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Shoftim 14:10-20: A Riddle Goes Bad

R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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1. Malbim to Shoftim 14:15
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They did not ask of her that she reveal the riddle to them, for she would answer, “Shall | cause my husband to give

you thirty changes of clothing2” They only asked that she seduce him into telling them the riddle...

2. Abarbanel to Shoftim 14:18
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They did not wish to answer with an obvious explanation, such that Shimshon would understand that his wife had

revealed it to them, and they tried to respond in a way that Shimshon would think they had happened upon the

answer themselves. Therefore they said as a question, “What is sweeter than honey?2”

3. Talmud, Nazir 4b
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Rabbi Yehudah says: A Nezir Shimshon may become tamei from the dead, as we find that Shimshon became famei...
And how do we know he became famei from the dead? If it's from “I struck one thousand men with a donkey’s
jawbone,” perhaps he threw it at them, without touching them! Rather, from “And he struck thirty of them, and he took
their gear.” But perhaps he removed their gear first and only then killed them? It is written, “And he struck... and he

took.” But perhaps he only made them goses? Rather, it is a tradition.

4. Radak to Shoftim 14:19
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Our Rabbis had a tradition that Shimshon was permitted to become famei for the dead, even though he was a nazir...
And if not for their tradition, we could say that he struck the Philistines with a rock... Or we could say that he was
careful not to become famei from the dead other than in the case of a mitzvah, and the war with the Philistines was a
mitzvah, to fight them and to rescue Israel from their hand. It was all from Gd, as it said, “for it was from Gd.” And
our Rabbis had a tradition that a nazir may become tamei for a met mitzvah.

5. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 22:6
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Our sages have said: Yehoshua 1:5 says, "As | was with Moshe, so | will be with you", and so Yehoshua should have
lived 120 years, as Moshe did. Why were his years reduced by ten years?
When Gd told Moshe, "Take the vengeance of Israel upon Midian, and then you will be gathered to your nation," he
did not delay even though he had been given news of his own death. Rather, he was energetic, "And Moshe sent
them." But when Yehoshua came to battle the 31 nations, he said, "If | will kill them immediately, | will die
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immediately, like Moshe." What did he do2 He began to delay in their battle, as Yehoshua 11:18 says, "For many
days Yehoshua battled all of these kings." Gd said to him, "Thus you do? | will shorten your years by ten years."...

6. Beloved calves Shemuel Il 3:5, Hosheia 10:11
7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 21a
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Rav said: £glah is Michal. Why was she called £glah? Because she was beloved to him, like a calf.

8. Unintentional Prophecy  Bereishit 15:9 vs. Shemot 32:4



