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Shemuel, Week 65: 16:12-23 — The Shifting Spirit of Gd; Is There a Musician in the House?
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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16:11-13 G-d Selects David (continued)

1. Abarbanel to Shemot 30:22
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The first principle is to identify the need for anointing the Temple vessels, kohanim and kings... First: As a sign of Divine

selection... And the second purpose is to prepare the anointed one to receive Divine influence, for via the anointing,

the Higher supervision will stick to him... For immediately after Shaul’s anointing, the spirit of Gd was manifest upon

him and he prophesied and he became a different person, due to the anointing. And of David it says (16:13)...

2. Talmud Yerushalmi, Yoma 1:3
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“And the kohen who is greater than his brethren” — His greatness shall be from his brethren. “Upon whose head shall
be poured the oil of anointing” — Rebbe said: In beauty, strength, wealth, wisdom and appearance.

3. Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, Haameik Davar to Vayikra 7:35
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“This is the mishchah of” — “The greatness of”, as Rashi wrote (Yechezkel 28:14), “’ mimshach' means greatness, as

‘Men of middot' is ‘'men of mishchan'." But middotis only about physical height, and meshichah is about magnitude in

every way. As in Yerushalmi Yoma 1... Shemen hamishchah means it elevates every aspect, as is written of David...

4. Talmud, Yoma 18a
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“And the kohen who is greater than his brethren” — He shall be greater than his brethren in strength, beauty, wisdom

and wealth. Others said: How do we know that if he doesn’t have [wealth], his brethren kohanim shall elevate him2

“The kohen who is greater mei‘echav’ - Elevate him from that which his brethren possess.

5. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 2:45

The first prophetic level is for Divine aid to accompany a person, moving and energizing him to a great positive deed,
like saving an important group from evildoers, or saving a great, important person, or benefiting a large number of
people. He will find something moving him to action...

And know that a force like this never left Moshe Rabbeinu from the time he reached maturity. This was what motivated
him to kill the Egyptian and to halt the wicked one of the two fighters... And so a force like this accompanied David
after he was anointed with the oil of anointing, as it says... And so he was mighty against the lion and the bear and
the Philistine and the like, with this spirit of Gd.

6. Radak to Shemuel | 16:13
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This spirit of might aroused David to kill the lion, bear and Philistine, and the sacred spirit was born in him from that

day forward and he recited poems and songs with the sacred spirit born in him. For “spirit of Gd” includes the sacred

spirit and the spirit of might.



16:14-15 Shaul’s lliness

7. Ralbag to Shemuel | 16:13
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It told that on that day, the spirit of Gd was manifest on David such that he succeeded in all he did, and the spirit of Gd

left Shaul; he had possessed it at first, in all he did. And Gd caused an evil spirit to frighten him, to kill him before his

time, for He rejected him from monarchy — even as this was also a means of drawing David to the throne. Blessed is

Gd; all plans are His.

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 16:14
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The text said that immediately after David was anointed as king, the spirit of Gd was manifest upon him, and it
immediately left Shaul. | think this was because this spirit was not only a spirit of might, as may be found in many mighty
people together, but it was a spirit of magnitude of heart, a spirit of justice... as is suited for an Israelite king, specifically.
This could not exist for two people together... And therefore it did not mention for Shaul before this that the spirit of Gd
had left him, even affer his sin and the decree of his punishment, but only after David was anointed.
In truth, when it said, “And an evil spirit from before Gd frightened him,” perhaps we could say that it attributed this to
Gd as the First Cause for everything... Or, that it was part of his punishment...
[Or] that he perpetually thought that Gd had left him and become his foe, and this imagined thought caused his illness
and anxiety, so that when it said “from before Gd,” it meant because Gd separated from him. Not that Gd actively
created the illness.

9. Radak to Shemuel | 16:14
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“And it frightened him” — it frightened him to the point that he lost his mind.

10. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 16:14
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For Shaul, after the aforementioned spirit of Gd left him, did not remain like other people. He was surrounded by
nightmares and bad thoughts, and his imagination was continually occupied with his punishment, and how Gd had torn
the throne of Israel from him, and how his good spirit had left him. From this, his blood burned and he developed the
"melancholy" disease which happens from the burning of blood and red bile. The doctors have already written that in
this disease, imagination and the power of thought are destroyed, pain and worry befall him, and he will fear and
tremble and churn in depression...

11.Rambam, Commentary to Mishnah Shabbat 2:5
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Ruach raah is a term used for all manner of melancholy. In one kind, the sufferer flees and leaves his space when he

sees light or he is found among people, and he finds calm and his spirit settles in darkness and seclusion and desolate

places. This is very common among people with bile.



12. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 16:14
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But his servants thought that the Divine spirit never left Shaul and always remained close to him, but they thought that

the influence coming upon him portended bad future events. Therefore he was frightened and anxious, because he was

upset about the nature of the influence coming upon him.

16:16-23 King David, Court Musician?
13. Talmud, Sanhedrin 93b
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Doeg only said this entire verse as harmful speech:

“Knows how to play” — He knows how to ask;

“Mighty” — He knows how to respond;

“Warrior” — He knows how to engage in the battle of Torah;

“Understanding” — He comprehends one thing from another;

“A man of appearance” — He can bring proofs to his position in Jewish law;

“And Gd is with him” — The law always follows his view.

For all of them, [Shaul] replied, “My son Yehonatan is the same.” Once he said [to Shaul] “And Gd is with him,”
something that [Shaul] also lacked, he was upset and jealous. For of Shaul it says, “And wherever he turned yarshia,”
and of David it says, “And wherever he turned he succeeded.”

How do we know this was Doeg?2 Here it says, “And one of the youths answered” — the special youth. And there it says,
“And there one of Shaul’s servants was stopped before Gd, and his name was Doeg the Edomite, the mightiest of
Shaul’s shepherds.”

14. Midrash Shemuel 18:4
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“Shaul and the nation spared Agag, etc.” Bar Kappara said: This is Doeg, who was the equal of all Israel...

15.Talmud, Chagigah 15b
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Doeg and Achitofel asked 300 questions about a cabinet open to the air.



