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Gemara: Tovelling kelim (continued)
e Rav Nachman cited Rabbah bar Avuha 1: Since toveling is required after /ibun, that must mean it applies to
entirely new kelim as well; it's not about having absorbed food.
o Q from Rav Sheshet: Then why don’t we need to tovel scissors for cutting wool?2
o A from Rav Nachman: It's only for “meal utensils” in the Torah's text!

e Rav Nachman cited Rabbah bar Avuha 2: Tovelling is only if you take ownership, as with Midian; it doesn’t
apply if you borrow a kli from akum.?2
e Materials
o Mix of clay and dung - This isnt metal
o Glass — This is like metal, as it can be fixed when it breaks
o Lleadlined clay — Debate
* View 1: No, like the clay from which it comes
* View 2: Yes, like the metal lining inside it — This is the law
e An akum’s vessel, held as collateral
o Mar bar Rav Ashi knew his father immersed it, but wasn’t sure why3
= 1: This is “ownership”
= 2: This case was unique, as the owner meant to default4
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This is immersion of meal implements acquired from akum - so that they may then be used for eating and drinking - is
not about tumah and taharah, but midivre/ sofrim. A hint to this is “All that enters fire, you shall pass through fire and it
will be pure.” By tradition we have learned that it only speaks of their purification from the akum’s absorption, not from
impurity, for impurity does not leave via fire. All that is tamei leaves its tumah via immersion... And since it says, “And
it shall be pure,” the Sages said: Add purification after it passes through fire, to permit it from the akum’s absorption.
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! How do we know that? (Rashi, Rashba Torat haBayit 4:4)

2 But if a Jew buys it, then a Jew who borrows from that first Jew must tovel it (Tosafot); this raises “middle man” questions. And see
Igrot Moshe re eating in another Jew’s home

3 Psak is mixed; Tosafot and Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 120:9 vs Rambam Maachalot Asurot 17:6

4 Why would tovelling work, within that second approach? (Rama Yoreh Deah 120:9)
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In my humble opinion, it appears that the Rambam was troubled by the talmudic deduction from the extra “and it will
be purified.” Throughout the Torah, laws of purification are followed by “and it will be purified,” like... Therefore, the
Talmud answered that certainly, had the Torah been dealing with impurity and purity then writing “and it will be
purified,” like everywhere else, would have made sense. But here they learned from tradition that it was only speaking
about non-kosher absorption [and therefore, “and it will be purified” is superfluous].
There is support for this from the fact that we never see impurity depart via fire... And if so, what is the language of
“and it will be purified”2 Rather, certainly, it refers to immersion in a mikvah, as for this, “purification” is relevant, as
seen in the Yerushalmi that he removes it from the impurity of the Egyptians to the sanctity of Israel. “Sanctity” and
“purity” are identical...
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