Was it Betrayal?

Shoftim 15: Was it Betrayal?
R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Terumot 8:14
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We have learned: If groups of people were traveling on the road and they encountered non-Jews, who said, “Give us

one of yours and we will kill him, or we will kill all of you,” then even if all of them will be killed, they may not

surrender a single life of Israel. If the attackers designated one, like Sheva ben Bichri, they surrender him and are not

killed.

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Only if the victim is liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri.

Rabbi Yochanan said: Even if he is not liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri.

2. Talmud, Bava Kama 117b
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A man loaded a donkey on a boat before people entered the boat. The boat was going to sink. One man pushed the

donkey into the water, and it sank. The donkey owner came to Rabbah, who exempted the man. Abbaye challenged:

He saved himself with another's property! Rabbah explained: This was a pursuer from the start.

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Terumot 8:4
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Ulla bar Koshev was demanded by the government, and he fled to Lod, to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi. They surrounded
the area and said, “If you don't give him to us, we will destroy the areal” Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi appeased him,
and turned him over to them. Eliyahu, who is remembered for the good, was accustomed to appearing to him, and
noow he did not. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi fasted multiple fasts, and he appeared to him. [Eliyahu] said to him, “Shall
| appear to traitorsg!” He replied, “Did | not follow the mishnah [Tosefta]2” He responded, “Is this the mishnah of the
piousel”
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4. Talmud, Bava Metzia 83b-84a
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Rabbi Elazar ben Rabbi Shimon advised a government police officer: Go into the pub in the fourth hour of the day.
When you see someone drinking wine, holding a cup and dozing, ask about him. If he is a scholar and he is dozing,
it's because he rose early to study. If he is a worker, he rose early for labour. If he works at night, perhaps he works
with fine metal (and that's why no one hears the sounds of his work). Otherwise, he is a thief, and you can catch him.
Word of this was brought to the government, and they said, “Let the reader of the scroll be the one to carry it out!”
They brought Rabbi Elazar ben Rabbi Shimon, and he caught thieves.
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karchah sent to him: Vinegar, son of wine! How long will you pass the nation of our Gd to be
murdered?!
Rabbi Elazar ben Rabbi Shimon responded: | am eliminating thorns from the vineyard. He replied: Let the Owner of
the vineyard come and eliminate his own thorns...
Rabbi Yishmael ben Rabbi Yosi had a similar story. Eliyahu met him, and said, “How long will you pass the nation of
our Gd to be murdered?2” He replied, “What can | do? It is the authority of the king!” He replied, “Your father fled to
Asia; you flee to Ludkiya.”

5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 5:5
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And if they designate him to them, saying, “Give us so-and-so or we will kill all of you,” then if he is liable for death

like Sheva ben Bichri, they give him to them, but we do not rule thus lechatchiloh. And if he is not liable for death, let

all of them be killed and they should not give them a single Jewish life.

6. Malbim to Shoftim 15:11
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The law is that if idolaters say, “Give us one of you and we will kill him,” they should not give him to them (per

Rambam) unless he is liable for death like Sheva ben Bichri — meaning, even if it's only in the government's law, not

Torah law...

7. Rabbi Meir Simchah of Dvinsk (19t-20th century Poland), Or Sameach to Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 5:5
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The men of Judah came “to bind you, to give you into the hands of the Philistines” even though he was not liable for

death, apparently this was because he endangered the public, like a counterfeiter in Rama Choshen Mishpat 425:1,

such that they said, “What have you done to us, etc.”

8. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (20th century Egypt, Israel), Yabia Omer 10:Yoreh Deah 6:2
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It is also possible that they thought he would be saved from them, as happened in the end.



9. Midrash, Sifri Devarim (Vaetchanan) 27
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Some called themselves servants and Gd called them servants, and some called themselves servants but Gd did not

call them servants, and some did not call themselves servants but Gd called them servants.

Avraham called himself a servant... and Gd called him a servant... Yaakov... Moshe... David... Yeshayah...

Shemuel called himself a servant... and Gd did not call him a servant. Shimshon called himself a servant... and Gd

did not call him a servant...

10. Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, Emek haNetziv to Sifri Devarim (Vaetchanan) 27
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Regarding the concept of a “servant”, see Radak Yehoshua 1, “My servant Moshe has died,” that he acts in all of his
dealings, even matters of this world and his own needs, for the sake of their blessed Creator...
And based on this it is understood that some called themselves “servants” because they bound themselves to service of
Gd, but Gd did not call them servants for they were not created for this role...
And Gd did not call them servants perhaps because they did not reach this level. ..



