battle that day; and Avner was beaten,
and the men of Yisra'el, before the servants of David.

9. Targum Yonatan to Shemuel | 17:8
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| am Goliath the Philistine of Gat, who killed the two sons of Eli, the kohanim Chofni and Pinchas. And | captured the
Ark of the Covenant of Gd, and | brought it to the house of Dagon, my idol, and it was there in the Philistine cities for
seven months. Also, in every Philistine battle | went out at the head of the forces and | was victorious in war, and | cast
corpses like the dust of the earth. And until now, the Philistines did not approve me to be a general upon them.

10. Talmud, Sotah 42b
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“Goliath” — Rabbi Yochanan said: For he stood with an exposed face (gilu) before Gd, as it says, “Choose an /sh for
yourselves, and let him descend to me” — /sh is only a reference to Gd, as in, “Gd is an /sh milchamah.” Gd said:
Behold, | will hurl him down via the son of an /s, as it says, “And David, son of this ish of Ephraim”... “And the Philistine
ventured forth, rising early and late in the evening” — Rabbi Yochanan said: To keep them from Shema in the morning
and evening. “And he stood there for forty days” — Rabbi Yochanan said: Parallel to the forty days in which the Torah
was given.



11. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:2
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“And Shaul and the Jewish men” — Their hearts lacked the confidence to chase them from Socho at the start of their

gathering, and they also feared drawing near to them. They only gathered in Emek ha’Elah, far from Socho. This is why

the Philistines left Socho, to Efes Damim, to draw close to the Israelite camp (and not the reverse). This shows that the

heart of Israel had melted.

12.Rashi to Shemuel | 17:8
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Ish — Shaul, and he shall descend to me.

13.Targum Yonatan to Shemuel | 17:8
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And you, Israelites: What great deed has Shaul son of Kish of Givah done for you, such that you appointed him as king

over you? If he is a mighty person, let him descend and fight me. And if he is a weak person, choose a man for

yourselves, and he shall descend to me

14.Radak to Shemuel | 17:8
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“Am | not the Philistine” — Meaning: | am a Philistine, one of the Philistines, and | emerged on my own in order to battle.
“And you are servants of Shaul” — Meaning: Since you have a king, you and your king should select a man to fight me.

15.Rav Amnon Bazak, '8 g5m ,n%ba1 77 Compare to Shemuel | 9:1-2, and Shemuel | 11



