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Yeshayah 38-39 — Yeshayah & Menasheh; Fig Spa; Asking for a Sign?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

o JAEE:| 2,)

o

sy pod®

Fifteen Years? (continued)

1. Talmud, Yevamot 49b-50a
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“I will fill the count of your days” — This is a debate among the fannaim [sages of the Mishnah], as we have learned, “’I

will fill the count of your days’ — These are the [standard] years of generations. If one merits, they complete these for

him. If one does not merit, they reduce these for him, per Rabbi Akiva. The Sages say: If one merits, they add for him.

If one does not merit, they reduce these for him.

“They said to Rabbi Akiva: It says, ‘And | will add fifteen years to your days’! He replied: They added [back] his own.

You know this, for the prophet prophesied [earlier], ‘A son will be born to the house of David, his name is Yoshiyahu,’

and Menasheh was not yet born!”

And what would the Sages respond? Does it say “to Chizkiyah”2 It says “To the house of David,” whether from Chizkiyah

or from another.

38:21-22 Figs and a Request

2. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 7:5
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[Tzaraat is sent for multiple reasons, including] bloodshed, from Kayin, as Bereishit 4 says, “And Gd placed an of for

Kayin.” Rabbi Nechemiah said: This is #zaraat It says of here, and it says of regarding Chizkiyahu. Just as the of of

Chizkiyahu was shechin, so the othere is shechin.

3. Midrash Zuta, Shir haShirim 1:3
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Why did Gd send boils upon King Chizkiyah2 Because he took charge of the Temple gold, stripping it to give it to the
king of Assyria.

4. Midrash, Mechilta d’'Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 15:25
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But flesh and blood, when they put pressed figs on it, it immediately breaks down! But he put that which breaks things
down on top of that which is broken down, to perform a miracle.

5. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 38:22
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This matter of the pressed figs was counsel from the prophet, because he saw that Chizkiyah was revolted by the boils,
because the illness itself and its level was greater and more dangerous than the boils [or: due to the boils?], and via a
miracle he was healed, but the prophet — after predicting Gd's healing of Chizkiyahu... said on his own, as counsel to
him: Take pressed figs and rub it on the boils...

6. Rashi to Yeshayah 38:22
I'7 N2 799K WK ,’b 10730 77T DR AR1 321 270 31 - NIR 97
“What sign” — how great and how beautiful is this sign given to me, that | will ascend to the house of Gd!



7. Ralbag to Melachim 11 20:8
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You should know that this was not a deficiency in faith for Chizkiyahu in asking for this sign. Yeshayah had already
told him that Gd’s decree was that he would die, and now, when He agreed to add fifteen years to his days, perhaps
it was conditional, meaning if Chizkiyahu would be complete... And therefore Chizkiyahu did not rely on this, without
a sign that Gd would give this gift to him unconditionally.

8. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Bereishit 15:7

:N372 IR MDY WPAWw 712y 07aR RV K? 737 ORI Y 07 MR 92 593 90 ORI K92 1270 70w 1T DYaw oy 0 T
Further, the purpose of a Divine oath is that it will be unconditional, for as a rule, prophecies are all conditional. Avram
did not sin by asking Gd to make a covenant with him.

9. Rabbi Saadia Gaon, Emunot v'Deiot, Maamar 7

\rA7en it alnhi DR I QTR NPT WM LL0RT RIT AN ,X? OX 1277 2Y 9P X127 N1 onn TR ,0°19 1w Y 71nan
T3 MR IWRD N AN LRITT AWYRT Y 212 KW 770 KW MR LK DR 770 7791 198K

Testing is of two types. One is regarding the Creator’s powers, whether or not He can do something, and this is the

prohibited type... The second is a person’s test of his position relative o the Creator, [to know] whether he has a certain

standing with [the Creator] or not, acknowledging that [the Creator] can perform the particular deed. This is permitted,

as is said regarding Gidon.

10. Radak to Melachim 11 20:8
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He thought that when Yeshayah said to him, “I will heal you,” he said it only to comfort him, because he saw him

weeping greatly. And even though he saw that the shechin was healed, he did not think he had been healed to the

point of being strong, able to ascend to the House of Gd, for perhaps the shechin would return, or the [non-shechin]

illness would not leave him.

11.Radak to Yeshayah 38:21
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“And Yeshayahu said” — The following verse is not from the michtav, and | have not found a reason for why it was

written here, after the michtav, for it belongs above... And so it is in the Book of Melachim.

12. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 38:21
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The recorder of the Book of Yeshayahu did not mention this within the story, for it was happenstance and not itself

planned. But after the conclusion of the entire story, it said as an explanation, “And Yeshayahu said: Let them take

pressed figs,” meaning to say that because Yeshayahu said this, Chizkiyahu said, “What sign do | have, that | will

ascend to the House of Gd.”

38:7-8 Gd gives Chizkiyahu a sign
13. Compare Melachim Il 20:9-11, Divrei haYamim Il 32:24
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14. Divrei haYamim Il 32:31
112373 92 Y77 infel? DUPONT 121 IR M0 WR N9iRT whT? YRy DmpwnT 233 M 0¥hna 191 (R?)

15. Rashi to Melachim 11 20:9-10
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16. Radak to Melachim Il 20:9
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17.Talmud, Sanhedrin 96a
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18. Divrei haYamim Il 28:27
PRTR 33 WWRIM TR PRI 270 212R7 1mRAT XD 02 02YIN°2 Y3 127 1HAR Oy IR 229N

19.Ralbag to Shemuel Il 22:11
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"And He rode a cherub, and flew" — It stated that Gd rode a cherub; this is the Active Intellect, which is His malach,

sent by Him to oversee humanity. Gd instructed it to oversee David...

20.Ralbag, Sefer Milchamot HaShem VI 2:12
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We will say further that it is impossible for a miracle to be created among heavenly forces. It has already been explained

that the Active Infellect is what causes these wonders, as we said earlier, and it is not possible that the Active Infellect

should affect heavenly forces, for it is caused by them.

21.Ralbag to Melachim 11 20:10
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22. Abarbanel to Melachim Il 20:9
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23. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 38:6
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24. Midrash, Seder Olam Rabbah 23
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