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Grandparents and Grandchildren at Har Sinai
7,35 00371 (1
12 1IN0 3 TN AN ONY 1 iy a3 oty iy o
ask your father, and he will show you; your elders, and they will tell you.
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"Behold, I will send you Eliyah the prophet before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of

fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers...”
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"Only take heed, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your
heart all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children-- how on the day that you stood

before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, 'Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that
they may learn to fear me all the days that they live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children so.’
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Anyone who teaches his son’s son Torah, the verse ascribes him credit as
though he received it from Mount Sinai, as it is stated: But make them known to your sons and to your sons’
sons, and juxtaposed to it The day when you stood before the Lord your God in Horeb. Once Rabbi Hiyya bar
Abba encountered Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi and saw that he had placed an inexpensive covering on his
head and brought his child to the synagogue to study. Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said to him: What is the reason
for all this fuss? Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to him: Is it insignificant, that which is written: But make
them known to your sons, and juxtaposed to it is the phrase in the verse that states: The day when you stood
before the Lord your God in Horeb? From this moment onward, Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba would not taste meat
[umtza] before he had read to his child and added to the child’s studies from the day before. Similarly,
Rabba bar Rav Huna would not taste meat before he had brought his child to the study hall.
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R. Yehoshua b. Levi would hear a passage from his grandson every Erev Shabbat. One time, he forgot and
went to bathe in the bathhouse of Tiberias and was leaning on the shoulders of R. Hiyya b. Aba; he realized
that he hadn’t heard his passage from his grandson and he went back and left. R. Hiyya b. Aba asked him:
“Did you not teach us that ‘if they begin (e.g. the bathhouse) they do not interrupt (to pray)’ ” . He said
“Hiyya is it insignificant in your eyes the idea that if someone hears a passage from his grandson, it is as if
he heard it at Mount Sinai? What is the reason? - But make them known to your sons and to your sons’ sons. The
day when you stood before the Lord your God in Horeb...R. Hizkiyah quoting R. Yirmiyah in the name of R.
Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan (!) “if you can trace a teaching back to Moshe, do so; if not, identify either
the earliest authority or the latest one; per But make them known to your sons and to your sons’ sons. The day
when you stood before the Lord your God in Horeb”
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Rabbi Parnakh says that Rabbi Yohanan says: With regard to anyone who is a Torah scholar, and whose
son is a Torah scholar, and whose grandson is a Torah scholar, the Torah will never again cease from his
descendants, as it is stated: And as for Me, this is My covenant...My spirit that is upon you, and My words which
I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, nor out of the mouth of your seed, nor out of the mouth
of your seed’s seed, says the Lord, from now and forever
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Dispute about Eliyahu’s role; Hakhamim maintain that he is only coming to ring peace into the world
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