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Shemuel, Week 57: 15:24-31: Shaul v. Shemuel, Continued :
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘

Fasy pee®

&

.

o

A vy
Doy W

0,

15:24-26 Partial concession from Shaul, and Shemuel is not impressed
1. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:24, 15:26
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Saying, “The word of Gd and your word,” demonstrated that Shaul suspected that Shemuel was being strict on his own,
and that he had not truly violated Gd’s word, but only according to Shemuel’s word. Gd's intent had been fulfilled with
[Shaul’s] actions... And he said that even this he had not done, for he had been forced [by the nation], and Gd would
forgive this...
And Shemuel was not satisfied with that answer, and he said, “I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word
of Gd, etc.” And this demonstrated that he was filled with anger at Shaul’s words, meaning, “You thought that the sin
was according to my words and not Gd’s explicit word, and you suspected that | had not understood the Divine intent
or that | had added elements. Therefore, | will not return with you to bow before Gd, for it is not as you thought. You
have rejected Gd's explicit word...

2. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:26
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This apology does not help at all, and it will not be effective for a king of Israel whose reign is from Gd and who should
not be in terror and fear of the nation...

15:27-31 Aftermath

3. Midrash Shemuel 18:5
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The corner of whose tunic? Rav and Levi [debated]: One said the corner of Shaul’s tunic, the other said the corner of

Shemuel’s tunic. [Logically, it was the corner of Shemuel’s tunic,] for it is the way of the righteous to be pained when

their plant is not good. Similarly, “And Achiyah seized the new tunic, etc. (Melachim | 11)”

4. Midrash Tehillim 57:3, based on Shemuel | 24:20
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[Shaul] said to [Shemuel]: And who is this “my friend, who is better than me, to reign in my place2” [Shemuel] told him:
| will hint to you, “The one who tears your tunic is the one who will take your reign.” And when Shaul entered the cave
and David tore the corner of his tunic, Shaul immediately remembered what Shemuel had told him...

5. Ramban to Bereishit 12:6
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Know that all Heavenly decrees are fulfilled when the decree is brought to practical fruition. Therefore the prophets
perform deeds with their prophecies, as Yirmiyahu instructed Baruch, "When you finish reading the scroll, tie a stone to
it and cast it into the Euphrates and declare, 'So will Babylon sink.'... And therefore Gd had Abraham begin to take
control of Israel, and He made Abraham model all that would happen with his descendants. ..

6. Maharal, Beer haGolah, Be’er 2:7
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Now, know and understand this, for it is an amazing insight, to create for a heavenly decree an emulation and sign
below, so that the good will come to pass and the decree will be fulfilled for the good. Therefore, it is fitting to create a
sign and emulation, as we find the prophets did. This is the matter of emulating in eating (seeing) at the start of the year
items which have a good sign, so that the decree will emerge into reality, and the good decree will thereby be fulfilled.
This is not nichush; it is only preparation for the fulfillment of the decree for the good. This is what they meant with “Since
we say that signs are substantive,” for it is substantive in this regard, that via the sign the decree will emerge into positive

reality.

7. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:28
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8. A tale of two cloaks
e Shemuel Shemuel 1 2 19, Here, Shemuel | 28:14
e David Shemuel | 18:4, Shemuel | 24:4, Shemuel Il 13:18-19, Melachim | 1:1

9. Midrash Tanchuma, Emor 4
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“An old man ascends, cloaked in a tunic”, and elsewhere it says, “And his mother would make him a small tunic.” It is
learned: The tunic in which he grew, in it he was buried, in it he ascended.

10. Radak to Shemuel | 15:28
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A person will regret the good he promises to another, because he becomes angry at him if his heart changes and his
heart is not complete with him as it was before. But Gd does not have changes in will. And once Gd promises Israel,
He will not lie to them about His good promise. Even if they sin, He will rebuke them per their sin, but the good will
remain for affer they receive their punishment. But Gd never promised Shaul eternal monarchy... But He promised David
eternal monarchy, and the monarchy would never leave him. Even though it would leave his children for a time due to
their sins, the good and the monarchy would remain for them forever, and would return to them after receiving their
punishment...

11. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:29
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| think, to explain this, that he intended this only to resolve one doubt: for after Gd chose Shaul, by removing the throne
from him Gd demonstrated a change of will, as He said, “I regret having crowned Shaul as king.” This demonstrates
that He does change, regretting His deeds. To this [Shemuel] answered, “And also, the Eternal One of Israel,” meaning
— even with all of this, that He removed the throne that Gd, the Eternal One of Israel had given you, He does not lie in
His truth and He does not regret that which He has done. And [Shemuel] described Him here as “eternal” because
change does not occur in that which s eternal, for it is the beginning of deterioration and the cause of it. Therefore he
said, “The Eternal One of Israel,” who is eternal, who does not change, will not lie and will not regret. This is because
this is not a change in Gd, but in the recipients. Thus he said, “He is not a man, to regret,” meaning He is not a man to
regret it for Himself; the change is in the recipients.

It is also possible to explain “He is not a man, to regret” regarding Shaul, saying that the Eternal One of Israel, Gd, will
not lie and will not regret this decree He has ordered to tear the throne from Shaul, because Shaul is not a man to regret
his sin. He persists in holding on to his wickedness. Therefore, Gd will not regret the evil He has spoken for him.

12. Why is reinstatement impossible here? Dovid was forgiven!
e Radak 15:28 A dedl’s a deal
o Sefer ha'lkkarim 4:26 Royal sin is different from normal sin
o Sefer ha'lkkarim 4:26 Shaul displayed character deficiencies in his apology and in his conduct
e Sefer ha'lkkarim 4:26 Laws for kings are different from laws for people
e Abarbanel 15:30 The relationship with Gd is different

13. Talmud, Yoma 22b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Samuel: Why did the monarchy of Saul’s house not last? Because it had no flaw. As Rabbi

Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: We do not appoint a leader over a community unless he has a box of

crawling creatures hanging behind him, lest he become arrogant, in which case we can say to him, “Look behind you.”



