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Mah Nishtanah: Predicting the Future?

Ezer Diena, ediena@torontotorah.com
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1. Haggadah Shel Pesach, Sefaria Edition
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What differentiates this night from all [other] nights? On all [other] nights we eat chamets and matsa; this night,
only matsa? On all [other] nights we eat other vegetables; tonight (only) marror. On all [other] nights, we don't
dip [our food], even one time; tonight [we dip it] twice. On [all] other nights, we eat either sitting or reclining;
tonight we all recline.

2. The Order of the Pesach Seder, Chabad.org

Kadesh—Reciting Kiddush

U’Rechatz—Washing the hands

Karpas—Eating a vegetable dipped in salt-water

Yachatz—Breaking the middle matzah

Maggid—Reciting the Haggadah

Rachtzah—Washing the hands a second time

Motzi—Reciting the blessing HaMotzi

Matzah—Reciting the blessing al achilas matzah and eating the matzah
Maror—Eating the bitter herbs

Korech—Eating a sandwich of matzah and bitter herbs

Shulchan Orech—Eating the festive meal

Tzafun—Eating the afikoman

Beirach—Reciting grace

Hallel Nirtzah—Reciting Hallel, psalms of praise; the promise that G-d will accept our service

3. Rambam, Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 8:2 (Touger translation)
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Afterwards, the table is taken away from the person reciting the Haggadah alone. The second cup [of wine] is

mixed. Here is where the son asks, and the one reciting [the Haggadah] says: Why is this night different from

all other nights...

4. Haggadah Shel Pesach, Sefaria Edition
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...And even if we were all sages, all discerning, all elders, all knowledgeable about the Torah, it would be a

commandment upon us to tell the story of the exodus from Egypt. And anyone who adds [and spends extra time]

in telling the story of the exodus from Egypt, behold he is praiseworthy.
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First Fruits and the Exodus = v
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1. Devarim 26:1-10 (Chabad ir.)
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TANnd it will be, when you come into the land which the Lord, your G-d, gives you for an inheritance, and
you possess it and settle in it,
2 that you shall take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you will bring from your land, which the
Lord, your G-d, is giving you. And you shall put [them] into a basket and go to the place which the Lord,
your G-d, will choose to have His Name dwell there.
3 And you shall come to the kohen who will be [serving] in those days, and say to him, "I declare this day
to the Lord, your G-d, that | have come to the land which the Lord swore to our forefathers to give us.”
4 And the kohen will take the basket from your hand, laying it before the altar of the Lord, your G-d.
5 And you shall call out and say before the Lord, your G-d, “An Aramean [sought to] destroy my forefather,
and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there with a small number of people, and there, he became a
great, mighty, and numerous nation.
6 And the Egyptians tfreated us cruelly and afflicted us, and they imposed hard labor upon us.
7 So we cried out to the Lord, G-d of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our
toil, and our oppression.
8 And the Lord brought us out from Egypt with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm, with great awe,
and with signs and wonders.
9 And He brought us to this place, and He gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.
10 And now, behold, | have brought the first of the fruit of the ground which you, O Lord, have given to me.”
Then, you shall lay it before the Lord, your G-d, and prostrate yourself before the Lord, your G-d.

2. Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandment 132 (Berel Bell tr.)
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We are commanded that when bringing bikkurim, one must make a proclamation of the kindness G-d has

bestowed upon us: how He saved us from the early difficulties of our patriarch Ya'akov and from the slavery

and affliction of the Egyptians; to thank Him for all this and to ask that He continue His blessings forever.

3. Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandment 157 (Berel Bell tr.)
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Praiseworthy is the person who gives lengthy discussion and description to the subject: how the Egyptians sinned

against us, and what they subjected us to; how G-d took revenge upon them; thanking G-d (exalted be He) for all

the kindness he has bestowed upon us.
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4. Or L’Yesharim, Commentary on the Haggadah, Page 21
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Here are the reasons to bring in here (the Haggadah) the Mikra Bikkurim, because it's related to the story of
Yetziat Mitzrayim...
There is a fundamental connection between Yetziat Mitzrayim and bringing the Bikkurim. The Exodus was
the beginning of a process and it ends with bringing the first fruits to the Kohen. In both we're commanded
to experience the experience of leaving Egypt and the entrance to the land, in current times.

