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Revisiting the “Waters of Contention”
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1 And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month;
and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. 2 And there was no water for
the congregation; and they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3 And the people
strove with Moses, and spoke, saying: 'Would that we had perished when our brethren perished before
Hashem! 4 And why have ye brought the assembly of Hashem into this wilderness, to die there, we and our
cattle? 5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.' 6 And Moses
and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tent of meeting, and fell upon their
faces; and the glory of Hashem appeared unto them.

7 And Hashem spoke unto Moses, saying: 8 "Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, thou, and Aaron
thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes, that it give forth its water; and thou shalt bring
forth to them water out of the rock; so thou shalt give the congregation and their cattle drink.' 9 And Moses
took the rod from before Hashem, as He commanded him. 10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly
together before the rock, and he said unto them: 'Hear now, ye rebels; are we to bring you forth water out
of this rock?' 11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock with his rod twice; and water came forth
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their cattle. 12 And Hashem said unto Moses and
Aaron: 'Because ye believed not in Me, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall
not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.' 13 These are the waters of Meribah, where
the children of Israel strove with Hashem, and He was sanctified in them.
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The questions:
1) Why is this story introduced with the death and burial of n™n?
2) Why are the people complaining about the locale?
a. Why would they expect the desert to be any different?
3) Why do they specifically mention grapes, figs and pomegranates?
4) Why is God’s response to command Moses to give them water?
a. They aren't thirsty,
b. ..nor do they ask for water
5) Was there a 'n v17°p at the water or not?
a. Verse 12: o'na »1w 1pnY 22 omnkn RY 1y indicates there was not 'n w11°p there
b. Verse 13: p1 w1p"...n2"0 'n N implies that there was a 'n v17p at the water
6) Why were both 17781 nwn punished not to lead the people into the Land?
7)  What did they do wrong???
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And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him; for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying:
'God will surely remember you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you.'
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And they came unto the valley of Eshkol, and cut down from thcncc a branch Wlth one cluster of grapes,
and they bore it upon a pole between two; they took also of the pomegranates, and of the figs...And they
told him, and said: "We came unto the land whither thou sent us, and surely it flows with milk and honey;
and this is the fruit of it.
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3 Then Moses said unto Aaron: 'This is it that Hashem spoke, saying: Through them that are nigh unto
Me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified." And Aaron held his peace.
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Aaron shall be gathered unto his people; for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the
children of Israel, because you rebelled against My word at the waters of Merivah
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And Hashem said unto Moses: "Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is spirit. ..
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