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Yeshayah 38-39, Part 10 — Apres Moi?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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39:3-7 Divine punishment is coming (continued)
1. Malbim to Yeshayah 39:6
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What was his sin, for which such a great punishment was prophesied for him2 Is a king not allowed to display his
storehouses? Didn't Shlomo glory in his wealth before many nations? Divrei haYamim records that Chizkiyahu's heart
was proud and there was anger upon Judea and Jerusalem — what was this pride? He acted innocently! Especially, as
it is recorded there that Gd left him in the hands of Babylonian officers to test him and know all that was in his heart -
so what is all of this noise? How did his children sin2 Parents ate unripe grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge?
Didn't Jerusalem commit great sins and great blasphemies, for which they went into captivity before the foe — not because
of righteous Chizkiyahu displaying his storehouses?

2. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 39:7
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3. Melachim 121:10-15
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4. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra Yeshayah, Summary after Perek 39
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It appears that the infent of this prophecy here was not to say that the exile to Babylon was punishment for Chizkiyahu's

sin for his conduct with the agents of the Babylonian king. Rather, the intent was to warn him that his political path

would lead to enslavement and exile... And it appears that even after this message, Chizkiyahu remained firm in his

opinion...

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 104a
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And why did they not list Achaz [among those who are denied entry into the next world]2 Rabbi Yirmiyah bar Abba

said: He was placed between two righteous people, Yotam and Chizkiyahu... Then Menasheh should also not be listed,

due to the honour of Chizkiyahu! A son can provide merit for a parent; a parent cannot provide merit for a son... At

this point, Achaz was also not listed [just] due to the honour of Chizkiyahu.



6. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 39:7
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Therefore | say that the destruction of Jerusalem was stored before Gd, sealed in His stores for the sin of Judea with the
idolatry they worshipped for a long time, and their non-observance of shemitah of the land, and their other sins. And
when the fen tribes were exiled, Judah and Benjamin deserved to be exiled as well, but Gd did not desire for them to
be exiled, in the merit of Chizkiyahu who was then their king, and in the merit of the Beit haMikdash which protected
them. He gave them time fo repent and to turn their heart to what happened to their brethren of Yisrael who went without
strength before the pursuer. Their verdict was sealed only for the sin of Menasheh, as the text testified twice.
But now, when Chizkiyahu showed the agents of the Babylonian king all that was in his house, and he was proud due
to the honour of being visited by Babylonian agents, Gd informed the prophet not regarding punishment and a decree,
but just as informing of the future, that all that happened now to Chizkiyahu would be a sign for his descendants. He
did not wish to produce children and made himself unable to produce — days would come when descendants of his
would be serisim. Babylonians now came to him, and the time would come when a great and mighty force from Babylon
would come with Nevuchadnezzar. Now Babylonians saw all that was in his house; at that time, too, they would see
and take all that was in his house. Chizkiyahu was, for his children and progeny, a sign, not a cause and actor. He did
not sin, other than with his pride — and even in this he repented, as it says in Divrei haYamim Il 32:26...
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7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 96a
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8. Similarly
e Rome is formed when Shlomo weds the daughter of the Pharaoh (Sanhedrin 21b)
e Nevuchadnezzar is born from a union of Shlomo and the Queen of Sheba (Sefer Chasidim, Brit Olam 1019)
e Mashiach is born on the day the Beit haMikdash is destroyed (Yerushalmi Berachot 2:4)

Q. The Letter Writer  Daniel 3:31

39:8 Chizkiyahu's strange reaction
10. Melachim 11 20:19
2022 NpR) 019 oK RGN AN2T WK 1T 027 210 1YY DX IPIT N

11.Ramban to Devarim 16:20
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12. Midrash Zuta, Shir haShirim Rabbah 8:6
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13. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 39:8
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14. Malbim to Yeshayah 39:8
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15. Divrei haYamim Il 32:25-26
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16. Chizkiyahu's teshuvah

e The Prediction 4:2,9:56,11:1-5

e The Wonder Melachim Il 18, Divrei haYamim Il 29-31
e Relationship 37:1-7,38:5, 38:7

e Seeking control 22:10-12, 38, 39

17. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan Il 45
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One Last Point: Through Yeshayah's Eyes
18. Yeshayah’s main messages

o The Divine will to bring you to a Utopian existence 10-12

e Don'tindulge in luxury 2-6

e Don't look for allies; your enemies will collapse 7-10, 1327
e Take care of others, stay away from idols, listen to prophets, be loyal 1, 28-33

e Gd is ready for Assyria 10, 34-35

19. The Assyrian Invasion
e Chapter 36 A rift between Chizkiyahu and Yeshayah at the time of the Assyrian threats
e Chapter 37 Messages of support: I've seen this before, Gd has it under control
e Chapter 38 A harsh visit at a time of illness
e Chapter 39  Rebuke for the “Babylonian” visit

20. And then: Validation



