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Shoftim 12-13: Short Stories; Hatzlelponit 7 "%
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12:8-15 Three Mini-Shoftim (continued)
1. Rabbi Michael Rotenberg, "1 5w imwnwnbh — 3328 K77 1072

Introduction to Shimshon
2. Outline of Perakim 13-16
e Chapter 13 - The instruction of Hatzlelponit regarding Shimshon
e Chapters 14-15 — Shimshon and the woman from Timnat
o 14:19 - Courting the woman
o 14:10-20 - The ill-fated party
o 15:1-15:8 — Revenge with 300 foxes
o 15:9-20 - Jewish betrayal, and recovery
e 16:1-3 - Shimshon and the zonah
e 16:4-20 - Shimshon and Delilah
e 16:21-31 - Shimshon's End

3. Identity of the Philistines  Successful invaders

4. Bereishit 21:32; Shemot 13:17; Shemot 23:31; Shemuel | 6:18
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5. Amos 9:7
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Did | not bring Israel up from the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Crete and Aram from Kir2

6. Vayikra 22:2
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Speak to Aharon and his sons, and they will separate from the consecrated items of the Children of Israel. ..

7. Talmud, Rosh haShanah 25a-b
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e "And Samuel said to the nation [after coronating Saul]: Gd, who made Moshe and Aharon, (Samuel | 12:6)"
e "And Gd sent Yerubaal [Gidon] and Bedan [Shimshon] and Yiftach and Samuel (Samuel | 12:11)” - Yerubaal
is Gidon, and why was he called Yerubaal2 For he fought with Baal. Bedan is Shimshon, and why was he
called Bedan? For he was from Dan. Yiftach is as he sounds.
e "Moshe, and Aharon with his priests, and Samuel among those who call out in His Name (Psalms 99:6)".
The text equated the world's three lightweights with the world's three heavyweights, to tell you: Yerubaal in his
generation is as Moshe in his generation, Bedan in his generation is as Aharon in his generation, Yiftach in his
generation is as Samuel in his generation. To teach you that even the lightest of the light, if appointed as community
leader, is like the mightiest of the mighty.
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8. Prof. Yehuda Elitzur, Daat Mikra edition of Shoftim, pg. 1o
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The essential message which the book of Shoftim seeks to repeat/sharpen for all who enter this world is that there is a
Director of this building, and nothing happens without Gd. When Israel are given into the hand of the enemy, it is
because they have done that which is evil in Gd's eyes, and when they are rescued from their raiders and foes it is
because Gd has tired of the struggles of Israel for they have cried out to Him. The rescuers of Israel are varied, even
though all of them are called “Shoftim”. The common denominator for all of them is that Gd established them, and His
spirit was upon them...

9. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Shemuel | 12:10
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It is also possible that [Shemuel] mentioned from the judges one who was a prophet on a low level, like
Yerubaal/Gidon, and one of weak intellect like Shimshon, and one who was insightful and wise like Yiftach, who was
not a prophet, and one who was a brilliant prophet like Shemuel. And so he mentioned all kinds of judges — a small
prophet Gidon, a great prophet Shemuel, an insightful judge Yiftach, a foolish judge Shimshon. This informs us that
nothing prevents Gd from rescuing via great or small...

10. Prof. Yechezkel Kaufmann, Sefer Shoftim, pg. 243-244 (my tr.)

Many scholars have tried in various eras to give the stories of Shimshon a mythological explanation and to
demonstrate that Shimshon is only an incarnation of the god of the Sun or of sons of a Sun god. Their template is
Melqart, Heracles and the like. This is hinted by the name Shimshon. Shimshon splits a young lion, and the lion
represents the Sun god. Also, Gilgamesh and Heracles, sons of Sun gods, kill lions. And in the lion’s body Shimshon
finds honey, and honey is the gift of the Sun god. The Greek Aristaeus, discoverer of honey, is also an image of the
Sun god. Finding honey in the lion’s body is meaningful, for the bee gives its honey when the Sun is in the
constellation of Leo. The foxes, which Shimshon sends into the Philistine fields, represent blight, which the Sun’s glare
inflicts on the standing grain. The locks of Shimshon’s head, in which his strength is stored, represent the rays of the
Sun, storing the strength of the Sun. Gilgamesh, Heracles, Helios and the like have locks or [long] hair. And so on.

But this explanation is intellectually unsatisfying.

The name Shimshon may be rooted in service of the Sun god, and it may be Canaanite — but this demonstrates
nothing regarding the nature of Shimshon himself. And the proofs from the stories are only midrashim mepulpalim. The
gods of the nations live and act like people, and for every human affair and deed one could find a model in the
mythological stories, or explain them mythologically. Shimshon splits a lion, and the mythological heroes also kill lions.
But David killed a lion, and the Assyrian kings gloried in killing lions. And had Shimshon killed an ox or donkey, one
could also have found a mythological model for this. Gilgamesh killed the ox of the heavens. And the donkey has a
special connection with the Sun god. Honey is a gift of the Sun god, but every other food is also a gift of the Sun god
or the Earth god or some other god...

Shimshon’s mother

11. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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Manoach was from Dan and his wife was from Yehudah, so that Shimshon came from the tribe of Dan and the tribe of

Yehudah, for they said, “Shimshon’s mother’s name was Hatzlelponi,” and she was associated with Yehudah...




12.Divrei haYamim | 4:1-5
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13. Radak to Divrei haYamim | 4:3
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[t mentioned their sister, and it likewise mentioned “And their sister Shlomit” earlier with the sons of Zerubavel.

Perhaps they had no others and it mentioned these, or they had reputations in their generation and they were women

of stature, and so it mentioned them, like Serach daughter of Asher.

14. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5
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The wicked precede their names — “Naval was his name” “Goliath was his name” “Sheva ben Bichri was his name”.

But with the righteous, their name precedes them, “And his name was Elkanah” “And his name was Yishai” “And his

name was Boaz” “And his name was Mordechai” “And his name was Manoach” - like their Creator, “And His Name

is Gd.”

15. Midrash, Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 20:1
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There are seven akarot: Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, Leah, Manoach’s wife, Chanah and Zion.



