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Of Omer and Lag B’Omer
Development of Minhagim

Which Part of the Omer do the minhagim apply to? (x
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Encyclopedia Judaica (10

The first bands of crusaders arrived outside *Cologne on April 12, 1096. For a month they left the Jews in peace, perhaps
because the Jews of France had given Peter the Hermit a letter asking the Jewish communities he passed through on his
journey to supply him and his followers with all the food they required, in exchange for Peter's undertaking to use his
influence in their favor. However, the swelling throng of crusaders, which surpassed all expectations, and the religious
frenzy preceding the departure of the army rapidly induced a change of mood which rendered the influence of Peter the
Hermit ineffectual. Aware of the inherent danger in the situation, the leaders of the Mainz community hastily dispatched a
delegation to Emperor Henry 1V, who wrote immediately to the princes, bishops, and counts of the empire to forbid them to
harm the Jews...

Meanwhile, the Crusade had evolved into a ponderous machine made up of various elements: the greater nobility, the
lesser nobles such as Count Emicho of Leiningen, and the people. It was the last element which proved particularly
receptive to the anti-Jewish slogans spreading rapidly among its ranks and it was less amenable to discipline. Although the
bishops and prominent nobles were generally opposed to such ideas, they had no wish to see Christians fight Christians
over the Jews. Frequently their assistance to the attacked Jews was passive at the most. It was in the region where the
crusaders assembled that violence broke out, in the weeks between Passover and Shavuot. The rioting continued until
Tammuz (June—July). On the eighth of lyyar (May 3, 1096), the crusaders surrounded the synagogue of *Speyer; unable
to break into it, they attacked any Jews they could find outside the synagogue, killing eleven of them. One of the victims, a
woman, preferring death to conversion, the only choice left open by the crusaders, inaugurated the tradition of freely
accepted martyrdom. *Kiddush ha-Shem, martyrdom for the glory of God, thus became the exemplary answer of Jews
threatened in their life and faith by the crusaders. On the 23" of lyyar (May 18, 1096) *Worms suffered a similar fate. The
crusaders first massacred the Jews who had remained in their houses, then, eight days later, those who had sought an
illusory refuge in the bishop's castle. The victims numbered about 800; only a few accepted conversion and survived, the
great majority choosing to be killed or suicide rather than apostasy. Hearing of the massacre, the Jews of Mainz asked for
the bishop's protection, paying him 400 pieces of silver to this end. When the crusaders, led by Emicho, arrived outside the
town on the third of Sivan (May 27, 1096), the burghers hastened to open the gates. The Jews took up arms under the
leadership of Kalonymus b. Meshullam. Weakened through fasting, for they had hoped to avert the disaster through
exemplary piety, the Jews had to retreat to the bishop's castle; however the latter could do nothing for them, as he himself
had to flee before the combined assault of crusaders and burghers. After a brief struggle, a wholesale massacre ensued.
More than 1,000 Jews met their deaths, either at the enemy's hands or their own. Those who managed to escape were
overtaken; almost no one survived. A comparable disaster occurred in Cologne, where the community was attacked on the
sixth of Sivan (May 30, 1096). The bishop dispersed the town's Jews in order to hide them in nearby localities: at Neuss,
Wevelinghofen, Eller, Xanten, Mehr, Kerpen, Geldern, and Ellen. The crusaders located them and a bloodbath followed. At
*Trier the bishop could not protect his Jews, as he himself had to go into hiding, and he consequently advised them to
become Christians. The great majority refused, preferring suicide. At *Regensburg, all the Jews were dragged to the
Danube where they were flung into the water and forced to accept baptism. At *Metz, *Prague, and throughout *Bohemia,
one massacre followed another. These came to an end when Emicho's crusaders were decisively halted and crushed by
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the Hungarians, who, incensed by their excesses when they poured through the country, had risen against them. Seeing in
this the hand of God, the Jews promptly set about reconstructing their ruined communities. There had been more than
5,000 victims.
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20) Eliezer Brodt A Printing Mistake and the Mysterious Origins of Rashbi’s Yahrzeit
http://seforim.blogspot.co.il/2011/05/printing-mistake-and-mysterious-origins.html
What appears to be an earlier source for some who say that Rashbi died on Lag Ba-Omer is R. Hayyim Vital, quoting in
the name of the Arizal, found in the Peri Etz Chaim. Indeed, R. Hayyim Vital states that Rashbi died on Lag Ba-Omer, and
he was one of the students of R. Akiva who died during Sefirah. In truth, it is a mistake to give R. Vital credit for this. The
source of this mistake was based on a simple printing mistake in two edition of the Peri Etz Chaim. One was
printed in Koretz 1785 (p. 108a).The other was printed in Dubrowno 1802 (p. 124b).
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In the first printed edition of the Peri Etz Chaim, which was printed in 1782 (p. 101a), it does not say that at all.
Instead of saying “she-meit” (that he died) it has a very similar, but entirely different word, samach (was
joyous). The letter chet was apparently confused for a tav in the later version, causing the whole
mistake!
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In the Shaar ha-Kavanot from R. Vital first printed in 1752, where the same piece appears, it also reads samach (p. 127)
printed in 1819 it also reads samach. These like the first edition of Peri Etz Chaim. In a later edition of of Peri Etz Chaim
would seem to confirm that the error is indeed she-met rather than samach.

The late Meir Benayahu z"l and, more recently, R. Yaakov Hillel, confirmed, based on many early manuscripts that this
reading that does not have Rashbi dying on Lag be-Omer, is the correct reading from the writings of R. Chaim Vital.
Recently, R. Yaakov Hillel printed the Sefer Shaar Ha-Tefilah from a manuscript of R. Hayyim Vital’'s actual handwriting,
and in that location (p. 312), as well, the passage states that it was the day of Simchat Rashbi, not the day he died.[7]
Interestingly, the Chida in his work Birkhei Yosef, printed in 1774, writes that Rashbi died on Lag Ba-Omer. But in a later
work of his, Ma’aret Ayin, printed in 1805, he writes that the Prei Etz Chaim is full of mistakes and this statement
regarding Lag Ba-Omer and Rashbi’s death day is one of them. So the Chida’s conclusion is that it is not a reference to
Rashbi’s day of death at all. This conclusion is accepted by later authorities, including Takfo Shel Nes (p. 59a), Shu’t Rav
u-Po’alim (1:11), and Tziyun LeNefesh Chayah (no. 65).[8]

The Lubavitcher Rebbe[9] wrote in a letter to R. Zevin that there is a printing mistake in the Peri Etz Chaim..
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