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Shemuel, Week 54: 15:10-19: Shemuel’s Grief; Shaul’s Misdirection
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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15:10-11 Gd speaks to Shemuel
1. Rashi to Shemuel I 15:11
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“I regret” — A thought arose in My heart regarding the monarchy of Shaul, whom | crowned.

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel 1 15:11
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3. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:11
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“He retreated from after Me” - he sinned with this thought, lack of faith in the words of Gd as conveyed by His prophet,
and with action, “And he did not fulfill My words.”

4. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:11
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When Shemuel saw that he had added rebellion to his accidental sin, he became outraged, for Shemuel loved Shaul

with all of his heart and life. Shaul was of beautiful appearance, a man of substance and great deeds, and he was

Shemuel’s handiwork, for Shemuel had anointed him as king over Israel. Shemuel loved him as a craftsman loves his

handiwork...

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:11
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It said here, “And it angered Shemuel,” and it did not say this when he was told about Shaul’s sin at Gilgal, because

regarding the first sin at Gilgal he had hope that it could be mended via prayer and pleading...

And it said, “And he cried out to Gd all night.” It appears that Gd did not explain Shaul’s sin to him, and why He

regretted crowning him. He only told Shemuel his punishment, as mentioned, and hid the rest of the prophecy. Therefore,

he cried out to Gd all night, to know what this was all about, and what sin Shaul had committed now, such that his

verdict was sealed.

6. Talmud, Sanhedrin 43b
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He said before Him: Master of the Universel Who has sinned? Gd replied: Am | a delafor?

15:12-15 Busted
7. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:12
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He set up a monument, a sign of the victory, with a form of a hand atop it, representing the mighty hand he had
displayed in this battle.

8. Radak to Shemuel | 15:12
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He prepared a place there for the army to camp and divide up the spoils. And so Yonatan explained... And in midrash,

he built an altar there for himself in Carmel. This is the altar mentioned regarding Eliyahu (Melachim | 18:30), “And he

healed the ruined altar of Gd.”



9. Radak to Shemuel | 15:12
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Once he set up a yad for himself in Carmel, he turned and crossed to Gilgal to sacrifice there, as it said. This was

because there was an altar and the ohe/ moed there at the start, when they came to the land. And even though it was

now in Nov, they honoured the place of the ohe/ moed in Gilgal, and slaughtered there when bamot were permitted.

And so they renewed the monarchy there, and brought celebration korbanot there.

10. Ralbag to Shemuel | 15:12
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It appears that this meant that he set up a place there to sit and serve Gd and give thanks for all of the good Gd had

provided for Israel. This place where he set up the yad was Gilgal, for Israel always gathered there for all of the great

moments. Thus it said, “And he turned and crossed to Gilgal.”

11.Ralbag to Shemuel | 15:13
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Perhaps Shaul thought that if they would slaughter for Gd from the spoils, this would not upset Gd, since they had not
benefited from their spoils. And because this was a weak excuse, he attributed the decision to the nation.

12.Radak to Shemuel | 15:15
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“In order to slaughter” — They were not merciful upon them for their own benefit, but to slaughter for Gd, who was with
them in the battle.



