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Shemuel, Week 55: 15:12-21: Shaul v. Shemuel
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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15:12-15 Busted (continued)
1. Rashi to Shemuel | 15:12
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He is building an altar for himself; this is the altar mentioned with Eliyahu, “And he repaired the ruined altar of Gd.”

2. Ralbag to Shemuel | 15:13
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Perhaps Shaul thought that if they would sacrifice for Gd from those spoils, it would not be bad in Gd's eyes, since they
were not benefiting from the spoils. And because of the weakness of this excuse, he attributed it to the nation.

3. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 1:8
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The Egyptians said to Pharaoh, “Let’s deal with this nation.” He said to them, “You fools! Until now we ate from theirs,
now we shall deal with them? Without Yosef, we wouldn’t be alivel” When he didn’t listen to them, they removed him
from his throne for three months, until he said to them, “Whatever you want, I'm with you,” and they restored him.
Therefore it says, “And a new king arose.”

4. Radak to Shemuel | 15:15
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They did not spare them for their own pleasure, but to sacrifice to Gd, who was with them in the war.

5. Motivations

Sparing the Animals Sparing Agag
Sincere-Korban Insincere-Spoils | Sincere-Mercy | Sincere-Shaming | Insincere-Persona

No punishment 15:0

Evidence War of Chap 14 ' 2 Adoni Bezek 2
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Yad” as altar

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:20
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And he said he had done as kings do, bringing Agag, King of Amalek alive in order to mock him. “And | destroyed

Amalek.” For this is what kings do, destroying nations and bringing their kings in ropes of suffering and iron, as the

King of Bezek had seventy kings gleaning beneath his table.

7. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, Virtual Beit Midrash, Shiur on Shemuel | 15, Part 1
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Lumping together Shaul’s sparing of Agag with the nation’s sparing of the best sheep teaches that his actions also
emerged from narrow personal interest... For leaving Agag alive emerged from the accepted practice in biblical times,
in which the victorious king left the defeated king alive, in degrading conditions. Specifically through this was achieved
a permanent, on-going extraction of satisfaction in the victory. A prominent example of this is familiar from Shoftim 1...



8. Rabbi Amichai Shoham, phny »vw
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The preparations for the ceremony were at their height, and Shaul saw, from the corner of his eye, Shemuel drawing

near. Shaul ran to greet him, happy and satisfied, “You are blessed to Gd, | have fulfilled the word of Gd!” But Shaul

didn't anticipate the strange reaction of Shemuel. ..

15:16-19 Shemuel Tries Again
Q. Devarim 9:14
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Let Me be and | will destroy them, and | will wipe out their name from beneath the heavens...

10. Malbim to Shemuel | 15:16
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Since this itself, denying his sin, was a great sin, as in Yirmiyahu 2:35, “| judge you for saying, ‘I have not sinned,””
therefore he said, “Heref’, “Put your hand over your mouth, and | will tell you, etc.”

11. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:16
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Once Shemuel learned that Shaul had spared the sheep and cattle, violating the Divine command, he understood why
he had been told, “I regret having crowned Shaul”... Therefore Shemuel told him, “ Heref and | will tell you what Gd
has said.” To me, this means that he was concerned for the honour of the throne, speaking the Divine decree before
him, as he would later say, “If Shaul hears, he will kill me.” Therefore he said Heref, meaning, “Permit me to tell you
that which Hashem has stated.”

12.Radak to Shemuel | 15:20
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What Shaul said interrupted Shemuel’s words, for he had not yet finished his words, and he had not yet told him what
Hashem had told him on the previous night... But when Shemuel said to him, “Why didn’t you listen,” Shaul interrupted
his words, saying, “For | did listen”... Returning to what Shaul had said at first, “I have fulfilled the word of Gd,” he
added, “Itis true, | said | fulfilled the word of Gd, for | did listen to the word of Gd, and | went along the path on which
He sent me.”

15:20-21 Shaul’s second defense
13. Radak to Shemuel | 15:20
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“And | brought Agag” — Meaning: Even though | didn’t kill him with the others, | did not set him free. | have brought
him, and he will die.



