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Key ideas
e Rabbi Meir prohibits any deviation from the owner’s wishes. Is this reservation of rights or a condition?
e Why unapproved use of rental items is prohibited: reservation of rights, or using property against the owner
e A user is either a renter or a thief, but not both simultaneously
o The less specific an owner’s stipulation of use, the less restricted the renter’s activity
e Unapproved sublet of a rental may be valid, may be invalid, and may be subject to invalidation
e Anticipated violation of donor intent may allow the donor to rescind his gift
e One may argue that there is no violation of tzedakah intent so long as the intended recipient receives it

Deviation from Owner Intent
Mild deviation Abnormal Ill Use Intermediate Sublet Misused Donations

R" Meir prohibits Prohibited, due to Prohibited, due to 1. Effective (Rif) R’ Meir prohibits.

due to reserved (1) reserved rights or | (1) reserved rights or

rights or due to a (2) inability to use (2) inability to use 2. Owner can Chachamim permit

condition, property vs its owner. | property vs its invalidate (Rosh per | other than special

but it is not theft. owner. Machaneh Ephraim) | kepeida (by donor).

Pay either rent or

Chachamim permit | depreciation Pay either rent or 3. Invalid (Raavan) | Ashkenazim permit

bedieved depreciation rescinding gift.
Sephardim may give
latitude for recipient,
but Chatam Sofer
says they do not.
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