‘\'\9‘ by 7@

Yeshayah 38-39 — Chizkiyahu's lliness and Prayer

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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38:1-3 Chizkiyahu's illness and prayer (continued)

1. Talmud, Berachot 10a
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What is “For you shall die and you shall not live2” You shall die in this world, and you shall not live in the next world.

He replied, “What is all this aboute” [Yeshayah] said, “Because you did not involve yourself in procreation.” He said,

“Because | saw with Divine inspiration that wicked children would emerge from me!” [Yeshayah] said, “What is your

business in these Divine secrets2 Do what you are commanded to do, and let Gd do what is good before Him!”

2. Evidence Divrei haYamim Il 33:1, Yeshayah 39:7
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3. Abarbanel to Melachim 1l 20:1-2
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You do not need to instruct your wife and children, for they don't exist and you are not married. But instruct your
household, meaning your servants. “For you shall die and not live,” meaning, you shall die completely, since you have
no heir... Therefore it said, “And Chizkiyahu turned his face to the wall,” meaning that he had neither wife nor children
with whom to speak, but as a lone man, without community, he turned his face to the wall.

4. Abarbanel to Melachim 11 20:1
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He did not go to Yeshayah, because of his illness... But his illness was not natural, but it was at Gd's oversight because

he had not married. Lest the seed of David be cut off, no longer having one to sit on [David’s] throne, [Chizkiyah] was

struck with illness on his bed so that he would repent and marry.

5. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 38:5
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Tell Chizkiyahu that the illness | have brought upon him for his delay in producing children is because he is king, and
“leader of My nation,” and a king should not be slow in producing children to inherit his throne. Also, this is because |
am “the Gd of his father David,” and | am concerned for My honour and the oath | swore to him, that his children would
endure forever...

Hiding the Book of Medicines

6. Melachim | 5:12-13
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7. Ramban to Vayikra 26:11
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The principle is that when the Jews are complete, the laws of nature will not govern them at all... They will not need a
doctor and will not need to be careful about therapeutic activities at all, as it is written, ‘For | am HaShem your healer.’
And so the righteous did in the prophetic era...

8. Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, Tzitz Eliezer 5: Ramat Rachel 20
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His words there are stated regarding the foundation of things, at their root, when no external factors interfere. However,
since almost the great majority of people do not merit healing via miracles from Heaven, and the Torah itself does not
rely in its laws upon miracles, the permission [of X597 X971 for doctors to heal] applies to patients [to seek healing] as
well. Further, it is a mitzvah and obligation, since his life depends upon it.

9. Yuval Harari, Will Coronavirus Change Our Attitudes To Death? Quite the Opposite, The Guardian, 4/4/20
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/apr/20/yuval-noah-harari-will-coronavirus-change-our-attitudes-to-death-
quite-the-opposite

When an epidemic erupted in a pre-modern society such as medieval Europe, people of course feared for their lives
and were devastated by the death of loved ones, but the main cultural reaction was one of resignation. Psychologists
might call it “learned helplessness”. People told themselves it was Gd's will — or perhaps divine retribution for the sins
of humankind. “Gd knows best. We wicked humans deserve it. And you will see, it will all turn out for the best in the
end. Don't worry, good people will get their reward in heaven. And don’t waste time looking for a medicine. This
disease was sent by Gd to punish us. Those who think humans can overcome this epidemic by their own ingenuity are
merely adding the sin of vanity to their other crimes. Who are we to thwart Gd’s planse”

10. Talmud, Bava Kama 60b
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Our Sages taught: If there is a plague in the city, draw inward, as Shemot 12 says, “And you, do not leave the entrance

of your homes until morning”... If there is hunger in the city, go out, as Bereishit 12 says, “And there was a famine in

the land, and Avram descended to Egypt to stay there”...

11.Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh Deah 116:5, citing 14th c. Maharil
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One should avoid all that introduces risk, for danger is more serious than prohibitions... One should flee a city when
there is plague present — and one should flee at the start of the plague, not at its end.

12. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra to Shemot 21:19
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“And he shall heal” — A sign that He has permitted doctors to heal injuries that are visible externally. But any internal
illness in the body is for Gd to heal.