5. Asufat Ma’arachot, Purim, Page 285-286
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One stands before the Altar... with gifts of his labor, and he repeats the phrase “I declare this day to the
Lord, your G-d, that | have come to the land” ... He senses the complete feeling of "I have come to the
land”. This is the feeling the Torah demands from one who stands before G-d’s altar with his gifts. To have a
renewed sense, in all his bones, the weight of the enslavement "An Aramean [sought to] destroy my
forefather”, and the essence of the Egyptian slavery, and only from that feeling one might feel in his blood
all the hidden good "And He brought us to this place, and He gave us this land, a land flowing with milk
and honey” ...
That is the feeling one must yearn for, both on Passover eve and while bringing the first fruits. To see ourselves
as if we just left Egypt now, and to concretize that feeling within oneself, the story of the Bikkurim was
instituted at the Seder, and the story of Egypt at the time of bringing the first fruits.
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Location in the Seder: Maggid, describing how we initially thrived in Egypt (Yechezkel 16:6)
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And | passed over you, and | saw you immersed in your blood. And | said to you, “Even in your blood you shall live.”
And | said to you, “Even in your blood you shall live.”
Question: Why is this sentence included here? What is this blood?2 And what does it teach us?

Circumcision and Korban Pesach — Individual and Community

1. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 17:3
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With two bloods Israel was saved from Egypt: the blood of Pesach and the blood of circumcision. As Yechezkel 16:6

says, “And | said to you, ‘By your blood shall you live,” and | said to you, ‘By your blood shall you live.”” The blood of

Pesach and the blood of circumcision.

2. Rabbi Michael Rosensweig, Korban Pesach: A Symbol of Faith and Commitment
https://www.torahweb.org/torah/2010/parsha/rros_bo.html

Elsewhere we have elaborated other unique facets of korban Pesach, suggesting that it constitutes an expression of
national identification in a manner that is parallel to brit milah on the individual plane.

3. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Leaves of Faith Vol. 2, pg. 64

The term employed in Scriptures to refer to an apostate is ben nekhar, an alien, and the essence of apostasy is indeed
estrangement and dissociation. This alienation may take two forms, however. There is, first, an apostasy of action, a
ben nekhar described by the phrase she-nitnakru ma’asav le-aviv she-ba-shammayim, "one whose actions have become
alien to his Father in Heaven."... There is, however, a second ben nekhar. There is an apostasy not of action but of
person, an estrangement manifested not merely by the commission of various sins but by the complete severance of
personal bonds with Jewry; by total alienation from the Jewish people and its history as a spiritual and physical
community; and finally, by thorough assimilation into the mainstream of Gentile society.

4. Talmud, Yevamot 47b
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If someone comes to convert today, we say to him: What caused you to come convert? Do you not know that Israel

today are grieving, pushed around, dragged around and torn, and they suffer? If he says, "l know and | am unworthy,"

we accept him immediately. We inform him of some of the light and severe mitzvot...

Adding depth: Individual and Community in the Korban Pesach

5. Mixed messages in Halachah — Communal
e Not alone, ideally (Pesachim ?1a; Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Korban Pesach 2:2, Kesef Mishneh there)
e Brought en masse (Yoma 51a, and see Rashi Pesachim 70b)
e Even when the community is tamei (Pesachim 95b, and see Pesachim 79a)

e Even on Shabbat (Mishnah Pesachim 6:1 (65b-66q))

6. Mixed messages in Halachah - Personal
e Only in your house, in Egypt (Shemot 12:22)
e Only for the members of the korban (Mishnah Pesachim 5:3, 6:6 (61a, 71b))

e We wouldn’t share one communal korban, even if that were possible (Tosafot Yoma 6b 1K)


https://www.torahweb.org/torah/2010/parsha/rros_bo.html

7. Mishnah, Pesachim 8:7 (91q)
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We do not slaughter the korban pesach for an individual, per Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Yosi permits.

8. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Korban Pesach 2:2
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If an individual slaughters the korban pesach for himself, it is kosher, so long as he can eat all of it. We work to avoid
slaughtering the korban pesach for an individual ideally, as Shemot 12:47 says, “They shall do it.”

