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Source #1 - Tana D’Bei Eliyahu
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had only one mitzvah; and it was more pleasing to
HKB”H than one-hundred mitzvos. What was that one
mitzvah? They formed a single unit, and they made a
covenant to perform “chesed” with one another.
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The Sages taught: If there is plague in the city, gather your feet, i.e., limit the time you
spend out of the house, as it is stated in the verse: “And none of you shall go out of the
opening of his house until the morning.” And it says in another verse: “Come, my
people, enter into your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself for a
little moment, until the anger has passed by” (Isaiah 26:20). And it says: “Outside the
sword will bereave, and in the chambers terror” (Deuteronomy 32:25).
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At a time when there was a plague, Rava would close the windows of his house, as it is
written: “For death is come up into our windows” (Jeremiah 9:20).
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The Sages taught: If there is a plague in the city, a person should not walk in the
middle of the road, due to the fact that the Angel of Death walks in the middle of the
road, as, since in Heaven they have given him permission to kill within the city, he goes
openly in the middle of the road. By contrast, if there is peace and quiet in the city, do
not walk on the sides of the road, as, since the Angel of Death does not have
permission to kill within the city, he hides himself and walks on the side of the road.
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Source #4 - Rav Mirsky- Higyonei Halacha
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Source #5 — Gemara Yevamos 63b
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Rabbi Elazar bar Avina said: Calamity befalls the world only due to the sins of
the Jewish people, as it is stated: “I have cut off nations, their corners are
desolate; | have made their streets waste” (Zephaniah 3:6), and it is written: “I
said: Surely you will fear Me, you will receive correction” (Zephaniah 3:7). This

indicates that other nations were punished so that the Jewish people would mend
their ways.

Source #6 - Bereshis Chapter 49:1
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what is to happen in days to come.
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Source #7- Sefer HaChinuch #169

It is from the roots of the commandment
to fix in our hearts that the providence of
G-d, blessed be He, is individualized upon
everyone among people, and that His eyes
are observing all of their ways, as it is
written, 'For His eyes are upon a man’s
ways; all of his steps He sees." And
therefore, he warned us to put our [minds]
to this bad illness, and to think that it is sin
that caused it - and as they, may their
memory be blessed, said that it generally
comes from evil speech, and we should
not take it [as being] by way of
happenstance. And we need to come to
the priest, who is the one that is ready [to
effect] the atonement of sinners. And in
the company of the one who atones,
maybe he will contemplate repentance.
And he is put in quarantine for a few
days, in order that he put his matters into
his heart with deliberation, and examine
his deeds. And sometimes he is put into
two [consecutive] quarantines, lest he
contemplated repentance, but not
complete full repentance. It is as if you
would say by way of illustration, that he
thought to return half of his robbery; and
then G-d, blessed be He, renewed some of
the signs that he should be quarantined a
second time - perhaps he will complete his
repentance and purify himself completely.
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