A Leader Without Followers: The Tragic Career of Shimshon b. Manoah

Shimshon the Nazirite..Indeed? 7p JNIC...."nUN-,PO "
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A Leader Without Followers: The Tragic Career of Shimshon b. Manoah

1) Nazir1:2

If one said: “I am hereby like Samson”, “like the son of Manoah”, “like the husband of Delilah”, “like the one who tore off the doors of

Gaza”, like the one whose eyes were gouged out by the Philistines”, he is a N'zir Shimshon... What is the difference between a permanent

nazirite and a N'zir Shimshon?...in the case of a N'zir Shimshon, if his hair grows heavy he may not lighten it, since he is entirely

prohibited from cutting his hair. And if he becomes impure, he does not bring an offering for impurity.
2)  Shofetim 13
4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink no wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing. 5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and
bear a son; and no razor shall come upon his head; for the child shall be a N’zir Elokim from the womb; and he shall begin to save Israel out
of the hand of the Philistines.' 6 Then the woman came and told her husband, saying: 'A man of God came unto me, and his countenance
was like the countenance of the angel of God, very terrible; and I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his name; 7 but he said
unto me: Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing; for the child
shall be a N'zir Elokim from the womb to the day of his death.'...13 And the angel of Hashem said unto Manoah: 'Of all that I said unto the
woman let her beware. 14 She may not eat of anything that cometh of the grapevine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any
unclean thing; all that I commanded her let her observe.'

3) Shofetim 14

5 Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnah, and came to the vineyards of Timnah; and, behold, a young lion roared
against him. 6 And the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as one would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his
hand; but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. 7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson
well. 8 And after a while he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion; and, behold, there was a swarm of bees in
the body of the lion, and honey. 9 And he scraped it out into his hands, and went on, eating as he went, and he came to his father and mother,
and gave unto them, and they did eat; but he told them not that he had scraped the honey out of the body of the lion. 10 And his father went
down unto the woman; and Samson made there a feast; for so used the young men to do. 11 And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they
brought thirty companions to be with him. 12 And Samson said unto them: 'Let me now put forth a riddle unto you; if ye can declare it me
within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment...And the spirit of

Hashem came mightily upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and smote thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave the changes of raiment unto
them that declared the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house.

4)  Shofetim 16

17 And he told her all his heart, and said unto her: 'There hath not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a N'zir Elokim from my
mother's womb; if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.' 18 And when
Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying: 'Come up this once, for he hath told
me all his heart.' Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her and brought the money in their hand. 19 And she made him sleep upon
her knees; and she called for a man and had the seven locks of his head shaved off; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from
him. 20 And she said: 'The Philistines are upon thee, Samson.' And he awoke out of his sleep and said: T will go out as at other times and
shake myself.' But he knew not that Hashem was departed from him. 21 And the Philistines laid hold on him, and put out his eyes; and
they brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison-house. 22 Howbeit the hair of his head
began to grow again after he was shaven.

5) Bamidbar 6:2

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them: When either man or woman shall clearly utter a vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to
consecrate himself unto Hashem...

6) Beresheet 49:26

The blessings of thy father are mighty beyond the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; they shall be
on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of the N’zir Ehav (the one who was separated [?] from his brothers)

7) 1 Shemuel 1:11

And she vowed a vow, and said: 'O LORD of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of Thy handmaid, and remember me, and not
forget Thy handmaid, but wilt give unto Thy handmaid a man-child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there
shall no razor come upon his head.’

8) Amos 2:11

And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nezirin. Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel?...

9) RASHI: nezirim...that they would abstain from normal life and engage in Torah study; nezirah always refers to asceticism
10) IBN EZRA: your young men: who naturally enjoy pleasures and rejoicing, I sanctified them to rebuke and sanctify you
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