9. Talmud, Yoma 51a
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Why is the Pesach different, to be called a “personal korban,” and why is the Chagigah different, to be called a

“communal korban”2 If it's because [the Chagigah] is brought en masse, the Pesach is also brought en masse! Yes, but

Pesach Sheni is not brought en masse.

n

10. Talmud, Pesachim 7%a
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Our sages learned: If all Israel is impure, but the kohanim and Temple vessels are pure; or all Israel is pure, but the

kohanim and Temple vessels are impure; or even if all Israel and the kohanim are pure, but the Temple vessels are

impure — they perform [the Pesach] in impurity, because a communal korban is not to be divided.

11.Tosafot to Yoma 6b anx
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Granted that the Pesach is viewed like a communal korban because it is brought en masse, and so it pushes off concerns

for Shabbat and impurity, still, since all Israel would not be permitted to bring one Pesach as partners, we try to bring

it in purity...

12.Rambam, Commentary to Mishnah, Introduction to Zevachim
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The fourth kind is a personal korban which is like a communal korban. This includes the korban pesach, which each
person slaughters on the 14 of Nisan...

Our Pesach Seder: Individual and Communal

13. Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, A Passover Message: The Individual and Society
https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/letters/default_cdo/aid/2185979/iewish/A-Passover-Message-The-Individual-
and-Society.htm

How is unity between one individual and another, and between an individual and the collective, achieved? This, too, is
indicated in the name “Pesach,” one meaning of which is to “pass over,” more precisely to “leap over,” indicating,
among other things, leaping over partitions separating Jew from Jew and individual from community, until all are united
and merged info the single organic entity that constitutes the Jewish nation...

In practical terms this means that every Jew has been given the capacity, and is expected, to rise above his narrow
personal interests for the sake of the overriding interests of the community in which he lives and of Klal Yisroel. On their
part, the Tzibbur and Klal Yisroel intervene in behalf of each individual, so that not a single Jew should be lost G-d
forbid, helping each and all to free themselves from their I'Mitzraim, in whatever form it may be. And the Geuloh of the
Klal is contingent upon the Geuloh of the individual as an individual.

Our Sages declare that the Geuloh from the present Golus will be in the manner of the Geuloh from Egypt...
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Does Eliyahu Really Come to Our Seder? 2 ’§

Alex Hecht ahecht@torontotorah.com 1’%5 C“Qo*
HZ\

1. Pesach Haggadah (Sefaria Edition)
N7 DR D09 YR HW 01D 20ANn
We pour the Cup of Eliyahu and open the door.

Questions
e What is the “Cup of Eliyahu?”
e Does Eliyahu actually show up to our Seder?
e If he does, does he have a drink?

e The mysterious fifth cup
2. Talmud, Pesachim 118a
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The Sages taught in a baraita: With regard to the fourth cup, one completes Hallel over it and says the Great
Hallel; these are the words of Rabbi Tarfon

3. Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi (11t century Spain), Pesachim 26b (Dapei haRif)
...71990 27 727 1737 9977 1Y IR W
On the fifth cup [of wine] one says the Great Hallel. This is the opinion of Rabbi Tarfon....

4. Rambam (12t century Spain, Egypt), Laws of Chametz and Matzah 8:10 (adapted chabad.org translation)
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It is permissible to mix a fifth cup and recite upon it "the Great Hallel"... This cup is not an obligation like the
other cups. One may complete the Hallel wherever one desires, even though it is not the place where one ate.

5. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16™ century Israel), Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 481:1
0o KPR L1 NIRRT 110K D01 yaIX 0N
After the four cups, one is not allowed to drink wine; only water.

6. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16% century Poland), Orach Chaim 481:1
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And all drinks [are prohibited] like wine (Beit Yosef). And one who is sensitive, or greatly desires to drink, may
drink a fifth cup [of wine] and recite the Great Hallel upon it (Mordechai).

