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Review of Chapter 16
e David's story
o Yishai is a leader, but his youngest, David — the ruddy one - is not respected
o Gd tells Shemuel to anoint David, perhaps due to his shepherd traits. This ushers in “Ruach Hashem”.
o David becomes musician for Shaul
e Shaul’s story
o When David is anointed, Shaul loses his “Ruach Hashem”. He is driven into depression.
o Shaul’s servants suggest music, perhaps as an attempt to rekindle his prophecy.
o ltis effective, to the extent of catalyzing a bond between David and Shaul
o To the greatest extent, this is Shemuel’s story
o Grieving for Shaul, Shemuel doesn’t want to anoint a king — out of unlikely fear or general reluctance
o The reluctance may be driven by the knowledge that this would destroy Shaul’s Divine connection
o Hashem forces Shemuel to do this (“go ahead and lie if you want”), and uses the selection and anointing
process as a way to rebuke Shemuel for thinking he knows better.
o Shemuel comes full circle — he began his career detonating Eli, and concluded it by detonating Shaul.
e A positive note: Chanah’s horn

Outline of Chapter 17

17:1-14 Prelude
17:1-3 — Renewed war with the Philistines
17:4-10 - Goliath’s threat/offer
17:11-14 - The state of Yishai’s sons

17:15-37 David volunteers to fight
17:15-20 - David’s battlefield errand
17:21-27 - David witnesses Goliath’s threat, and responds brashly
17:28-30 - Eliav scolds David
17:31-37 - David persuades Shaul to send him

17:38-51 The battle
17:38-47 - Prelude to battle
17:48-51 - David kills Goliath

17:52-58 — Aftermath

Chronology

1. Evidence

Longer The series of events; Shaul’s developing relationship with David
Shorter Shaul’s brief reign; David’s age?; Location of the battle; Malbim

2. Why does the timing matter?
Plishtim

David

Shaul
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17:1-3 Renewed war with the Philistines
3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 2:5
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“He was with David in Efes (Pas) Damim” — Rabbi Yochanan said: In the red field. Rabbi Shemuel said: From there, the
blood stopped.
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5. Divrei haYamim 1 11:11-14
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6. Malbim to Shemuel | 17:1
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This informs that when the spirit of Gd left the head of their king, the might of Israel fell away and the Philistine enemy
— who had just recently fallen before Yonatan alone — now became powerful. Now their heart strengthened them to
battle Israel. Not only that, but immediately upon assembling their camp in the land of the Philistines, they went to the
land of Judah and completed their assembly there, as it says, “And they gathered to Socho of Judah,” and they did not
fear to assemble in Judah, as though they had already conquered the land. And immediately after they gathered in
Socho, they moved from there to Efes Damim, to draw close to the camp of Israel. There they camped.