13.Rambam to Mishnah Pesachim 4:9
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https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/apr/20/yuval-noah-harari-will-coronavirus-change-our-attitudes-to-death-quite-the-opposite
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/apr/20/yuval-noah-harari-will-coronavirus-change-our-attitudes-to-death-quite-the-opposite

There was a book containing the order of cures which are illegal to use for healing, like what the people of the falismat
imagine, that if they perform a falism in a certain way, it will affect a certain illness. And similar prohibited things. Its
author composed it only to learn the natural order, not in order to use that which is in it, and that is permitted... And
when people became corrupted and used it for healing, [Chizkiyah] hid it... | would not have gone on at length in this,
but for the fact that | have heard, and some have explained to me, that Shlomo composed the book of cures so that
one who became ill with a particular illness could turn to it, do as the book said, and be healed. Chizkiyah saw that
people did not trust in Gd when they became ill, but in the book of cures, and he stood and hid it. And aside from the
worthlessness of this [idea] and its illusions, they have ascribed to Chizkiyah, and his cohort who agreed with him, a
foolishness the likes of which should not be ascribed to anyone other than the lowest of the masses. These people, with
their light and confused intellects, would also think that a hungry person who found bread and ate it, certainly curing
himself of that powerful pain, would we say that he did not depend on Gd2 We say to them: Woe, fools! Just as we
thank Gd when we eat for providing something to remove our hunger such that we will live and survive, so we thank
Gd for providing us with medicine that will heal our illnesses, when we are healed thereby...

14.Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Ein Ayah to Berachot 1:143
AMPTNWA2 T 12 A DY X1 OTRN Iigemhi Dax ,'[35 IR 77U QTR T N ,01 AWy w '|3]7 12°9X TyWwa aXk UIWOT 1NN
,OV YW 1017 2812 PN 2°12°1 22277 ... N0 2AWAN 27AYD7Y NPT DWW MYTNWET Q7YY ,N1NN0 119%7 99277 9171V DIR 1M
"7 YT MOWALT NPTAXITN NPIATT MA0T 92 A1 Twn wa ,anwt a1 na T Ny IR DR R0 R0 910 OA7I00 21200 90 nonw
77 ANY°2 727 ,0WIRA 0210 2770 QY ATINR No2IW NPYALT AN RO IR , 1122 770 12X TR 19922 QY IR QTRAWD 73T .ANNAKRY
R
Simple trust: If the moment warrants a miracle, or a person of stature is worthy of it. But ongoing trust is to trust that Gd
will help him when he works for it. Regarding communal matters we have seen contradictions; sometimes work is praised
and required, and sometimes it is considered a deficiency... It is visible that this depends on the nation’s ethical state,
for the goal of all [Divine] orchestration is to bring the light of knowledge of Gd in its fullness into the world, so that it
will lead to all of the temporary and eternal good which comes from true knowledge of Gd. When a person or the
nation as a whole stands at a high ethical level, then the natural, ongoing orchestration works with normal human life,
and one recognizes Gd's Hand more...

15.Evidence Yeshayah 38:3; Divrei haYamim Il 16:12; Melachim | 5:13
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16. Talmud, Berachot 10a
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[Chizkiyah] said to [Yeshayah]: Then let me marry your daughter, and our combined merit may cause me to produce

good children! [Yeshayah] replied: The decree is already declared upon you. [Chizkiyah] retorted: Son of Amotz,

complete your prophecy and depart! | have a tradition from my grandfather’s house that even if a sharp sword rests on

a person’s neck, still he should not refrain from prayer.

17.Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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He said to him: Why don’t you wish to produce children? He replied: | have seen that | will produce a wicked child,
and so | don't wish to produce children. He said: Marry my daughter; perhaps between me and you she will produce
a good person. And even though this only produced a bad person, it is as Yeshayah 32:7 says, “And a stingy person,
his tools are bad.” He said to him: | will not listen to you, | will leap only to what my ancestor [King Solomon] told me,
saying: If you have harsh dreams or harsh visions, leap to three things and you will be saved: Prayer, tzedakah and
repentance, as in Divrei haYamim I1 7:14...



18. Talmud, Berachot 10b
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Anyone who relies on his own merit, he will receive it based on the merit of others. Anyone who relies on the merit of
others, he will receive it based on his own merit... Chizkiyahu relied on his own merit, as it says, “Remember that |
walked before You,” and received it based on the merit of others, as it says, “And | will protect this city to save it, for
My sake and for the sake of My servant David.” And this is as Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Why does it say, “For
peace, it is bitter for me2” Even when Gd sent him peace (greetings?), it was bitter for him.

19. Talmud, Berachot 10b
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What is “the wall”2 Reish Lakish said: From the walls of his heart... Rabbi Levi said: About the wall. He said before

Him: Master of the universe! The Shunamitess only made a small wall, and You revived her son. My grandfather covered

the entire Sanctuary in silver and gold, how much more sol...

20. Talmud, Berachot 5b
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How do we know that one who is davening should have nothing divide between him and the wall2 As it says...

38:4-6 Gd pledges to heal Chizkiyahu

21.Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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He said to Him: Now You say to him thus, and now | will say to him thus! He continued to say: [Chizkiyahu] is a great

man, and he won't believe me! [Gd] replied: He is very humble, and he will believe you. Also, word has not yet gone

out in the city...

22. Malbim to Yeshayah 38:5
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Two factors in saving [Chizkiyahu] are joined here: (1) For merit, which was in his prayer, awakening and mentioning

his merits, (2) For mercy, triggered by his tears awakening mercy.