7. Rabbi Yehudah ben Shimon Ashkenazi (18™" century Germany), Ba’er Hetev, Orach Chaim 481
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And the Chok Ya’akov [Rabbi Yaakov Reischer] wrote, “...In these countries, an additional cup is poured, and
[this additional cup] is called the “Cup of Eliyahu the Prophet.”

e What does Eliyahu have to do with the Passover Seder?
8. Zohar, Lech Lecha (Hebrew translation; Encyclopedia Judaica)
X177 ,0°0277 DR 12T DRIWOW VAW 79,0 7°00 AR L2 1772 0722 212 10 12w 2R 922 70 L, 19RD 3M2p 10 R
MR D17 DRWW TV
The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Eliyahu, “By your life, in every place where my sons mark in their flesh a
Brit Milah, you will be there, and the mouth that testified that Israel abandoned the covenant, it shall testify that
Israel are upholding it.”



mailto:ahecht@torontotorah.com
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d6.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d6.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d6.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d6.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d6.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d7.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d7.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d7.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d7.htm#1
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t26d7.htm#1

9. Ezekiel 16:6 (chabad.org translation)
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And | passed by you and saw you downtrodden with your blood, and | said to you, 'In your blood, live," and I said
to you, 'In your blood, live.'

10. Rashi (11" century France) to Ezekiel 16:16
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“In your blood, live.” That even in your degradation, you will not die. It is said twice to say, “it is because of the
blood of the Korban Pesach and the blood of circumcision that they were redeemed.

11. Rambam (12t century Spain, Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings and Wars 12:2

W), (32,3 °0871) "N°23 PR NN 037 T2W 38 T VAY 027 PO PRI MW ORI 803 T 30 30 npTon DIpY)
I TP 0T DTN YT X173 RYPI) 071370 178 73] 0N NI LIWRD 79 N3 DTPY 0 IRINY 00d0

Before the war of Gog and Magog, a prophet will arise to inspire Israel to be upright and prepare their hearts, as

Malachi 3:22 states: '‘Behold, | am sending you Eliyahu...” ... There are some Sages who say that Eliyahu's coming

will precede the coming of the Mashiach. All these and similar matters cannot be definitely known by man until

they occur.

12. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19t-20t" century Belarus), Mishnah Berurah 480:10
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We are accustomed in these countries to pour an additional cup, called the “Cup of Eliyahu the Prophet.” (To

allude to the fact that we are believers that just as G-d redeemed us from Egypt, He will redeem us again, and will

send Eliyahu the Prophet to inform us).

e But does Eliyahu himself actually come to our Seder? If so, does he help himself to a drink?

13. R’ Ari Z. Zivotofsky, “What’s the Truth about...Eliyahu HaNavi at the Seder?” Jewish Action, Spring ’12

The Nodeh B’Yehudah used to “escort” Eliyahu down the steps of his house after the Seder, and the custom
among Belz Chassidim is to accompany Eliyahu until the nearest shul (see Moshe Yaakov Weingarten, HaSeder
HaAruch [5750], 577).

Perhaps the most extreme proponent of this idea was Rabbi Sholom Dov Ber Schneersohn (the fifth Lubavitcher
Rebbe) who, before pouring wine from Eliyahu’s Cup back into the wine bottle, would add additional wine
because he was concerned that the wine in the cup was pagum (i.e., the cup had been drunk from, rendering the
wine unusable for other mitzvot unless additional wine is added) (Rabbi Yehoshua Mundshine, Otzar Minhagei
Chabad 175:3[5755], 202).

The late Lubavitcher Rebbe stated that when the Admor HaZaken [Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi] wrote that
there is a custom “to pour one cup more than the number of people present ...,” he was alluding to Eliyahu’s visit
to the Seder. “Eliyahu,” he says, “becomes one of those seated at the Seder table, because the faith of the Jewish
people on this night, the night in which the King of Kings, G-d in all His glory, fully revealed Himself, this in
and of itself, brings . . . Eliyahu to every Seder” (Haggadah shel Pesach im Likutei Ta’'amim, Minhagim, u’Biurim
2 [Brooklyn, NY, 5755], 440).

14. Listen to my longer shiur on this topic (29 minutes) — https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/921464/
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https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t2403.htm#23
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t2403.htm#23
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t2403.htm#23
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t2403.htm#23
https://www.chabad.org/16221#v22
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/921464/
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