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Could COVID-19 Kill Simchat Torah? Making Up Missed Torah Readings )
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com i;/‘
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Three questions regarding Keriat haTorah: Who, Why and What

1. Tosafot Succah 52a 31921
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When the time came to answer Amen, he waved a cloth and the assembly declared Amen — The Aruch recorded that

Rabbeinu Nisim Gaon asked: Berachot 47a says, "We do not declare an orphan Amen," but here they did not hear

the blessing! They only knew via the waving of cloths that the time to declare Amen had arrived, and so they would be

declaring an orphan Amen! And he answered, citing the rabbis of the west, that Berachot 47a refers to someone who

is obligated in the blessing itself, such that he fulfills his personal obligation by declaring Amen...

2. Talmud Yerushalmi, Megilah 4:1
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Moshe enacted for Israel to read from the Torah on Shabbat, Yom Tov, Rosh Chodesh and chol hamoed, as Vayikra

23:44 says, "And Moshe told the festivals of Gd to the Children of Israel." Ezra enacted for Israel to read from the

Torah on Monday, Thursday, and minchah on Shabbat.

3. Talmud, Bava Kama 82a
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Ezra made ten enactments: To read at minchah on Shabbat, and to read on Monday and Thursday... But did Ezra
enact to read on Monday and Thursday? That was already enacted! We have learned, "'And they travelled in the
wilderness for three days and did not find water'... Because they travelled for three days without water, they weakened.
The prophets among them stood and enacted that they should read on Shabbat, stop on Sunday, read on Monday, stop
on Tuesday and Wednesday, read on Thursday and stop on Friday, lest they pass three days without Torah!" At first it
was one person reading three verses, or three people reading three verses, parallel to the kohanim, leviyim and
yisraelim. Then Ezra enacted that three people should read ten verses. ..

4. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 2:72
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The Magen Avraham (282:6) brought from the Kenesset haGedolah that a minor may not be the reader. The Pri
Megadim challenged — a minor counted toward the seven even when the o/eh was the reader... It appears correct, in
my humble opinion, to justify the Magen Avraham’s words. We must say that the Torah reading is not like Megilah
reading, birkat hamazon and the like, where one fulfills others’ duty to read and bless when they listen, for one who
listens is as though he had said it... The essential rule is not to declare [the Torah reading], but specifically to listen...

5. Talmud, Megilah 29b-30a
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If [Parshat Shekalim] occurs on the Shabbat of Tetzaveh, Rabbi Yitzchak Nafcha says: Read six from Tetzaveh until Ki

Tisa, and one from the start of Ki Tisa. Abbaye said: The congregation will say that the reader happened to stop therel!

Rather: Read six from Tetzaveh through the start of Ki Tisa, and then the seventh repeats the start of Ki Tisa...



6. Rabbi Yitzchak ben Moshe of Vienna, Or Zarua Il 45
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It happened in Cologne that someone protested on the Shabbat when Emor should have been read, delaying prayer
and the Torah reading all day. For the next Shabbat, Rabbi Eliezer son of Rabbi Shimon zt"l instructed them to start
from Emor and read it, as well as Behar which was appropriate for that Shabbat, and not to skip a portion. Since the
days of Moshe Rabbeinu, it has been enacted to read the portions of the Torah and to complete it annually, to announce
the laws to the nation. You should not say that since the time for reading has passed, that portion is gone; there is no
fixed portion, requiring that we read this portion on this Shabbat and this portion on this Shabbat. Rather, that is just
the order of the portions. There is proof to this from the fact that when Yom Tov occurs on Shabbat, we push off the
portion of Shabbat due to the portion of Yom Tov, and on the immediately ensuing Shabbat we go back to the place
where we left off, and do not say that once it has been pushed off, it should be pushed off...

7. The Israel/Diaspora Discrepancy  https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/834571/

8. Rabbi Moshe Isserless (16t century Poland), Rama Orach Chaim 135:2, based on the Or Zarua
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If they missed communal Torah reading for a Shabbat, on the next Shabbat they read that portion, along with the portion
of that Shabbat.

9. Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer (Vilna Gaon, 18t century Lithuania), Biur haGRA Orach Chaim 135:2
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“If they missed” — As we say in prayer, that one who erred and did not pray, efc.

10. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19-20th century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 135:6
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And if they missed several Shabbatot, some say that one should only read the last portion which is adjacent on the

following Shabbat. And some say one must complete with the community all of the missed portions. And from the Biur

haGRA it seems that he agrees with the first view.

11.Rabbi Asher Weiss, mmnm nx»pa ymvwn, 28 Nisan 5780
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12. Mishnah, Megilah 4:2
PR ,AYAW DAW2 ,AwWw 0°719317 012 ,Awnn 20 012 .0y Po0M PRI 777 °PNMD PR AYAIR PP TVIN SW N2 W CWRI2
IOV POY0M AR 1IN PRMS

13. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (1920 century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 135:7
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14.Rabbi Hershel Schachter, 9supni nxvp w2, 26 lyar 5780
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https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/834571/

The positions of contemporary authorities
Sephardi Chief Rabbi Yitzchak Yosef

Kollel Eretz Hemdah

Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon, Rav, Alon Shvut South
Rabbi Hershel Schachter (1)

Rabbi Hershel Schachter (Il)

Rabbi Asher Weiss
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https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/953085/

https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/957153/
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