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15:1-3 The Command Rasu 7i0®

1. Rashi to Shemuel | 15:1
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You erred once, now watch yourself.

2. Radak to Shemuel | 15:1
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Since you have been anointed as king over Israel, you must do what you are commanded to do; this is the war with

Amalek. Sanhedrin 20b says, “Israel was commanded three mitzvot when they entered the land: To appoint a king, to

destroy the seed of Amalek, and to build the Beit haMikdash”...

3. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:3
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And lest one think that that this war was like other wars, to take spoils and take them as slaves, he ordered him to

destroy all that [Amalek] had... This is also why it mentioned in Esther’s day that Israel, when they avenged themselves

upon their foes, did not touch the spoils. ..

4. Talmud, Megilah 12b-13a
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Israel said [“A man of Judah, efc.”] the other way: “See what the Judahite did to me, and how the Benjaminite repaid

me! What the Judahite did to me — David did not kill Shimi, who produced Mordechai, who enraged Haman. And how

the Benjaminite repaid me [for sparing Shimi] — Shaul did not kill Agag, who produced Haman, who pained Israell”

5. "Asher Heini"
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When a wicked man arose upon us, cruel shoot from the seed of Amalek... And he did not remember Shaul’s mercy,
for his mercy upon Agag caused the enemy to be born...

6. Midrash, Esther Rabbah Petichta 7
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Rabbi Levi began by citing, “And if you do not conquer the residents of the land from before yourselves, those you leave
from them” — this speaks of Shaul...

7. Midrash, Eliyahu Rabbah 22
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Was it not Agag's reward, for crying and moaning for himself when he was imprisoned, saying, “Woe is me, perhaps

my seed shall be eradicated from the world,” and wicked Haman emerged from him?

8. Yalkut Mei’am Lo’eiz to Esther, in the name of Rambam on Megilat Esther
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And Haman came from Agag, whom Shaul left alive, and Agag mated with a young girl, who conceived that night...

9. Talmud Yerushalmi, Yevamot 2:6
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Was Haman really a son of Hamedata? No; the text is simply identifying Haman as an enemy, "son of" an enemy.



10. Prof. Yehudah Kil, Daat Mikra to Shemuel | pg. 155
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Since they were not careful to destroy Amalek, and the soldiers involved themselves in taking spoils, they did not pay
sufficient attention to destroy Amalek, and they left many of them to flee...

11.Radak to Yehoshua 12:9
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All of these 31 kings mentioned did not reign over single cities. Rather, each city mentioned was the head of his kingdom,
and he reigned over more cities and villages.

12.Ramban to Bamidbar 35:14
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It is possible that the custom in those generations was that every ruler of a city was called melech. Or, it may have been
for the honour of the Land of Israel, as in the midrash of our sages. In any case, these were not kings of lands, but only
kings of each city.

15:4-9 Big Picture: What was Shaul’s sin?
13.Kings | 20:41-42

JRY NOR FRYY WO NON TYHI AT T M WOR DR DAY 192 1T MK 1D VRN N (X OR300 2RI T9n ink ...
...And the King of Israel recognized that he was a prophet. And [the prophef] told him: So says Gd! Because you let
the target of My cherem go, your life will be in place of his, your nation will be in place of his.

14. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:9
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Rachamim is only from person to person because he cannot bear seeing destruction of a particular person, or his form.

Chemlah and chusah are found regarding anything.
The difference between them is that chusah is because one needs something... And chemlah is also for something for
which one has no use, just that one decides intellectually that it should not be destroyed, and its survival would be better.
Gd did not command him not to be chas or have rachamim for Amalek, for these are emotional traits. Even fulfilling
Gd's command, he could still have his mercy aroused... But chemlah is intellectual, thinking it inappropriate and unjust
to destroy them, and that the prophet commanded him this unjustly. This would be criminal... And with this he showed
that faith was weak in him, for otherwise he would not have thought it appropriate to have chemlah for enemies of Gd...

15. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:5
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16. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:5
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17.Talmud, Yoma 22b
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