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Shemuel, Week 62: 16:4-10 — The Rejected Sons
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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16:4-10 The rejected sons
1. Divrei haYamim | 2:13-15
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Rabbi Yonah wrote that this is like “the eighth,” for he had seven sons other than David, as recorded in Shemuel... And
this reversal is not possible. But it is correct [to say] that Yishai had a son from another woman, and in Shemuel it
counted all of them... And here it mentioned the seven from the same mother as David. And so the Chacham lbn Ezra
explained. And some say that one son died. And a midrash says that the eighth son was named Elihu... And when it
said “And David was the smallest,” it was because he made himself small, so he was called “the smallest.”

Appearances can be deceiving

3. Talmud, Pesachim 66b
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Rabbi Mani bar Patish said: Anyone who gets angry, even if greatness has been decreed upon him from Heaven, they
bring him down. How do we know this2 From Eliav, as in Shemuel | 17:28... And when Shemuel went to anoint them,
for all of them it said, “Gd did not choose this one,” and for Eliav it said, “And Gd said to Shemuel: Do not look at his
appearance and his height, for | have rejected him.” This shows that Gd had loved him originally.

4. Radak to Shemuel | 16:6
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He said, in his heart or aloud, that he thought this was the king whom Gd had instructed him to anoint, because he was

the firstborn of Yishai’s sons, and also because he saw that he was of good form and height, like Shaul, and he thought

that Gd chose men of good height and structure for the throne so that the nation would be intimidated. And so he said

regarding Shaul, “Have you seen the one whom Gd has chosen, for there is none like him in the nation.”...

5. Midrash, Yalkut Shimoni to Shemuel |, Remez 124
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Could it be that Shemuel, about whom it was written, “[And Shemuel became great, and Gd was with him, and Gd did
not cast any of his words to the ground. And all Israel knew, from Dan to Beer Sheva, that] Shemuel was loyal as a
prophet to Gd” — Could he have erred22 Rabbi Yitzchak said: Shemuel did not err, but he saw and did not know
precisely whether the monarchy was from his daughter or from him, as Divrei haYamim | 11:18 says, “And Rechavam
took Avichayil daughter of Eliav son of Yishai.” Therefore he said, “But, before Gd is His anointed one.”

6. Talmud, Nedarim 22b
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Anyone who gets angry, even the Shechinah is not important to him, as in Tehillim 10:4, “The wicked, as his afrises,
will not seek [Gd]; ‘There is no Gd’ is all of his thought.”

7. Radak to Shemuel | 16:7
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And some explain that when he said, “Before Gd is His anointed one,” he was still requesting that the throne not leave
Shaul. When he saw that Eliav was not as attractive as [Shaul], he asked Gd not to exchange Shaul for another.
Therefore Gd replied to him, “Do not look at his appearance, for | have rejected him.” And this was Shaul, for he was
of aftractive appearance and of height.

The Harsh Divine Rebuke
8. Background Shemuel | 9:13-20

9. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 17
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Gd said to him, “You are the seer? | will show you that you do not seel” When did Gd show him2 When He told him,
“Fill your horn with oil, and go and | will send you to Yishai of Bethlehem, for | have seen a king for Me among his
sons.” What does it say? “And when they came, and he saw Eliav and said, ‘But, before Gd is His anointed one.”” Gd
said to him, “Didn’t you say, ‘| am the seer’2 Do not look at his appearance and height, for | have rejected him.”

16:11-13 G-d Selects David
10. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 2:2
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He tested David with sheep and found him a good shepherd, as Tehillim 78:70 says, “[And He selected His servant
David] and He took him from the pastures [nX97] of the sheep.” What are 1x&¥7 nX?12 Like Bereishit 8, “And the
rain ceased [X75"1].” He held back the older [sheep] before the younger. He took out the younger to graze, so that they
would eat the soft grass. Then he brought out the older, so that they would eat the intermediate grass Then he brought
out the youths, who ate the toughest grass. Gd said: One who knows to herd sheep, each according to its strength,
should come herd My nation. Thus Tehillim 78:71 says, “From after the nursing sheep, Gd brought him to herd His
nation, Yaakov.”
And Moshe as well, G-d only tested him with sheep. Our sages said: When Moshe Rabbeinu herded Yitro's sheep in
the wilderness, a kid fled from him, and he ran after it... He carried it on his shoulders and walked along. Gd said: You
have mercy when herding the sheep owned by flesh and blood thus, by your life you shall also herd My sheep, Israel.
Thus it says, “And Moshe was herding.”

11. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 2:3
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“And Moshe herded” — As in Mishlei 30:5, “Every Divine statement is refined” — Gd does not elevate someone before
testing him with a small matter, and only then does Gd elevate him. Two giants, Gd tested them with a small matter and
found them faithful, and then He elevated them to greatness. He tested David with sheep, and [David] led them only to
the wilderness, to distance them from theft. As Eliav said to David (Shemuel | 17:28), “With whom did you abandon
our small number of sheep, in the wilderness,” showing that David fulfilled the mishnah, “One may not raise small
animals in Israel.” Gd said to [David]: You are faithful with the sheep, come herd My sheep, as in Tehillim 78:71, “From
after the nursing sheep, Gd brought him to herd His nation, Yaakov.” And so with Moshe it says, “And he led the sheep
info the wilderness” to remove them from theft, and Gd took him to herd Israel, as in Tehillim 77:18, “You led Your
nation like sheep, in the hands of Moshe and Aharon.”



